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NEWS FROM THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

Grand Old Day Task Force Notes 
‘Positive Changes’ 

SHA, GABA and 
St. Paul Police call it 

a good day

1: An estimated crowd of 250,000 people spread along 30 blocks of Grand Avenue for the 
44th annual Grand Old Day. 2-4: Police officers patrolled alleys, in addition to Grand Avenue, 
on foot, as well as via bicycle and motorcycle. 5: Monica Haas, SHA executive director, and 
volunteer James Farnsworth, worked with GABA in staffing the Grand Old Day Hotline.

GRAND PRIX RECAP 
Imagine hundreds of elite cyclists in 
a blur of motion along Grand and 
Lincoln Avenues. Page 7

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
 Summit Hill family participates in 
citywide project to keep storm drains 
clear and protect the Mississippi. 
Page 2

HOUSE TOUR 2018 
How might the grand dame of house 
tours become even better? Our ears 
our open! Page 2

TOP 10 EVENTS IN SUMMIT HILL
Mark your calendar now for must-not-
miss events for the back-half of the 
year. Page 3

FROM THE PRESIDENT
SHA president Andy Rorvig talks 
about what Council Member Rebecca 
Noecker should appreciate about our 
neighborhood. Page 4

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SHA executive director Monica Haas 
details what makes Summit Hill a 
welcoming place. Page 5

Inside
THE SUMMIT

While final reporting was not available in 
time for the print edition of The Summit, 
all signs point to a successful collaboration 
among Summit Hill neighbors, the Grand 
Avenue Business Association and St. Paul 
Police for the 44th annual Grand Old Day 
on June 4.

The SHA board voted in February 2017 
to support GABA’s request to extend the 
closing time at three festival gardens from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. Approval came with two con-
ditions: increased security in surrounding al-
leys, and establishment of a joint task force 
to address noise, trash and other issues.

Monica Haas and Connie DeLage, executive 
directors of SHA and GABA, respectively, 
said they agree that both conditions were 
met. While the final task force debrief had 
not been scheduled at press time, members 
indicated they were satisfied with the result. 
“I am glad to have positive changes,” said 
Michael Hartoonian, a task force and SHA 
board member, whose home borders on the 
festival gardens.  “This is good to build on 
for next year.”

A Grand Old Day Hotline, created specifi-
cally for Summit Hill residents to report 
concerns, was staffed  from 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. on June 4. Monica said 19 calls were 
logged over 12 hours, largely regarding to 
event logistics: “When does the next shuttle 
bus come?” and “Can I bring my dog?” 

Connie responded to the two noise 
complaints made via the hotline. In both 
instances, the decibel-meter readings were 
85.5, which is below the limit of 90 set by 
City Code. Other complaints included a 
band playing in a front yard, a man 

Grand Old Day photos continued on page 6 
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SHA News and

The Summit 
is prepared by Kay Willshire, Ad Coordinator; 

Patricia McMorrow, Editor, Becky Siekmeier, Layout 
Editor; and contributing writers.

Bridget Alan Ales, Linwood Ave
Lori Brostrom, Summit Ave
Perry de Stefano, St Clair Ave
Andrew Gesell, Bank Cherokee
Michael  Hartoonian, Summit Ave
Hayden Howland, Victoria St
Gary Huffman, GABA
Amanda Karls, Lincoln Ave
David Kratz, Goodrich Ave
Sonja Mason, St Albans St
Pat McMorrow, Fairmount Ave
Rob Morse, Osceola Ave
Henry Moyers, Grand Ave
Shannon O’Toole, Avon St
Mark Peschel, Summit Ave
Peter Rhoades, Milton St
Andy Rorvig, Lincoln Ave
Susan Schultze, Dunlap St
Philip Wahlberg, Fairmount Ave

Cathie Wilson, Lexington Pkwy

Stop by and 
say hello!

Your One-Stop Shop for 
neighborhood info and referral; friendly 

SHA staff are here to help!

Community Organizer,
Crime Prevention Coordinator

How to contact the 
Summit Hill Association

Please note our new email ad-
dresses, effective March 1, 2017:

director@summithillassociation.org
organizer@summithillassociation.org 

General SHA office via email:
info@summithillassociation.org

Our phone number remains the 
same, at 651-222-1222.

Theresa 
Nix

Monica 
Haas

SHA Executive Director

2017 SHA Board

At 2,350 miles long, the mighty Mississippi 
plays a crucial role in fostering life. More 
than 260 species of fish (25% of fish species 
in North America) and at least 50 mammal 
species call the Mississippi River home. 

Added to that are 326 species of birds that 
use the Mississippi as a guide during their 
migration each spring and fall. The river is 
vital to life in St. Paul, and without it, clean 
drinking water, commerce and recreation 
would be vastly different.

A recent report from the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency revealed that, while 
conservation efforts are improving, pollu-
tion and nitrate levels in the Twin Cities 
portion of the Mississippi “no longer meet 
the aquatic life or recreation standards.”

But hope is not lost. Summit Hill resident 
Kristin Beckmann, along with her husband, 
Robert Richman, and their children Ethan 
and Becca, volunteer to do their part to 
clean up the river. “St. Paul is a river town,” 
Kristin said. “It’s so important as an eco-
nomic tool for commerce. It’s a real asset to 
the city.” 

Participants in the Adopt-a-Drain program, 
Kristin and her family clean trash from 
around storm drains near their home. 
Adopt-a-Drain is a partnering of the City 
of St. Paul, Hamline University and the 
Capitol Region Watershed District. 

Volunteers sign up to adopt any number of 
storm drains near their homes to keep trash 
from flowing directly into the river. Kristin’s 
family takes care of four drains, one for each 
family member. The drains usually need to 
be cleared once per week, with a rake being 
used to take on heavier debris every other 
week. 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
Summit Hill family keeps storm drains 

clean as part of protecting the Mississippi
By Henry Moyers

Becca Richman and Rollo check one of the storm drains 
that Becca’s family monitor as part of a volunteer program. 
Top right: A yard sign promoting awareness of the Adopt 
a Storm Drain program. Bottom right: Storm drains need 
cleaning on a regular basis. 

What Might 
Make House 
Tour 2018 

Even Better?

Summit Hill seems like the perfect place for 
this program to exist. Kristin said that dur-
ing summer, particularly, more trash ends 
up in the streets around Grand Avenue. She 
and her family have pulled beer cans and 
cigarette boxes out from around the storm 
drains, as well as grass clippings, branches 
and leaves. 

But there are more threats than just the 
ones we can see around the drains. Kristin 
said that both dog waste and many of the 
chemicals we put on our lawns contribute 
to harmful nitrogen levels that are rising in 
the Mississippi. Rising nitrogen levels mean 
recreational activities on the river and the 
ecosystem as a whole are threatened.

With just a little effort, Kristin and her 
family are doing their part to help keep our 
river clean. Cleaning up after rainfalls and 
watching for trash are small steps we can all 
take to ensure that the Mississippi continues 
to play a role in our beautiful neighborhood. 

Henry Moyers is a member of the all-volunteer 
SHA Board of Directors. He lives on Grand 
Avenue.

HOW YOU CAN ADOPT A 
STORM DRAIN
For more information on how you can 
adopt a storm drain in the City of St. Paul, 
visit: https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/
public-works/sewer-utility/stormwater/
adopt-drain 

NOMINATE A NEIGHBOR
SHA loves sharing the good deeds of resi-
dents. If you know someone we should write 
about, please email 
info@summithillassociation.org.

No matter the month, among the most 
common questions answered by the SHA 
staff is, “When is the House Tour?” Fol-
lowed by, “What houses are on the tour?”
The answers: 1) 2018 2) We’re planning 
that right now. 

And we’d love to have your help.

Based on feedback from homeowners, 
visitors, volunteers and organizers of 
the successful 2016 House Tour, we are 
considering how the experience might be 
improved in 2018.

With architecture nationally recognized for 
its value as historic public art, and homes 
on the Minnesota State and National 
Historic Register, ours is the grand dame 
of house tours.

But after 40 years, it makes sense to review 
what makes sense. 

That’s where you come in!
Topics under consideration include wheth-
er the tour might be hosted in a month be-
sides September, new themes and benefits 
to homeowners in participating.

We are in the process of talking with 
candidates interested in leading planning 
for the 2018 House Tour. This has previ-
ously been a volunteer position, but we are 
exploring a range of options for structure, 
process and compensation.

If you love our neighborhood, and have ex-
perience in planning and executing events 
like the Summit House Tour, please call 
the SHA office at 651-222-1222 or email 
info@summithillassociation.org.

We would love to hear from you.

The mission of the Summit Hill Association 
is to help preserve our historic and cultural 
resources, support Grand Avenue – one of the 
only urban main streets in Minnesota  –  and 
provide a warm welcome to visitors and new 
residents. Won’t you join us?

The Board of Directors meets at 7 p.m. on 
the second Thursday of each month, except 
December, at Linwood Community Center, 
860 St. Clair Ave.

What does SHA do?

651.235.8581

NancyMaas@cbburnet.com

NancyMaas.com

Thinking about making a move?
For all of your home buying and selling needs, let

Nancy Maas be your personal real estate advocate. With

10 years of experience and extensive knowledge of the local 

market, Nancy is the Summit Hill realtor that delivers results!

Nancy Maas



CANDIDATE FORUM/SEPT. 26
See where candidates running for mayor of 
St. Paul stand on issues that matter to you 
during a public forum from 7-9 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 26 at Mount Zion Temple, 
1300 Summit Ave. Admission is free.

SHA ANNUAL CELEBRATION/OCT. 12
Enjoy ice cream and conversation with 
Monica Hass, SHA executive director, 
Theresa Nix, community organizer and 
the SHA Board of Directors at the An-
nual Neighborhood Celebration at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Oct. 12 at Linwood Community 
Center, 860 St. Clair Ave. The 2017 SHA 
Good Neighbor Award Winner will be an-
nounced, too. It just might be you!

SUMMIT HILL AFTER HOURS/OCT. 5
Check the SHA website for the location, 
but nevertheless mark your calendar now 
for a very fun appetizer and cocktail mixer 
with Summit Hill neighbors at 5:30 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 5. This occasional event 
brings out the best in everyone.

2017 SHA MEETING INFO
•	Meetings are held in the Linwood Commu-

nity Center, 860 St. Clair Ave., unless noted 
otherwise. Dates and times may change. Call 
SHA at 222-1222 to confirm.

•	 Board of Directors meets at 7 p.m. the 
second Thursday of each month, except for 
December. Public comments are welcome 
during the first 10 minutes of every meeting.

•	 Executive Committee meets at 7 p.m. on the 
last Thursday of each month.

•	Communications Committee meets at 7 
p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month.

•	 The following committees meet on an 
as-needed basis: Development, Pedestrian 
Safety, Zoning and Land Use.
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RECYCLING: EVERY TUESDAY 
must be out by 7 a.m.

Neighborhood Events
Mark Your Calendar: Top 10 Summit Hill Events

Shane Montoya  •  Jason Koenig 
(651) 492.6423

Contact us today to buy or sell a home!

TheOddCoupleTeam.com

National Night Out - Tuesday August 1
Do these three things now so you’ll be set for your NNO party:

1. Download a block party permit from the City of St. Paul website at stpaul.gov to 
close your street to traffic during the event. You’ll need signatures from 60% of your 
neighbors before barricades can be delivered. Deadline is July 28. Questions? Call the 
St. Paul Police Department’s Community Engagement Unit at 651-266-5485, or the 
coordinator for National Night Out in Saint Paul, Pam McCreary at 651-266-5455. Or 
pam.mccreary@ci.stpaul.mn.us. 

2. To request a block-party visit from firefighters, police officers or other city reps, reg-
ister your party on the city website at stpaul.gov. (Forms are also available on the SHA 
website at summithillassociation.org) Deadline is July 28.  If you’re lucky, there might 
be a chance for you to check out the power of a fire hose! 

3. Neighborhood real estate agents are offering complimentary items for Aug. 1 block 
parties. The Odd Couple Team/Keller Williams Integrity Realty invites block leaders 
to reserve a box of grillables by emailing shane@theoddcouple.com by July 21. Please 
include the number of people you expect at your block party. Nancy Maas of Coldwell 
Banker Burnet is offering a case of water and chips to each block leader who emails 
her at nancymaas@cbburnet.com by July 21.

WILD ONION SPECIAL/THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER
For the months of July, August, September, 
from 4-9 p.m. Sundays-Thursdays, 5% of 
the total bill (before tax) of any resident 
of the Summit Hill Neighborhood will be 
donated by Wild Onion (788 Grand Ave.) 
to the nonprofit Summit Hill Association. 
(Simply tell the server you live in the neigh-
borhood.) What a great excuse for wings 
and beer! Thanks to Wild Onion.

CRIME-UPDATE PODCAST/JULY 27
Summit Hill community organizer and 
crime prevention coordinator Theresa Nix 
has scheduled a crime-update podcast for 1 
p.m. Thursday, July 27. These are ongoing 
podcasts featuring crime information and 
data relevant to Summit Hill residents. To 
participate, simply dial 712-770-4010 and 
enter participant code 282434#. If you’re 
unable to listen on July 27, a link to the 
podcast appears on the SHA website at 
summithillassociation.org.

PAWS ON GRAND/AUG. 6
Grand Avenue businesses again team up 
with local animal rescue groups to host 
the annual Paws on Grand from 1-3 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 6. It’s a dog-treat extravaganza, 
with giveaways up and down the avenue, 
and special offers from many restaurants 
and shops. Hint: It’s a friendly traffic jam of 
dogs, and some kitties, too, so it’s safest and 
smartest to keep your furry friends on-leash.

FALL GARAGE SALE/SEPT. 23
It’s not too early to set aside the date (Sept. 
23) as host or shopper, for SHA’s Fall 
Garage Sale. Building on the success of 
the Spring Garage Sale, with more than 30 
homeowners participating, you can expect 
to find such treasures as kid items, furni-
ture, vintage jewelry, collectibles and more. 
Check the SHA website at summithillasso-
ciation.org for additional information.

Indy is resting up in order to mix 
it up with his canine buddies at 
Paws on Grand.

Ross Vellacott offers a peek at the entrée 
course of the Spring Progressive Supper.

FALL PROGRESSIVE SUPPER/NOV. 4
Saturday, Nov. 4 is the next Summit Hill 
Progressive Supper. The signature neighbor-
hood event promises good food and even 
better company. The evening begins at 6 
p.m. and spans four courses. Everyone is 
welcome; the more the merrier! Each course 
typically ranges from eight to 10 people, 
but don’t count yourself out of the fun if 
your home can’t accommodate many guests. 
Those who can’t host may provide sweet 
treats for the dessert course at the end of the 
night. Participation cost is $10 per person. 
Questions? info@summithillassociation.com

GRAND MEANDER/DEC. 2
Get a Christmas tree, have breakfast with 
Santa, and get up-close with his reindeer at 
the annual Grand Meander from 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2. Other events include 
caroling, trolley rides and special offers from 
Grand Avenue businesses and restaurants. 
For more details, visit the GABA website at 
grandave.com

Neighbors on Fairmount Avenue, between Victoria and Milton, enjoyed 
National Night Out in 2016. It’s an annual rite of summer; not to be missed.

•	 Support the Linwood Rain Garden by join-
ing any of our monthly 30-Minute Main-
tenance events for a little social weeding 
with a fun group of garden lovers.  Social 
Weeders will receive a pair of Nitrile garden 
gloves.  Times are (beginning in July 2017):
•	 First & Third Tuesday 5:30 – 6 pm
•	 Second & Fourth Tuesday 7:30 – 8 am
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Happenings in

The SHA 
Website: 
A Good 

Source for 
Neighborhood 

Information
Established in June 2004, the Sum-
mit Hill Association Web site at 
www.summithillassociation.org has 
grown in its ability to keep you up 
to date on neighborhood and city 
resources, Summit Hill events and 
opportunities for you to participate 
in the health and vitality of your 
community.  Check us out and 
bookmark the address for future 
reference!  

In addition, we encourage resi-
dents to subscribe to the Electronic 
News List on the home page that 
provides up-to-date announce-
ments on late-breaking events, 
public meetings and issues. 

Among other things, the SHA web 
site has links and resource infor-
mation about crime prevention, 
senior services, recycling, neigh-
borhood improvement projects, a 
calendar of events and The Summit 
newsletter.  Links connect you to 
the City of St. Paul, the Grand 
Avenue Business Association and 
other sites of interest to Summit 
Hill residents.

If you have suggestions about how 
we can improve the web site or 
about any other neighborhood 
concerns, go to the “Contact SHA” 
link on the home page and give us 
your thoughts!

www.summithillassociation.org

Reservations 
715.354.3646

2799 27th Street 
Birchwood, WI 54817 

StoutsIslandLodge.com

come to

the Island 
of 

Happy Days.

Just 2 hours from Saint Paul

As of late, St. Paul has been a very busy 
place.  

From re-imagining Ford Motor Company’s 
former assembly plant in Highland Park 
as a “21st Century Community” and the 
transformation of Lowertown to the debut 
of Can Can Wonderland in the Hamline-
Midway neighborhood, we have a lot going 
on.    

However, it is also a time where the eyes of 
local government officials seem to be focus-
ing everywhere besides Summit Hill.  For 
example, if you have tried to cross Lexington 
Avenue in the last 10 years, and have actu-
ally had to jump over a pile of bricks leftover 
from the crumbling crosswalk, you know 
what I mean. And that’s just for starters.    

Possibly more than ever, we need leaders 
(with long memories) who know the value 
and importance of our neighborhood to the 
City of St. Paul as whole. The revitalization 
of our neighborhood in the ‘80s and ‘90s 
is what has provided local government with 
ongoing ability to continue to rejuvenate 
other areas of this wonderful city.

At our May Board of Directors meeting, 
we were happy to host Ward 2 Council 
Member Rebecca Noecker as guest speaker. 
She represents four distinct areas: West 7th, 
the West Side, downtown and Summit Hill. 
Lots of varying needs.

We asked Council Member Noecker to 
specifically address what she has been able 
to accomplish on behalf of Summit Hill 
residents since she was elected in 2015.  She 
responded by saying that she would touch 
on her work for Summit Hill at the end of 
her remarks, after describing her citywide 
initiatives. Needless to say, that was disap-
pointing. 

What we would have liked to hear from 
Noecker is that she is doing everything she 
can to help ensure Summit Hill remains a 
vibrant, welcoming and historic asset for the 
entire city. Here are three key areas that we 
believe can benefit from the Council Mem-
ber’s investment in attention and time:
•	Invest	in	Neighborhood	Safety	and	
 Community-Building: Continued   
 investment in Summit Hill is necessary  
 to enhance crime-prevention efforts and  
 pedestrian safety and traffic-calming init- 
 iatives. This is especially important along  

President’s Report
If Squeaky Wheels Get the Oil, We Need to Get Squeaking

By Andrew Rorvig

 the Grand Avenue corridor. Noecker  
 should review and support funding  
 requests that would advance these efforts.
•	Understand	the	Importance	of	Preserving
 the Historic Nature of Summit Hill:  
 Demolition and incompatible construc- 
 tion that detracts from the character of
 the neighborhood is not reversible. Pend- 
 ing completion of the neighborhood 
 Historic Survey, the Council Member  
 should carefully scrutinize requests for 
 demolitions.
•	Support	the	SHA/District	16	Planning		
 Council: As democratically elected 
 neighborhood representatives, the SHA  
 board of directors has the interests of 
 the neighborhood top-of-mind, all the  

 time. As Noecker develops relationships  
 in the neighborhood and an apprecia-
 tion of the values that make Summit Hill  
 attractive to its tax-paying residents, it is  
 our hope that a spirit of collaboration  
 with SHA will deepen.

You play a role, too! As SHA works to ad-
vance working relationships with Noecker 
and other city officials, I ask you to play the 
role of “squeaky wheel.” Let your voice be 
heard directly, so that Summit Hill stays 
top-of-mind with our Council Member.

Follow Rebecca Noecker on Facebook, 
where she invites residents to regular 
“Community Coffees” and “Ward 2 Happy 
Hours.” Or call, write or email to let her 
know how you feel about recycling, parking 
meters, pedestrian safety, preservation ef-
forts and whatever else is on your mind.

As President Harry Truman said, “An op-
timist is one who makes opportunities out 
of his/her difficulties.” That is certainly the 
case here. This is a prime time for each of 
us to provide the leadership we need at this 
important point in time. 

Andrew Rorvig is president of 
the all-volunteer SHA Board of 
Directors. He lives on Lincoln 
Avenue.

SHA president Andy Rorvig and board member Amanda Karls in the Grand 
Old Day parade. (No squeaky wheels on this car!) Rorvig served as Neighbor-
hood Grand Marshal. Photo Courtesy of Stephanie Hynes

Follow Rebecca 
Noecker on Facebook, 
where she regularly 
extends invitations to 
Community Coffees 
and Ward 2 Happy Hours. You should also 
feel free to email her at rebecca.noecker@
ci.stpaul.mn.us or call her at 651-266-8622.

SHA provides regular updates on Coun-
cil Member Noecker’s voting, related to 
issues affecting the neighborhood. Check 
the website at www.summithillassociation.
org for the latest update.

KEEP UP WITH 
YOUR COUNCIL 
MEMBER
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the ‘Hill Area JOIN SHA ON FACEBOOK
Find other neighbors and friends;  

search for the Summit Hill Association 
and join the group today!

Executive Director’s Report

My husband and I were thrilled to move 
into the Summit Hill neighborhood 13 
years ago. Like so many residents, we were 
attracted to the vibrancy and beauty of this 
place. There are few locations in Minnesota 
with historic homes, great parks and unique 
local businesses.  

Over time, I learned that Summit Hill 
includes two historic districts. This was of 
special interest to me when our family re-
modeled our kitchen and went through the 
process of historic review. I learned that the 
SHA Zoning and Land use Committee is 
committed to helping preserve the heritage 
and architecture of these beautiful spaces.  

When I joined the Summit Hill Association 
as Executive Director on March 1, I realized 
that SHA was far more than the group that 
hosts Garage Sales, Progressive Suppers and 
has a House Tour.  I became acquainted 
with the rigorous process that the Zoning 
and Land Use committee uses to thought-
fully make recommendations on variances 
proposed by residents and developers. 

These variances seek exemption from ordi-
nances designed to preserve Summit Hill’s 
memorable character and stately avenues. 
It’s important to have sound oversight when 
considering these issues, especially in a time 
of needless demolition and urban growth. 
Neighbors rely on this committee to facili-
tate conversations on disputes.  

The decisions and recommendations of our 
volunteer SHA Board of Directors often im-
pact our day-to-day lives. The board provides 
our City Council Members with perspective 
and point of view on issues that directly 
affect Summit Hill residents … everything 
from crime and parking meters to zoning 
and land use issues.  

The board also supports pedestrian-safety 
initiatives and traffic-calming ideas.  Our 
all-volunteer board members advocate for 
Summit Hill neighbors in all that they do. 
Please consider attending a monthly board 
meeting or joining a committee. Or talk 
to me about how to apply for a seat on the 
board of directors.

I am excited to serve you, and look forward 
to meeting as many residents as possible.

Monica Haas is Executive 
Director of the Summit Hill 
Association. She lives on St. 
Clair Avenue. 
director@summithillassocia-
tion.org or 651-222-1222.

What Makes Summit Hill a Vibrant, Welcoming 
and Historic Place? Y-O-U
                By Monica Haas

Cultural and Public Interest Highlights:
•	Architecture nationally recognized for its value as historic public art
•	Summit Avenue, recently named, again, as one of “America’s 10 Great Streets”
•	Home to nation’s first shelter for victims of domestic violence, and numerous residential 

recovery and treatment centers
•	Home to the Governor’s Residence
•	 Includes Grand Avenue, a rare urban business district
•	Hosts events including Grand Old Day, Twin Cities Marathon and multiple pedestrian 

and bike-friendly events throughout the year
Financial Contributions:
•	Contributes more property tax per capita than any other district in the City of St. Paul
•	Provides a valuable source of sales tax revenue from Grand Avenue businesses
•	Welcomes tourists and other area visitors

YOU SHOULD BUY THIS BOOK!
Learn about our neighborhood’s very 
own Wimbledon champion, where John 
Dillinger slept and how Ayd Mill Road 
got its name by ordering a copy of “A 
Grand History: The Summit Hill Neigh-
borhood’s First 200 Years.” Proceeds 
support the nonprofit Summit Hill 
Association. Visit summithillassociation.
org/books/ or stop by the SHA office at 
860 St. Clair Ave. Each book is $15.

Emerald Ash Borer Update
As reported in the April 2017 edition of 
The Summit, the majority of ash trees along 
Grand and Summit Avenues currently are 
not visibly infested with emerald ash borer. 
In fact, no ash borer removals are scheduled 
in District 16 for the remainder of 2017. 
However, as 18% of the boulevard trees in 
Summit Hill are ash, they all will have to be 
removed eventually.

The overall goal of City Foresters is to main-
tain and sustain our urban forest, which cov-
ers 32.5% of the total land area of St. Paul. 
A city program has been in place since 2010, 
to treat with insecticides or remove declining 
and/or damaged trees. 

Replacement of ash trees with maples is not 
an emphasis of the program, as more than 
40% of boulevard trees in Summit Hill are 
maples. The focus is on diversification.

Homeowners may have boulevard trees 
treated at their own expense, with a permit. 
Costs range from $250 for strategic use of in-
secticides to between $700-$1,000 to remove 
an ash tree. For more information, visit the 
Forestry Department’s section of the City of 
St. Paul’s website at stpaul.gov.eab.

Should You Spot a Rat …
Summer street and sewer construction often 
disrupts the rodent population. So should 
you spot rats or other unwanted wildlife in 
outdoor places they shouldn’t be, don’t hesi-
tate to call Animal Control at 651-266-1100.

If a rat happens to enter your basement 
though, you’re on your own in dealing with 
it. But call the city anyway; the department 
will put poisoned bait in the sewers until the 
rats go back where they came from.

#KSPB, and T-Shirts, Too
Summit Hill resident Nick Hannula, who 
inadvertently launched the talk-about phrase 
“Keep St. Paul Boring,” said he doesn’t actu-
ally think St. Paul is boring. 

The slogan started as in inside joke among 
Twitter users motivated to see the city 
become more friendly to pedestrians and cy-
clists. But now it has become a conversation 
topic on the city’s past, present and future 
identity.

Depending on your sense of humor, you 
might find it fun to follow the Keep St. Paul 
Boring page on Facebook, where you can 
also order t-shirts and bumper stickers.

News     Notes&

Serving the Summit Hill Neighborhood 
since 1947

982 Grand Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651-228-1316

LloydsAutomotive.net

Call for reservations 
651.224.5715

374 Selby Avenue,  
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102 

WAFrost.com

Proud neighbor since 1975 Savor the summer.



6 Check out the SHA web site for current info: www.summithillassociation.org

BUILDING HOURS:
Monday  7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Tuesday  6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Wednesday 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Thursday 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday  7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday       9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Call  Linwood Recreation Center at 651-
298-5660 for specific class information.

Zumba Classes
Instructor: Jackie Munoz

MARTIAL ARTS: SOO BAHK DO
Instructor: Mike Kelly, Certified Master 
Instructor  
For more information call Mike Kelly at 651-
214-1485 or email: mike@kellyrenewals.com.  
Please contact Linwood at 651-298-5660 to 
register. For ages 6 to adults this is a tradi-
tional martial art emphasizing discipline, 
concentration self-confidence, personal 
development, self-defense, conditioning 
and more. Learn from and internationally 
ranked certified master instructor with 20+ 
years of experience.  Family discounts are 
available..

Introductory Classes for New Students 
(includes uniform)-
Saturdays from 9-9:45 a.m.  Fee: $75 for 2 
months.  Sessions:  Ongoing for ages 6+

Ongoing Classes for returning 
Students-
Tue.  4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sat.    9:45-10:45 a.m.
Fee:  $45/month or $105/3 months
Sessions: Ongoing Ages 6+

ADULT/SENIOR FITNESS & WELLNESS 
CLASSES AT LINWOOD
Our certified instructors at Linwood offer 
a variety of fitness and wellness classes to 
accommodate all levels of participants in 
fun atmosphere. All classes are $5/session.  
Discounted punch cards are available for 
purchase.  A 20 Fitness Punch Card is $80, 
and a 12 Fitness Punch Card is $54. Punch 
cards do not expire and may be used for any 
Linwood aerobics class.  Punch cards may 
not be used for the Exercise/Weight room. 

Early Bird Fitness Workout: 
Day Spring with the Fittest
Instructor: Cliff Swyningan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 a.m. 

Pilates Mind/Body/Strength
Instructor: Cliff Swynigan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 p.m. 

Complete Fitness Challenge
Instructor: Colleen Tusa
Tuesday   10:30 a.m.
Friday   9:30 a.m. 
Saturday   9:00 am. 

Forever Fit
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Monday   9:15 a.m.

55 Plus Workout
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Tuesday/Thursday 9:15 a.m. 

Yoga: Earth Moon
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Wednesday  9:15 a.m.   
Wednesday  7:45 p.m. 
Friday   12:00 p.m.

FITNESS/WEIGHT ROOM
Linwood Rec. Center 651-298-5660

This room consists of 7 nautilus Cybex 
machines, two treadmills, two stair climbers, 
and two exercise bicycles plus one elliptical 
machine for cardiovascular training. Locker 
rooms are available for members. To use the 
equipment, you may pay daily fee of $3 or 
purchase a Twelve month/Annual member-
ship.

Memberships:
Daily   $3.00
Single Adult   $30.00
Non –St Paul Residents  $60.00

Volunteer Coaches
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offers a 
variety of coaching opportunities in youth 
athletics. As a volunteer coach you can help 
develop young athletes, provide leadership, 
promote good sportsmanship and be a 
positive role model. If you have experience 
or are willing to learn coaching fundamen-
tals, we can give you the necessary skills and 
tools. All coaches will be trained through 
Saint Paul’s coaching certification program. 
All coaches are required to consent to a 
background check. The average time com-
mitment is 2-3 hours per week for approxi-
mately 8 weeks. Please contact Linwood for 
more info!
  
Linwood staff: 
Philip McGraw (Community Recreation Special-
ist), Debbie Fulford, Dusty Horton, Liban Fagas, 
and Jamal Calato.  Preschool instructors:  
Bobbi Solberg and Susanna Maye Hartogh

Linwood Rec 
Center News

860 St. Clair Ave. • (651) 298-5660 

THE FINEST IN WINE BEER AND SPIRITS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

918 GRAND AVENUE 651-227-7039   •   FAX 651-228-0266
ST. PAUL WWW.1STGRANDAVELIQUORS.COM

1st GRAND AVE. LIQUOR, INC.

20% OFF your next purchase 
of non-sale Vintage Wine

Coupon must be presented                                    Exp 01/01/057/31/17

15%

36 CESAR CHAVEZ STREET, ST. PAUL, MN 55107

P: 651-221-9029     F: 651-221-0224

E: concord@usfamily.net

Things to do on the ‘Hill 
Grand Old Day

Continued from Page 1

Servers Working the Festival Garden in the Walgreen’s parking lot are Kevin 
Barry, left, Molly King, SHA board members Henry Moyers and Cathie Wilson, 
and Steve Wilson.

Photographs by Hayden Howland and Patricia McMorrow

Connie DeLage, execu-
tive director of the Grand 
Avenue Business Associa-
tion, checked in with Festival 
Garden volunteers.

SHA board member Hayden Howland, front/
left, gets a lift from St. Paul Police officers on 
Grand Old Day duty.

shouting at a bus stop and someone throw-
ing beer from an apartment window.

Tina McNamara, senior commander of 
the St. Paul Police Department who has di-
rected Grand Old Day staffing for 12 years, 
said officers worked the event on foot, on 
bicycles and motorcycles, with increased 
presence in alleys surrounding the enter-
tainment district.

Preliminary reporting indicated three cita-
tions issued for illegal parking of cabs and 

one for public urination. Three people were 
sent from Grand Old Day to detox.

The estimated crowd of 250,000 for the 
one-day event, accounts for about 85% of 
GABA’s annual revenue. Grand Old Day 
2018 is set for June 3.

* * * * *

Photos and article by Patricia McMorrow, a 
member of the all-volunteer Board of Directors. 
She lives on Fairmount Avenue, and has only 
missed one Grand Old Day in 25 years.
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View from the Avenue

• Exterior Wood Doors
• Interior Doors
• Wood Storm Doors

• Aluminum Storm Doors
• Arch Doors
• Wood DH Sash Kits
• Wood Storm Windows

• French Windows
• Wood Rot Specialists
• Stair Systems

Family Owned  
Since 1982

Installation 
Available!

HISTORICAL DOORS, WINDOWS &  
MOULDINGS CUSTOM MADE FOR YOUR  

TURN OF THE CENTURY HOME.

612-721-1111 aamillwork.com

WOOD WINDOWS

EXT. & INT. DOORS

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

AAMillwork_Ad_SummitNews1_12.indd   1 1/11/12   4:57 PM

North Star Grand Prix Swooshes Through Summit Hill

Men’s Pro/Elite racers swoosh across Lincoln Avenue onto St. Albans Street South, during the Grand Avenue St. Paul Criterium, also known as the second 
stage of the five-city North Star Grand Prix. The June 14 event, a benefit for Special Olympics, drew a family-friendly crowd that lined a three-block stretch 
of Grand and Lincoln Avenues, between Victoria and St. Albans.

Stuart Cox, left, Steve 
Kozachok, SHA board 
member Andy Gesell 

and Brent Fredrickson 
waited for the Women’s 
Pro/Elite racers to make 

another lap.

Nell Hurley, with her son, Jasper, took 
in the races with their puppy, Peony, 
who was rather unimpressed by the 
bikes whizzing by.

Joseph and Katrina Reuter, 
with their kids, Elizabeth and 

William, pedaled from their home 
on Osceola Avenue to cheer 

on the racers.

At least a few people walking past 
Leila and Oliver Stitzel, standing at 
the corner of Grand and Victoria, 
were heard to say, “Need More 
Cowbell!”

A budding artist 
named Stella used chalk 
as her medium to encourage 
men, women and kid racers with 
the message, “Go, Bikers!”

More than a few grown-ups ran at various rates of speed beside their kiddies 
during the Kids Fun Race at the North Star Grand Prix.

Photographs by Hayden Howland, Molly King 
and Patricia McMorrow



OPENING THE DOOR 
TO HOME

In town or around town,
working to serve you best

Jane Austin McGrath
651-282-9625

Tailoring & Alterations 
for Men & Women

Relining, Restyling 
& Reweaving

� � � � �

Hems, Zippers, Sleeves

� � � � �

Experienced in Leather & Furs

Hours:
Mon. – Fri., 9-6; Sat., 9-4

Tom’s Tailors
672 Grand Avenue

651-222-5953
a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

Mary Hardy

Finding and  
Selling Your Castle

651-225-3903

maryhardy@edinarealty.com
www.maryhardyonline.com

700 grand ave • st. paul • mn 55105

SHOP 
LOCALLY

...and say, 
“Thanks for 
supporting our 
community with 
your ad in  
‘The Summit’”

    LEARN TO SKATE!  
     Fall Classes Begin in October!  

  Classes for Preschoolers, Beginners, 
 Advance Skills, Hockey & Adults! 

     SIGN UP NOW FOR FALL  
       CLASSES! Lots of  Class Options! 

  

stpaulfsc.org >>group classes 
and

highlandlearntoskate.org  


