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NEWS FROM THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

Summit Hill Residents and Groups Honored 
by the City of St. Paul

Last year, the City of St. Paul’s District 
Council system hit a significant milestone by 
celebrating its 40th anniversary. Every year, 
the district councils come together at the 
beginning of the following year in January, 
to honor their constituents who have gone 
above and beyond in making their com-
munities a better place. On January 29th, 
2016 the city of St. Paul once again gathered 
to celebrate these individuals from all over 
the city. Volunteers play a critical role in the 
improvement of each of the seventeen plan-
ning districts. These individuals, groups and 
organizations were nominated and selected 
by their peers for their significant contribu-
tions. The 17 member District Council 
system is a national model for citizen partici-
pation in civic affairs.

The annual event is organized collabora-
tively by all the St. Paul Citizen Participation 
Planning District Councils, including Sum-
mit Hill Association to host the Neighbor-
hood Honor Roll Awards celebration. This 
year, SHA once again submitted the names 
of three of our volunteers for recognition.

At the time of going to press (in mid-
January), over 300 people were expected to 
turn out for the event. The event usually 
attracts people from all walks of life through-
out the city, and has continued to grow 
over the years. This prompted a change of 
venue in order to be able to accommodate 
more people. The event was still held at the 
University of St. Thomas, but moved to the 
Anderson Center. The event was packed 
with the usual good food, fun and entertain-
ment. It was also a great opportunity for 
volunteers and residents from different parts 
of the city to connect with one another and 
learn about and honor each other’s work. In 
keeping with tradition, a delicious spread of 
hors d’oeuvres and refreshments for attend-
ees was on the menu.

At the time of going to press, Mayor Chris 
Coleman was slated to open the event 
acknowledging the commitment and hard 
work for which the assembled volunteers 
are being recognized. City Council Presi-
dent Russ Stark, was on deck to present the 
2015 awards to the over 45 honorees from 

throughout the city - noting each person’s 
particular contribution to the health and 
vitality of their community and the city.

This year, SHA selected 1 resident and 2 
community groups from Summit Hill to be 
honored for their years of commitment to 
community.  Those selected were: Donna 
Swanson, the SHA Garden council and the 
Summit Hill MOMS Club. The names of 
these honorees will be added to the bronze 
Neighborhood Honor Roll plaques located 
outside the City Council chamber in City 
Hall.  We truly believe these individuals 
have made a tremendous difference in 
sustaining and improving the quality of 
life in the Summit Hill Neighborhood and 
beyond.  Below are the individual award 
citations for each SHA honoree. 

Donna Swanson
Donna Swanson was 
nominated by her neigh-
bor, Judy Schultz, for the 
SHA neighbor honor roll. 
She stated that, “Donna 

has gone to bat for us on several occasions. 
She previously worked for Dave Thune and 
is not shy in contacting him as issues arise.  
Her latest contribution is walking down 
Grand Ave and taking pictures of parking 
spots and sending them on to Thune. I 
credit her with his reversing his decision 
regarding parking meters.” Donna is also an 
active contributing member of our com-
munity and has been a part of numerous 
initiatives. You can read more about Dona 
in this month’s Volunteer spotlight column. 
For her time, dedication and passion to our 
community, we honor Donna Swanson.                 

The SHA Garden Council

The Summit Hill Association Garden Coun-
cil came together to initiate community 

(Honor Roll continued on p.2) 

Thank You SHA Annual Donors!
What You Made Possible in 2015

A big thank you goes out to all of our 
Summit Hill donors in 2015. Once again, 
Summit Hill individuals and businesses 
demonstrated their generosity for their 
neighborhood. Our goal in 2015 was to raise 
$5,000 from the community to support and 
sustain programs and activities that bolster 
the community-building work of the Sum-
mit Hill Association. The goal was not only 
achieved, it was surpassed with a final total 
$5,775!  

As always, your donations support the 
work and programming of the Summit Hill 
Association - your neighborhood citizen 
participation organization. The 2015 
Campaign is over, but it’s never too early 
to become a donor for 2016. All you need 
to do is send a check made out to“SHA” 

to 860 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. 
You can even donate online on our website: 
www.summithillassociation.org. And, of 
course, your donation is fully tax deductible. 
Another main source of our funding, is our 
biennial House Tour. The 2016 tour will 
be held in September. We are still in need 
of more homes to participate in this year’s 
tour. Please look inside for more details. An-
other great way of contributing is through 
volunteering your hours to the various activi-
ties and committees. As you read through 
what was accomplished in 2015, think about 
how you can connect with one of these com-
mittees in 2016!

With Your Help Last Year…
Pedestrian Safety & Traffic Calming
•	Once again co-sponsored the Annual 

Pedestrian Safety Awareness Week (August 
2nd –9th) this year. In addition to the 
Grand Avenue Business Association 
(GABA) and the Macalester Groveland 
Community Council, the committee 
played a lead role in bringing in other 
district councils to increase awareness of 
motorists and pedestrians of the need for 
greater safety on our streets. The event 
again included increased Saint Paul Police 
presence, adding increased crosswalk 
signage, enforcement, tickets and warnings 
to both pedestrians and motorist. 

•	The committee also coordinated with 
several other St. Paul District Councils 
and public and private entities to grow 
the citywide Pedestrian Safety Aware-
ness event.  The citywide event included 
participation/support from MnDOT’s 

Toward Zero Deaths Campaign, Saint 
Paul Walks, the Saint Paul Police Depart-
ment and Mayor Coleman’s office in 
bringing pedestrian safety issues front and 
center. This year, the Mayor’s office issued 
a proclamation recognizing the week as 
“Pedestrian Safety Week.”

•	The committee continued their work 
in ensuring that safety continues to be a 
priority on Grand Avenue nodes. They 
submitted a successful Capital Improve-
ment Budget (CIB) grant to the tune of 
$250,000 to the city. The money will 
go towards adding bumpouts and other 
structural improvements on some intersec-
tions on the avenue, to increase pedestrian 
safety. 

(Thank You SHA Donors continued on p.2)
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SHA News and

Serving the Summit Hill Neighborhood 
since 1947

982 Grand Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651-228-1316

LloydsAutomotive.net

The 2016 SHA Board
Bridget Alan Ales, Linwood Avenue
Matt Braun, Goodrich Avenue
Lori Brostrom, Summit Avenue
Perry de Stephano, St. Clair Avenue
Sue Evens, Milton Street
JoAnn Hawking, Women’s Advocates
Nicholas Hooper, Summit Avenue
Hayden Howland, Victoria Street S
Gary Huffman, GABA
Don Husband, Grotto S
Andrew Gesell, Bank Cherokee
Amanda Karls, Lincoln Ave
Pat McMorrow, Fairmount Ave
Rob Morse, Osceola Avenue
Shannon O’Toole, Avon Street S
Jason Parr, Grand Avenue
Mark Peschel, Summit Avenue
Peter Rhoades, Milton Street
Andy Rorvig, Lincoln Avenue
Sophie Rupp, University Club
Philip Wahlberg, Fairmount Avenue

Stop by and say “Hi”! 
Your One-Stop Shop for 

neighborhood info and referral; 
friendly SHA staff are here to help!

Nelima Sitati, 
SHA

Executive
Director

Theresa Nix, 
Community Organizer/

Crime Prevention 
Coordinator

How to contact the 
Summit Hill Association

Please note, our email addresses have 
changed effective immediately. 
General SHA office via email:

info@summithillassociation.org
Nelima Sitati - 

Nelima@summithillassociation.org
Theresa Nix - 

Theresa@summithillassociation.org
The phone number remains the same at

651-222-1222.

Need 
a Blue 
Bin?

Blue recycling bins have been a symbol 
of St. Paul’s recycling program for more 
than 15 years. The City of St. Paul pro-
vides blue bins for curbside recycling at 
no charge to St. Paul residents.

Note - Summit Hill Residents: Bins can 
only be picked up at the SHA Office 
in the Linwood Community Center, 860 
St. Clair Ave.  Please call ahead at 
651-222-1222 to request what you need 
and to find out SHA office hours. 

gardening in the Summit Hill neighbor-
hood. Through their activities, they have 
created a space for community members 
to realize their desires for urban farming. 
The garden activities have created a place of 
robust community engagement and a place 
for the community to connect. In addition 
to making great structural improvements to 
the garden area, they have also included a 
community perimeter in the garden where 
the public can share some of the produce. 
They also donate some of their harvest to 
the Hallie Q. Brown food shelf and increase 
their supply of fresh produce for the users. 
They have made the Summit Hill Commu-
nity and surrounding community a better 
place.

Summit Hill MOMS Club

The Summit Hill MOMS Club creates space 
for parents and guardians to come together 
with their kids to share some play and adult 
time. They have become a source of great 
information for parents looking to prepare 
their children for school, through hosting 
their annual Pre-K fairs. They also collabo-
rate with other organizations to provide 
useful trainings and information that help 
parents and guardians in addressing the 
challenges of raising children, such as child 
safety concerns. For being a great resource 
and partner for parents and youth in our 
community, we nominate the Summit Hill 
MOMS Club for their great work.

Honor Roll
Continued from p.1

Thank You SHA Donors
Continued from p.1

Crime Prevention & Connections
•	Block and Building Clubs continued to 

be a priority. There was some recruitment 
of new leaders for community building 
and crime prevention. Staff also sent out 
monthly SHA crime reports and alerts 
to residents, and coordinated with the 
precinct to address areas of concern for 
residents. This year, there was also a train-
ing held for Block club Leaders that was 
led by the Western District Police. SHA 
currently has about 60% of the neighbor-
hood blocks organized.

Environment Awareness & Action
•	The community gardens continue to be 

a great place for community connections. 
The gardens are also a beautiful sight 
especially when they are in full bloom. 
The Garden Council added structural 
improvements to the area and once again 
successfully applied for a STAR grant 
from the city to continue doing the work.

•	The organization continued to promote 
neighborhood environmental awareness 
and participation through providing bins 
for curbside recycling

Community Events
•	These year we held 2 successful Progres-

sive Suppers and 1 neighbohoodwide 
garage sale. 

•	There were also 3 SHA After Hours 
events held. These are a great place to 
meet and greet your new and old neigh-
bors in a relaxed and social setting while 
patronizing a local business.

Communication & Outreach
•	Utilized SHA multi-media to provide 

residents and Grand Avenue businesses 
with up-to-date information & notifica-
tions on important events, meetings, City 
notices through The Summit newsletters, 

the SHA website, the monthly E-News 
Bulletins,  Villager column, Facebook, 
monthly Crime Incident & Community 
Alerts, and more.

•	Provided Information and referral infor-
mation on request through SHA Staff.

Zoning & Land Use
•	Addressed commercial & residential 

zoning and land use issues that impact 
the future look and quality of life in our 
neighborhood and along Grand Avenue. 

•	The committee continued to address the 
growing concerns around demolition of 
historic homes in Summit Hill and sur-
rounding communities. The committee 
held 2 community meetings to ensure that 
there was community input in these areas, 
and even as the city worked on changing 
its Design Guidelines.

•	The committee organized the community 
and collaborated with GABA to ensure 
that there was community input, and that 
the community’s voice was heard on the 
proposed issue of placing parking meters 
along Grand Avenue.

SHA Donors 2015
Sustainers
Matthew Bailey, Sharon & Bill Clapp, Terry 
Cullen & Sarah Garner, William & Patricia 
Litchy, Lee & Carole Schram, Rob Morse, 
Mark Peschel & Nina Hakanson.

Benefactors
Anne D. Simpson, Art & Martha Kaemmer, 
Brian & Kathleen Wenger, Daniel Halv-
rosen, Deborah R Olson, Elizabeth Cobb 
& Peter Maye, Estelle Quinn Sell, Hayden 
Howland, James & Teddy Gesell, John & 
Marcy Wengler, John A. & Priscilla R. Mac-
Dougall, Jon & Ann Cieslak, 

(Thank You SHA Donors 2015 cont. on p.6)

Be a Part of the 
2016 Summit Hill House Tour!

Are you interested in having your home 
featured on the Tour? Contact us to get 
more details about what’s involved. We’d 
love to showcase a variety of homes, includ-
ing historic or renovated condominiums 
and apartments, throughout the Summit 
Hill Neighborhood.  Contact the Chair of 
the House Tour, Sue Evens at 651.337.8995, 
sueevens@kw.com or SHA staff Nelima or 
Theresa at 651-222-1222 for more informa-
tion.

We need volunteers now for a variety of 
specific positions preparing for the Tour, 

including coordinating the post-Tour party, 
contacting local businesses for ad sales, 
and helping to coordinate Tour logistics. 
Contact Chair Sue Evens at 651.337.8995, 
sueevens@kw.com or Nelima Sitati and The-
resa Nix at Summit Hill Association office, 
651.222.1222 for more information. 

If you are interested in volunteering the day 
of the Tour, you can sign up now! House 
Tour volunteers get a free SHA 2016 House 
Tour t-shirt and will join us for a post-Tour 
thank-you reception. 

Contact Tim Pramas, at timpramas@
aol.com for more information.

The House Tour is a great way to get in-
volved in your neighborhood. Proceeds from 
the Tour are used to support the SHA office 
and neighborhood programs like 
•	Block	Club	Organizing
•	Crime	Prevention
•	Annual	Neighborhood	Clean-up
•	Neighborhood	Communications
•	Summit	Hill	Community	Garden
•	Pedestrian	Safety
•	Oversight	of	Zoning	and	Licensing	issues.

SAvE THE DATE! The biennial Summit Hill House Tour will be held Sunday, September 11, 2016



651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.Lisa Roering  
OWNER/OPERATOR

WELCOMING  YOU AND YOUR CAR SINCE 1986!

651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.

2016 SHA
CALENDAR

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Meetings are held in the Linwood Com-
munity Center, 860 St. Clair Avenue unless 
noted otherwise.  Dates and time may 
change.  Call SHA at 222-1222 to confirm.
•	Board	of	Directors	-	second	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Executive	Committee	-	last	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Communications/Outreach	Committee		
 - 3rd Tuesday, 7 p.m.
•	Pedestrian	Safety/Traffic	Calming	
 Committee - 4th Tuesday, 7 p.m.
For the following Committees, please call for 
meeting time/location:
•	Environment	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Development	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Zoning	and	Land	Use	Committee	–	as		
 needed.
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Next Newsletter Deadline: 
February 25, 2016

Curbside Recycling: 
Every Friday, recycling 
must be out by 7 a.m.

Neighborhood Events

The Summit is prepared by Nelima Sitati, Editor; 
Kay Willshire, Ad Coordinator; Becky Siekmeier, 

Layout Editor; and contributing writers.

FEBRUARY
  1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
11 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
16 Communications Committee
23 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
25  Executive Committee
25 Summit newsletter deadline

MARCH 
10 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
15 Communications Committee
22 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
31   Executive Committee

APRIL 
  1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
14 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
19 Communications Committee
26 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
28  Executive Committee
28 Summit newsletter deadline

MAY 
  7 Spring Neighborhood Garage Sale
12 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
16 Annual Neighborhood Cleanup
17 Communications Committee
24 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee 
26  Executive Committee

Restoring Your Home?     Clip This Ad!

NORTHWEST
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

Lights Rewired & Restored • Hardware Cleaned, Polished & Lacquered

We have lots of…
Vintage Lights; chandeliers, sconces, school globes, original & 
reproduction glass shades.

House Hardware; brass & glass doorknobs, door plates, window
catches, hinges, locks, antiqued furniture hardware, etc.

Large Items in our Garages; clawfoot tubs, radiators, wood trim
and all types of interior & exterior doors.

981 Selby Avenue • 651-644-9270 or 651-227-0382
Open weekdays 12 to 6 pm, (Wed 12 to 4 pm), Saturdays 11 to 4 pm

COMING APRIL 2016:
Annual Spring Progressive Supper

The Summit Hill Association will once 
again be sponsoring a Spring Progressive 
supper. This is a great opportunity for you 
to connect with your neighbors both old 
and new. Sumptuous favorite recipes are 
shared along with good conversation, and 
you only get to prepare one course of the 
meal. The event will be held in April of this 
year. Please look out for an application form 
in the April issue of The Summit. 

UPCOMING SHA EVENTS: More Details in the April Issue

COMING MAY 2016 
SHA Spring Plant Exchange

The SHA Spring plant Exchange is 
back this year! Residents and com-
munity members of Summit Hill will 
have an opportunity to bring any ex-
tra plants you might have to donate, 
or for exchange. The plant exchange 
will be held in May 2016. Please look 
out for more specific details on the 
SHA website and in the April edition 
of The Summit.

It is not too early to make plans for your 
Spring cleaning. This year, the Summit Hill 
Association’s annual Spring Neighborhood-
wide Garage Sale is Saturday, May 7th, 2016 
from 9 a.m. until mid-afternoon.
 
A minimum of 20 participants are 
needed in order to hold this Summit 
Hill neighborhood-wide sale.
 
The sale participation fee is $20/sales loca-
tion.  You coordinate and staff your own 
garage sale and retain all proceeds. Consider 
joining together with neighbors and/or 
make it a SHA Crime Prevention Block or 
Building Club social event.
 
Sales sites receive advance copies of the 
Garage Sale Sites flyer, two bright yellow 
“Summit Hill Garage Sale” posters and 

SAVE THE DATE:
SHA 2016 Spring Garage Sale

May 7, 2016 • 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
advertising in the Pioneer Press, the Star 
Tribune and Villager newspapers and on 
the SHA website at summithillassociation.
org and other social media outlets.  The very 
popular SHA Garage Sales flyers with a sales 
“navigation” map will be available to the 
community at each sale site, at the Linwood 
Recreation Community Center and on-line 
on the SHA website.

Note: Your email address is needed for us 
to confirm your registration. 

Don’t have email? Contact the SHA Office at 
651-222-1222 or info@summithillassocia-
tion.org

PLEASE NOTE: 
THERE WILL BE NO FALL SUMMIT HILL 

GARAGE SALE THIS YEAR
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The SHA 
Website: 
A Good 

Source for 
Neighborhood 

Information

Established in June 2004, the Sum-
mit Hill Association Web site at 
www.summithillassociation.org has 
grown in its ability to keep you up 
to date on neighborhood and city 
resources, Summit Hill events and 
opportunities for you to participate 
in the health and vitality of your 
community.  Check us out and 
bookmark the address for future 
reference!  

In addition, we encourage resi-
dents to subscribe to the Electronic 
News List on the home page that 
provides up-to-date announce-
ments on late-breaking events, 
public meetings and issues. 

Among other things, the SHA web 
site has links and resource infor-
mation about crime prevention, 
senior services, recycling, neigh-
borhood improvement projects, a 
calendar of events and The Summit 
newsletter.  Links connect you to 
the City of St. Paul, the Grand 
Avenue Business Association and 
other sites of interest to Summit 
Hill residents.

If you have suggestions about how 
we can improve the web site or 
about any other neighborhood 
concerns, go to the “Contact SHA” 
link on the home page and give us 
your thoughts! 

www.summithillassociation.org

Happenings in

v

651.330.5999 
TheCommodoreBar.com    

Historic venues. 
             Legendary events.

651.280.4120 
Hotel340.com

651.290.7135
TheSPAC.com

651.290.7135 
UniversityClubofStPaul.com

651.224.0525 
WAFrost.com

 Whether your event calls for  the grandeur of a historic urban penthouse or the hip cool of a  

prohibition era speakeasy, Commonwealth Properties has a perfect location for groups from 20 to 400.

We’d Like Your Input—
Proposed Extensions to 
2016 Grand Old Day

GABA has also said it will request sound 
level variances on Saturday from 12 pm to 9 
pm and Sunday from 8 am to 7 pm.

SHA will be hosting a community meeting 
on Monday February 8th. The meeting will 
be held at the Linwood Recreation Center 
meeting room on 860 St. Clair Avenue, St. 
Paul, MN at 7:00 p.m. The purpose of the 
meeting is to give GABA an opportunity to 
present on their plans for the 2016 Grand 
Old Days event, and to give the community 
a chance to give input. 

In addition, SHA is gathering input through 
a survey on their website at www.summithil-
lassociation.org.  You can either go to the 
website to click on the survey link, or type 
the survey URL into your browser:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Gran-
dOldDayChanges

If you have any further questions or com-
ment, please contact SHA staff at 651-222-
1222 or info@summithillassociation.org.

Here is GABA’s statement regarding why it 
is requesting these changes:

Grand Old Days is produced by the Grand 
Avenue Businesses Association and helps 
to fund the Grand Avenue Business as-
sociation and community wide activities. In 

2015 over $10,000 in revenue from Grand 
Old Days funded GABA taking the lead 
on the City’s parking meter proposal. The 
revenue from the 2015 Grand Old Day also 
funded the creation of the District Council 
Improvement Grant, a grant that will be 
given to each of the district councils that 
works with GABA for use on projects or 
programs in each district council. Other past 
projects funded by Grand Old Days includes 
pedestrian safety flags, and bike racks. The 
revenue from Grand Old Days also funds 
other activities year round such as Paws on 
Grand, BooFest, & Grand Meander.  

In addition, in 2015 GABA gave back over 
10% of the Gross Revenues from Grand Old 
Days to local charities and non profits. 

For 2016 Grand Old Days will be celebrat-
ing its 43rd year, and has some exciting 
improvements in the works to make Grand 
Old Days even better for the community. 
The first thing we are working on to improve 
Grand Old Days for the neighborhood is 
additional restrooms located by the alleyways 
as people leave the event. We will also now 
be policing the entire neighborhood from St. 
Clair to Selby, with the cops patrolling the 
North-South Streets. For clean up in 2016 
we will be adding the sweeping/cleaning 
of all North-South Streets from Lincoln to 
Summit as well as the entire sweeping/clean-
ing of Lincoln and Summit. 

SPECIAL 
MEETING
FEBRUARY 8TH

Grand Old Day is held every year on the first Sunday in June.  In 2015, it took place from noon until 6 p.m., with music and beer sales 
ending at 5 p.m., but the beer gardens remaining open until 6 p.m.

For 2016, the Grand Avenue Business Association (GABA) has proposed an expansion of the event and has asked the Summit Hill As-
sociation (SHA) to approve permits which would allow these extensions.  Prior to taking any action, SHA would like to gather community 
input on the proposed changes requiring its approval, which are detailed below:

Grand Old Days 2016 Proposal: 

Saturday (New for 2016) - Grand 
Avenue remains open to traffic, with this 
day being is more of a Grand Meander Style 
event, focused solely on the business located 
on Grand. There will be the addition of 
Children’s rides and bounce houses down 
at Ramsey Junior High. GABA’s intent for 
Saturday is to offer our host bars, Billy’s, 
and Wild Onion, the option to have enter-
tainment in their lots similar to how we did 
Oktoberfest. With live music in their lots 
from noon until 8:00 p.m. and then clear 
the lots out.

Sunday -  Almost the same as in past years 
except we have had interest from 2 addition-
al business to have wine sampling in their 
lots. These lots would be run by GABA with 
no live music. The only other change is that 
we would like to allow people to remain in 
the festival gardens until 7:00 p.m. (as op-
posed to 6:00 p.m. in 2015) with music stop-
ping at 6:00 p.m. Doing this we can lessen 
the immediate outflow of people into the 
neighborhoods, by first clearing the people 
off of the avenue then from the lots. At 6:45 
pm. All North/South streets will reopen to 
traffic allowing for services such as Uber & 
Lyft access to the area to drive people home. 
The shuttle busses will run until 8:00 p.m. 
with vendor shut down will remain the 
same as 2015 and close at 5:30 p.m.

2015 2016
General Hours—Sunday 12 pm to 6 pm 12 pm to 7 pm
Music and Beer Sales—Sunday 12 pm to 5 pm 12 pm to 7 pm
Number of Beer Gardens—Sunday Six Eight (two with no live music)
General Hours—Saturday N/A 12 pm to 9 pm
Music and Beer Sales—Saturday N/A 12 pm to 9 pm
Number of Beer Gardens--Saturday N/A Two
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the ‘Hill Area JOIN SHA ON FACEBOOK
Find other neighbors and friends;  

search for the Summit Hill Association 
and join the group today!

   the holidays are coming. 

BE  STRONGER
THAN   COOKIES.

unlimited access  

GROUP   FITNESS  
over   40   classes   a   week 

TheSPAC.com
651-291-SPAC

MONTH-TO-MONTH    
CONTRACTS  from  $79

$1   Parking
Membership options that include  

University Club of St. Paul available.

Donna
Swanson
By Joseph Dowdy

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:

2016 Block Club Meeting Schedule:
Join us for the Saint Paul Western District 
Police and Community meeting. We will 
gather on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at 389 
N. Hamline Ave in Saint Paul. There will 
be two meetings with identical information 
for the public on that day. The morning 
meeting starts at 9:30 a.m. and the evening 
meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.:

February 16, 2016
March 15, 2016
April 19, 2016
May 17, 2016
June 21, 2016
July 19, 2016

August 16, 2016
September 20, 2016
October 18, 2016

November 15, 2016
December 20, 2016

Benefits of attending the police and commu-
nity meeting include being informed about 
what is happening in your street, getting to 
know your neighbors and interacting with 
your police commanders.

Mark your calendar and plan to join us.  
Please invite your neighbors, friends, and 
family. If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please feel free to contact us at the 
Summit Hill Association office at 651-222-
1222.

Crime Prevention: 
The Western District Police Department 
partnered with Eureka recycling to curb 
crime in Saint Paul neighborhoods over the 
recent holiday season.  In the past, there 
has typically been an increase in burglaries 
just after December 25th. However, this 
year’s post-holiday crime statistics were very 
different in the Summit Hill Neighborhood. 
After a crime alert was issued in November, 
residents have been careful about what they 
have put in their trash and recycling bins. 
There was a renewed sense of empowerment 
to prevent and address crime instances. 
Block leaders talked with one another and 
learned from each other as neighborhood 
leaders.  We are glad to report that this 
trend of decreased crime has continued into 
2016. Remember, your connection to your 
neighbors makes a difference. Thank you to 
all the block and building club leaders who 
participated in our Community Conference 
Call with the Western District Police depart-
ment. The conversation was robust and 
informative. If you are interested in receiving 
the minutes from this meeting, email crime 
alerts or reports from the Summit Hill As-

Crime Prevention in Summit Hill
sociation, please send an email request with 
your name to info@summithillassociation.
org. 

Individualized Recommendations for 
Securing Your Home: 
Reserve Officers are trained civilian vol-
unteers who provide many services to the 
community to assist police. A Volunteer 
Reserve Officer will do a “Premise Survey” 
of your property upon receiving a completed 
request form. They will check things such 
as lighting, locks (windows and doors), 
landscaping, etc. You are not required to do 
any of the changes they suggest – these are 
suggested improvements that could help to 
secure your home! Call Community Services 
Unit at 651-266-5485 for more information 
or simply complete this form and mail to the 
address listed on the form.

Going on vacation? Have a Reserve 
Officer Keep an Eye on your home:
Vacation watch is a FREE service provided 
by the Saint Paul Police Reserve Officers. If 
you are going to be away from home for 2 
– 30 days, you can register with the Reserve 
Officers to check on your home by calling 
the Community Services Unit at 651-266-
5485.

You will need to provide details such as the 
time you will be away, any key holders for 
your home, is anyone going to be going into 
your home to water plants, feed pets, etc.? 

If the Reserve Officers see that your home 
has been tampered with; doors open, win-
dows open, etc., they will call for an officer 
who will respond and treat the call as a pos-
sible burglary in progress.

Please inform the people you entrust as key 
holders of this. Again, call the Saint Paul 
Police Community Services Unit at 651-266-
5485 to register for VACATION WATCH!

Residential Burglary Prevention Tips
It is important for the community to help be 
the eyes & ears for the Saint Paul Police
Department by reporting suspicious activity. 
Any call to the police is valid. If you see any-
thing that seems out of the ordinary for you, 
your neighbors, and your area, the police 
WANT you to call so they are able to check 
it out. If you see a person(s) walking through 
alleys or the neighborhood that seem to be 
checking things out, call the police immedi-
ately. Seeing a person in a neighbor’s yard, 
attempting to enter their home, or looking 
in windows should be an immediate 911 
call.

It is essential that people keep doors locked 
at all times and again, report any activity 
that is unusual or suspicious for your neigh-
borhood to the police by calling 911.
Information you are able to provide such 
as a description of person(s) may help to 
identify a suspect or a vehicle make, model, 
and license plate (even partial plate number) 
is helpful.

Other crime prevention tips:
•	Never leave items such as a purse, wallet, 

briefcase, lap top case, etc. in sight of win-
dows where someone might see them.

•	Have model and serial number of your 
belongings kept in a safe place.

•	If you do not have sufficient lighting on 
your property, consider installing motion 
lights or dusk to dawn lighting. If you have 
lights that are not this type, turn them on. 
It takes only cents a month to keep these 
lights on during the evening hours and 
may prevent someone from entering your 
yard or property.

•	If you have a security system, use it even 
if you are leaving for a short time. Again, 

we are asking that the neighbors be aware 
of these recent burglaries and to please 
report any activity that you think may be 
suspicious or unusual. Call the Saint Paul 
Police at either 911 or the non-emergency 
number, 651-291-1111 at any time of the 
day or night to report a possible crime in 
progress or suspicious activity.

You are the “eyes and ears” for the commu-
nity. Do for your neighbor as you would like 
them to do for you by reporting to the police 
if anything seems, or looks unusual. This 
helps to keep our neighborhood a safe place 
to live, work, and play in for everyone.

Contact the Western District Police office at 
651-266-5512 for general questions, or 651-
266-5625 for the Western District Crime 
Prevention Unit for safety suggestions.
Watch for updated news, stay in touch, or 
ask questions on the Western District
Facebook page – and don’t forget to Like or 
Friend us!

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
Saint Paul Police Department

Non-emergency 651-291-1111
Possible crime in progress, 911

Summit Hill resident Donna Swan-
son has been a block club leader on 
Goodrich Avenue for over 10 years. She 
has volunteered to relay important informa-
tion to her neighbors related to neighbor-
hood and St. Paul City issues. In addition, 
she has successfully planned six National 
Night Out celebrations for her block club.

Swanson says, “I got involved in SHA when 
my daughter was young. We would go to 
her basketball games and Karate classes 
and check-in about what was happening in 
the neighborhood by visiting the office. I 
became the go-to person on the block for 
information, I just really enjoy people and 
getting to know my neighbors and shar-
ing information is helpful to my folks on 
Goodrich Avenue.” 

“If I could give any advice to someone who 
was thinking about getting more involved in 
SHA it’s this: just show up. Don’t be afraid 

to introduce yourself, it is 
rewarding to get involved 
and understand neigh-
borhood issues and 
meet your neighbors.  
Even though Swanson’s 

daughter is in high school 
now, she still remains 

involved. When asked what 
inspires her to be active in her community, 
Swanson responded “helping people, I just 
like to be helpful.”

Swanson built her personal power over time 
by showing up at events and making tangible 
connections with people.  She says, “I under-
stand how important it is to communicate 
with your block, neighborhood, district and 
keep information flowing.”  

Swanson has worn many hats through 
the arch of her career. She started out as 
an educator, then went on to become the 
Legislative Aide to Ward 2 St. Paul City 
Council Member Dave Thune along with 
Government Relations Coordinator at the 
MN Department of Education. Currently, 
Swanson is serving as the Executive Director 
of St. Paul Police Foundation.
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• Exterior Wood Doors
• Interior Doors
• Wood Storm Doors

• Aluminum Storm Doors
• Arch Doors
• Wood DH Sash Kits
• Wood Storm Windows

• French Windows
• Wood Rot Specialists
• Stair Systems

Family Owned  
Since 1982

Installation 
Available!

HISTORICAL DOORS, WINDOWS &  
MOULDINGS CUSTOM MADE FOR YOUR  

TURN OF THE CENTURY HOME.

612-721-1111 aamillwork.com

WOOD WINDOWS

EXT. & INT. DOORS

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

AAMillwork_Ad_SummitNews1_12.indd   1 1/11/12   4:57 PM

Events at St. John the 
Evangelist Episcopal Church

Located at 60 Kent Street, St. Paul

SHOP 
LOCALLY

  ...and be sure to say, 

“I saw your ad 
in The Summit”

Sung Compline Services 
Every Thursday
Compline is a short service of ancient 
prayers, psalms, chanting, and mystery. In 
keeping with the earliest practices of the 
monastic communities, Compline is lit only 
by candlelight, held at a time when the work 
of the day is finished and the quietness of 
evening begins to settle over the hearts and 
minds of those gathered in prayer. You are 
invited to join us for Sung Compline at St. 
John’s at 7:00 p.m. every Thursday evening. 
Incense is used at this service. 

Ash Wednesday Services
Wednesday, February 10
St. John’s will hold two Ash Wednesday ser-
vices. The first will be at noon; the second 
will be at 7:00 p.m.. Both services will take 
place in the main church. Ash Wednesday 
leads us into the season of Lent. The ashes 
may symbolize our inescapable mortality, 
but the message is more fairly one of en-
couraging us to focus on what really matters 
in life and in our faith.

Mary’s Lament: Christ Crucified
Saturday, February 20 
We will be blessed to experience a special 
evening of music and readings on Saturday, 
Feb. 20 at 7:30 p.m. in the main church 
sanctuary. Mary’s Lament: Christ Crucified 
will be the crucifixion narrative through the 
eyes of Jesus’ mother, Mary. It will include 
poems, songs, hymns and narration selected 
by the director.  Special music will also be 
presented including vocal soloists, instru-
mentalists, and choir.  Solo works of Samuel 
Barber (his Crucifixion and St. Ita’s Prayer) 
and Carlisle Floyd (The Pilgrimage) will be 

sung by Krista Palmquist, mezzo-soprano.  
Several works from Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater 
will be sung by sopranos, Emily Greenleaf 
and Shanta Hejmadi. Bill Sherfey, bassoon-
ist and John MacBain, violinist will also per-
form.  The St. John’s adult choir will sing 
works of Morton Lauridsen (Sure On This 
Shining Night), Handel’s Behold, the Lamb 
of God (Messiah) and Widor’s Mass (Kyrie 
and Agnus Dei).  This will be a memorable 
evening you will not want to miss!

Holy Week and Easter Services
Everyone is invited to worship at St. John’s 
during Holy Week and Easter. Our services 
include:

•	Monday through Friday (March 21-
25): simple morning Eucharist at 7:30 a.m. 
in the chancel with preachers from our 
congregation. 
•	Maundy Thursday (March 24): Holy 

Eucharist at 7:00 p.m. with foot washing, 
stripping of the altar, and reserving of the 
Sacrament.  
•	Good Friday (March 25): penitent 

services at noon and 7:00 p.m. with com-
munion from the Reserve Sacrament and 
veneration of the Cross. 
•	Holy Saturday (March 26): the Great 

Vigil of Easter at 7:00 p.m. with the light-
ing of the new fire and the reading of our 
salvation history. This is the highest liturgi-
cal moment in the Christian year and is 
full of contrasts between chanted words 
and spoken stories, between darkness and 
light, and between mystery and revelation. 
A festive reception follows.
•	Easter Sunday (March 27): Joyous Eu-

charist at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

Benefactors Continued
Lori Ricke, Philip Wahlberg, R. James 
Gesell, Robert & Helen Mairs, Spangler 
& de Stefano – PLLP, Stephen & Margaret 
Gadient, William C. Moyers, and Leila 
Poullada. 

Sponsors
Andrew Rorvig & Amanda Karls, Ariel 
Dickerman, Barbara Taylor Anderson, 
Becky Erickson, Brian & Bonnie Alton, 
Charles & Theresa Stander, David & Amy 
Moore, David Thompson, Debra Sit & 
Peter Berge, Dorothea Gumbrill, Francil 
& Noreen Farell, Helen & John A Buche, 
James & Ardis Niemann Noonan, James P 
Richardson, John & Laura Bischof, John & 

Mary Kay Dolan, John R. Otteson, Leon-
ard G & Adelia K Wilson, Linda J Camp, 
Marie & Keith Dotseth, Marit Brock, Mark 
Shirk & Kathleen Knauer, Mary E. Conway, 
Michael Carroll & Kay Wilshire, Michael 
Hartoonian, Nancy & Frank Martin, Peter 
& Ellen Brown, Peter Lockwood, Peter 
Rhoades, R & E Lockwood, Richard D 
Huhn, Sarah J Flanagan, Stephen Rose, 
Tamar Fox & Daniel L. Yahn, Perrin Lilly 
and Anonymous.

Donors
Ralph & Loanne Tharane, Sherelyn Ogden, 
Diane Wolfson, Owen & Marcella A. Con-
nolly, Stephen Markowitz, Susanne & David 
Spitzer, Anonymous, Amy J Samelian, Ann 

Thank You SHA Donors 2015
Continued from p.2

& Stephen Russell, Anna & Tom Kiesel-
bach, Arnold M Steffes Jr., C.M. & Ellen 
Morrow, Dede Wolfson, Edward & Monica 
Cook, Gerald Smith & Juliet Branca, James 
Fennell, Jeanne O. Cornish, Katherine B. 
Larson, Katherine M. Devine, Kathleeen & 
David McManus, Mark & Jeanne Jacobson, 
Mark Reis, Mary Louise Imm, Mary Louise 
Klas, Mary Porter & Thomas Hays, Novel 
Electronics, Inc, Patricia McMorrow, Rich-
ard & M. Dee Plagens, Rita & Bill Messing, 
Stanley Shepard, Teresa L Skally, Valerie 
Heise Thompson, Larry Soderholm, Larry 
Soderholm & Judith Parr, Ronald Parker, 
Teresa Borzcik & Andre Rabins, W & R 
Messing, Leveda Faulkner and 11 Anony-
mous Donors.

Doors open at 8:30 a.m. for light refresh-
ments. Lunch is provided. Location to be 
determined (in Saint Paul). Please RSVP at: 
http://goo.gl/forms/kohSllWBvM.

Is your District Council grappling with 
directives to “diversify your board” or ques-
tions about the make-up of your leadership? 
Saint Paul is racially and socioeconomically 
diverse – and most non-profit organizations 
across the metro are facing pressure from 
the outside and from within to become 
more welcoming, representative, inclusive, 
and “diverse.” This is no easy task, especially 
if you are a small organization with too 
much work and neighborhood boards that 
have their own character and interests (and 
time constraints!). Yet, it is likely that some 
of your staff and some of your board or 
committee members are interested in learn-
ing more and tackling this topic.

We invite you to bring these individuals 
together and attend a free innovative train-
ing on “Building Inclusive and Welcoming 
Neighborhood Organizations” to strengthen 
the work of District Council leadership 
– staff, board, and committee members - 
emphasizing practical strategies and tools 
to identify, welcome and develop neigh-
borhood leaders of color. Through group 
discussion, role plays, and action planning, 
participants will identify their own next 
steps to bring back to their organization. 
District Councils are encouraged to send 
teams of 2 or more, ideally including at least 
one staff member and one board member. 

Free Training for St. Paul District Councils:
Building Inclusive & 

Welcoming Neighborhood 
Organizations

Saturday, February 6, 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Following the training, each participating 
District Council may access an additional 
free 4 hours with CURA staff – for consult-
ing, advising, facilitation, etc. during 2016.

Training is provided by Malik Holt-Shabazz 
and Ned Moore, both staff of the Minne-
sota Center for Neighborhood Organizing 
(MCNO), a program of the Center for Ur-
ban and Regional Affairs at the University 
of Minnesota. MCNO envisions neighbor-
hoods and communities where people are 
organized to identify and tackle local issues, 
building vital communities that value full 
participation and embody racial equity and 
economic justice. Our mission is to support 
place-based organizations to successfully take 
on local issues by developing the skills of 
community organizers and leaders.

Training and consulting are part of Board 
Repair’s project “Diversifying Neighbor-
hood Organization Boards to Increase 
Effectiveness,” funded by James L. and John 
S. Knight Foundation, and in partnership 
with Frogtown Neighborhood Association. 
Board Repair is an independent network 
organized by and for people of color to 
create a more effective nonprofit sector by 
increasing participation of people of color 
on boards and committees in the Twin Cit-
ies. We achieve our mission by collaborating 
with others to host gatherings, trainings, and 
group mentorship. www.tcboardrepair.org.If 
you have questions, please contact Jun-Li at 
tcboardrepair@gmail.com

Linwood Monroe Arts 
Plus PTA Annual 
Plant Sale

The Linwood Monroe Arts Plus PTA is now 
taking pre-orders for its annual plant sale. 
Delivery takes place the first week of May 
(in time for Mother’s Day). We partner with 
Green Earth Growers to offer a wide variety 
of annuals, vegetables, herbs as well as 
hanging baskets and patio pots. Pre-ordering 
ensures that you get exactly what you want! 
Additional stock will be available after the 
pre-order deadline but will be limited to re-
maining stock and will not include hanging 
baskets or patio pots.  

Order by Friday, April 8 at http://www.
squareup.com/market/LMAPPTA.  Ques-
tions? Please contact Karen Stupic, Plant 
Sale Coordinator at karinka73@hotmail.
com. Proceeds benefit arts programming at 
Linwood Monroe Arts Plus.
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Area Happenings 

Are you a person of color interested in your 
neighborhood or your stomping ground in 
Saint Paul? Are you a board member of a 
place-based organization? Or are you curious 
about how you might make an impact on 
the place you live and work?  Please join 
Board Repair for a 3 session training series 
(take some or all):

Neighborhood Organiza-
tions and the City of 
Saint Paul 
Wednesday, February 24, 6-8pm
Understand what organizations make a 
difference in neighborhoods, and how the 
city works.

Non-profit Board Basics 
Boot Camp
Wednesday, March 16, 6-8pm
Learn the basics of non-profit organizations 
and board of director responsibilities.

The 101 of Finding and Join-
ing a Board
Wednesday, April 20, 6-8pm
How do you find an organization and board 
that you want to join? What questions 

Understanding 
Saint Paul Neighborhood 
Organizations and Boards

e e e 

Workshops designed for people of color 
with an interest in Saint Paul neighborhoods

should you ask them? What should you 
know about yourself? Finish this session 
with a game plan that suits your interests.
Registration required at: http://goo.gl/
forms/934D40Zi89

Each session includes a light dinner (doors 
open at 5:30). Locations to be determined 
but will be in Saint Paul. First 30 partici-
pants receive a stipend of $50 for attending 
each session.  Following sessions, you will 
have optional access to project staff to sup-
port you.  Due to the focus of our project, 
preference will be given to people of color 
who have an interest in Saint Paul specifi-
cally.  However, we will fit in as many people 
as we can.
These sessions are provided as part of Board 
Repair’s project “Diversifying Neighbor-
hood Organization Boards to Increase 
Effectiveness,” funded by James L. and John 
S. Knight Foundation.  Board Repair is an 
independent network organized by and for 
people of color to create a more effective 
nonprofit sector by increasing participation 
of people of color on boards and commit-
tees in the Twin Cities. We achieve our 
mission by collaborating with others to host 
gatherings, trainings, and group mentor-
ship. www.tcboardrepair.org

Calling all gardeners! Whether you are a 
seasoned green thumb, or green to garden-
ing, this is an invitation to the upcoming 
Summit Hill Gardening season. If you are 
interested in registering for a plot, please 
visit the Summit Hill Association website 
to download the Summit Hill Community 
Garden Application & Guidelines form.   
Registrations will be available on the SHA 
website by February 1st, 2016 at www.
summithillassociation.org and are due to 
the SHA office by March 1st.  Please send 
in your applications to info@summithil-
lassociation.org or by mail to 860 St. Clair 
Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105. Plot fees will 
be determined soon.
 
Plots will be assigned by mid-March and plot 
fees will be due by May.  If there is more 
demand than plots available, names will be 
drawn by lottery.  Further details including 

Planning Underway 
for 4th Season of 

Community Garden! 
By Kate Pearce, Community Garden Councilmember

plot fees can be found in the Application & 
Guidelines document. 
 
If you are interested in getting involved with 
garden planning now, please contact the 
SHA office or email the garden directly at 
summithillcg@gmail.com.   The planning 
group meets monthly - all gardeners are 
welcome!   

Get household items fixed for free 
and learn valuable repair skills at an 
upcoming Fix-It Clinic. 

At Fix-It Clinics, residents bring in small 
household appliances, clothing, electron-
ics, mobile devices and more to receive 
free guided assistance from volunteers with 
repair skills to disassemble, troubleshoot and 
fix items.

Fix-It Clinics build community connections 
and reduce the number of repairable objects 
that are thrown in the trash.

Bring your broken household goods and 
clothing in need of repair. Please also bring 
any tools and supplies you think might help 
with the job. Events are first come, first 
served.

2016 Dates
Saturday, February 27, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Shoreview Library, 4570 Victoria Street N., 
Shoreview, MN 55126

Saturday, March 26, Noon - 3 p.m.
Merriam Park Library, 1831 Marshall Av-
enue, St. Paul, MN 55104

Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Maplewood Library, 3025 Southlawn Drive, 
Maplewood, MN 55109

Saturday, May 21, Noon - 3 p.m.
Highland Park Library, 1974 Ford Parkway, 
St. Paul, MN 55116

Saturday, June 25, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Public Works Facility, Marsden Room
1425 Paul Kirkwold Drive, 
Arden Hills, MN 55112

You must be able to carry items in - no 
oversized items. Feel free to bring any tools 
and supplies you think might help with the 
job. However, our volunteers have plenty of 
tools, so it’s not mandatory. 

The following are examples of things that 
have been repaired at other fix-it events:
•	 Antique radio; Stereo; 
•	 Blender; Steam mop.
•	 Camping lantern; Lamp
•	 Clothing and other soft goods to mend 

or alter.
•	 Dremel tool; Sewing machine;
•	 Toaster oven; Toaster.
•	 DVD player; Remote Control;   

Telephone headset.
•	 Electric hot water kettle.
•	 Fan; Flashlight; Hair dryer.
•	 Paper shredder.
•	 Toys.

If you can troubleshoot repairs for broken 
items, consider volunteering at a Fix-It 
Clinic. Volunteer fixers who have skills 
in soldering, electronics repair, electrical 
repair, sewing, wood working and general 
tinkering are essential to making the clinics 
successful.

Please email AskEH@co.ramsey.mn.us or 
call 651-266-1199 for details and to sign up.

Fix-It Clinics
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Staff (L to R): 
John Solberg, John Que-
sada, Debbie Fulford, 
and Bryan Rasmussen; 
Not pictured: 
Brian Tobritzhofer, Kelly 
Jannett, Dusty Horton 
and Mary Moore

Your “Saint Small”TM Agent

Ted Powell
Lifelong	Saint	Paul	resident	and
Summit	Hill	resident	since	2009

700	Grand	Avenue	Office
www.saintsmallagent.com

651-225-3929

BUILDING HOURS:
Monday  7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Tuesday  6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Wednesday 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Thursday 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday  7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday       9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Sunday             Closed

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
Presidents Day -- 7:00 a.m.  – 9:00 p.m.
Easter Good Friday and Monday -- Regular 
Building Hours

YOUTH DANCE CLASSES
Instructor: Carla Ekwall

YOUTH AND ADULT GUITAR LESSONS
Instructor: Joseph Walls of Acoustic Walls
Call  Linwood Recreation Center at 651-
298-5660 for specific class information.

Martial Arts-Soo Bahk Do
Instructor: Mike Kelly, Certified Master 
Instructor  
For more information call Mike Kelly at 
651-214-1485 or email: mike@kellyrenewals.
com.  Please contact Linwood at 651-298-
5660 to register.

From ages 6 to adults this is a traditional 
martial art emphasizing discipline, concen-
tration self-confidence, personal develop-
ment, self-defense, conditioning and more. 
Learn from an internationally ranked 
certified master instructor with 20+ years of 

experience.  Family discounts are available. 
For more information call or e-mail Mike 
Kelly.

Introductory Classes for New Students 
(includes uniform)
Saturdays from 9-9:45 a.m.  
Fee: $75 for 2 months.  
Sessions:  Ongoing for ages 6+

Ongoing Classes for returning 
Students 
Tue/Sat  June 2/6
Tues.   4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sat.    9:45-10:45 a.m.
Fee:   $45/month or $105/3 months
Sessions: Ongoing Ages 6+

Summer Sports Registration for Youth
Registration for youth basketball is March 
1st-31st. However, we will still accept regis-
trations after that if space is available.  Reg-
ister for Softball /Baseball/T-Ball/Nearball 
and Lacrosse. Please call Linwood to register 
or go online at www.stpaul.gov/parks.

ADULT/SENIOR FITNESS & WELLNESS 
CLASSES AT LINWOOD
Our certified instructors at Linwood offer 
a variety of fitness and wellness classes to 
accommodate all levels of participants in 
a fun atmosphere. All classes are $5/ses-
sion.  Discounted punch cards are available 
for purchase.  A 20 Session Fitness Punch 
Card is $80, and a 12 Session Fitness Punch 
Card is $54. Punch cards do not expire 

and may be used for any Linwood aerobics 
class.  Punch cards may not be used for the 
Exercise/Weight room.

Early Bird Fitness Workout: Day 
Spring with the Fittest
Instructor: Cliff Swyningan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 a.m. 

Pilates Mind/Body/Strength
Instructor: Cliff Swynigan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 p.m. 

Complete Fitness Challenge
Instructor: Colleen Tusa
Tuesday  10:30 a.m.
Friday  9:30 a.m. 
Saturday  9:00 am. 

Forever Fit
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Monday  9:15 a.m.

55 Plus Workout
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Tuesday/Thursday 9:15 a.m. 

Yoga: Earth Moon
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Wednesday 9:15 a.m. & 7:45 p.m. 
Friday  12:00 p.m. & 1:15 p.m.

FITNESS/WEIGHT ROOM
Linwood Rec. Center 651-298-5660
This room consists of 7 nautilus Cybex 
machines, two treadmills, two stair climbers, 

Things to do on the ‘Hill 
Linwood Rec 
Center News

and two exercise bicycles plus one elliptical 
machine for cardiovascular training. Locker 
rooms are available for members. To use the 
equipment, you may pay daily fee of $3 or 
purchase a Twelve month/Annual member-
ship.

Memberships:
Daily   $3.00
Single Adult   $30.00
Non –St. Paul Residents  $60.00

volunteer Coaches
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offers a 
variety of coaching opportunities in youth 
athletics. As a volunteer coach you can help 
develop young athletes, provide leadership, 
promote good sportsmanship and be a 
positive role model. If you have experience 
or are willing to learn coaching fundamen-
tals, we can give you the necessary skills and 
tools. All coaches will be trained through 
Saint Paul’s coaching certification program. 
All coaches are required to consent to a 
background check. The average time com-
mitment is 2-3 hours per week for approxi-
mately 8 weeks. Please contact Linwood for 
more info!
  
Linwood staff: 
Brian Tobritzhofer (Community Recreation 
Specialist), John Quesada, John Solberg, Kelly 
Jannett, Debbie Fulford, Dusty Horton, Mary 
Moore, and Bryan Rasmussen.  
Preschool instructors:  
Bobbi Solberg and Susanna Maye Hartogh.

860 St. Clair Ave. • (651) 298-5660

Having a Big Gathering at 
Your House This Year?
Check These Out at the SHA Office

These portable containers for recycling and organics collapse for 
easy transport and come with your choice of signage and bags. 

Whether you're hosting a block party, 
graduation, family reunion, or other gather-
ing, make it a green event! Consider using 
recycling and organics containers to reduce 
waste. These portable containers collapse 
for transport and come with your choice 
of signage and bags that attach to the as-
sembled frame. Containers are loaned by 
the Summit Hill Association at no cost to 
Ramsey County residents and organizations 
for any temporary gathering. Contact the 
SHA office at 222-1222 for more info.

If you are collecting only a few bags of organ-
ics, you can drop them off at the Pleasant 
Avenue Yard Waste Collection Site during 
regular hours. Site is open until November 
30th. Look for the "Organics Recycling" col-
lection dumpster.

Go to this page on the Ramsey 
County website for more details about 
what organics are acceptable: 
http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/ph/rt/organ-
ics_recycling.htm
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GABBING ON GRAND
Grand Avenue Business Association 

THE FINEST IN WINE BEER AND SPIRITS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

918 GRAND AVENUE 651-227-7039   •   FAX 651-228-0266
ST. PAUL WWW.1STGRANDAVELIQUORS.COM

1st GRAND AVE. LIQUOR, INC.

20% OFF your next purchase 
of non-sale Vintage Wine

Coupon must be presented                                    Exp 01/01/053/31/16
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By Mary Cich

Grand Old Days 
Registration Now Open
Grand Old Days is now taking applica-
tions for 2016 Event Vendors and Parade 
Units. Last year Grand Old Days broke 
attendance records with over 300,000 
festival visitors choosing from 150 differ-
ent food vendors, listening to more than 
a dozen different bands, participating in 
many sport and fitness activities, meet-
ing celebrities, shopping local artist and 
craft booths or just people watching. Over 
180,000 spectators came out to watch 
the parade. Sign up now and be one of 
the many Grand Old Days vendors who 
benefitted from these record numbers.

Be Part of the New 
Arts and Culture District
The west end of Grand Avenue will host 
a new district in 2016, where local artists 
and artisans will be able to display and 
sell their handcrafted items. The Arts and 
Culture District will be a vibrant celebra-
tion of local arts and culture. We will 
encourage vendors to add colorful fabrics 
and draping to their tents to add to the 
festive atmosphere.

The Arts and Culture District will include 
works from local artists, handmade goods 
and crafts from artisans. This area will 
also include ethnic foods, music, demon-
strations, exhibits and dance.

Artist booths are affordably priced to 
make this area available to all who wish 
to participate.  Artist Booths are priced at 
$75 and are limited to artist and artisans 
who have handmade, non-food items that 
are original creations.

Forti’s Sunrise Market 
By Amanda Karls

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

Forti’s Sunrise Market is new to Grand 
Avenue, but the Forti family history of 
cooking ethnic foods began in Minnesota 
over 100 years ago when Guilio Forti 
emigrated from Rome, Italy to Hibbing, 
Minnesota. It is there that Guilo opened a 
small bakery and began making specialties 
from his homeland and also learned to 
prepare foods from the other immigrant 
population communities that make up 
the iron range. 

Now Guilio’s great-grandson, Tom Forti 
and his wife Emily have expanded the 
family business to our neighborhood. 
Here Guilio’s tradition of  quality-crafted 
foods is still carried on in the Italian favor-
ites like porketta, stromboli and pizza on 
offer at Sunrise Market and in their other 
iron-range staples like a sweet Slovenian 
rolled walnut bread called Potica (pro-
nounced po-tee-za), Croation cabbage rolls 
called sarma and Cornish pasties.

While “Sunrise” may make you think 
daybreak, Sunrise Market is open Monday 
through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. and Sundays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. They do sell coffee and breakfast 
pastries, but as the “market” part of their 
name indicates, the Grand Avenue Store 
is not a bakery, but instead a specialty 
market. They also have an on-site and 
to-go restaurant menu of pizza and other 
fare.

Many of their market products are perfect 
for easy entertaining as they can go di-
rectly from freezer to oven, and are locally 
made with quality ingredients. Several 
items are made in Saint Paul or brought 
from the Hibbing Sunrise Bakery location 
which is still operated by other members 

of Tom’s family. I found it very interesting 
to learn that the Fortis actually make their 
own line of bronze-extruded pasta with 
local flour. Who knew dried pastas were 
being made right here in Minnesota? In 
addition to traditional dried pasta, they 
also have a gluten-free line and make a 
variety of frozen pastas, including ravioli 
and lasagna. Besides their own Italian and 
iron-range specialties, the Fortis also carry 
some imported products and a variety of 
locally made foods from other artisans 
including St. Paul Switchel, Ruhland’s 
Strudel and a good selection of Midwest-
ern meats and cheeses.  

The Forti’s move to Grand Avenue comes 
after opening a retail and production 
location on Pierce Butler Route. That 
location allowed them to expand opera-
tions, including their wholesale business. 
In fact, Sunrise now has products in over 
250 grocery stores in the upper Midwest. 
Sunrise products have also been a feature 
at several local farmers markets, includ-
ing the downtown Saint Paul Market. 
Now Tom and Emily are very excited to 
be open in this neighborhood where they 
have expanded visibility and better op-
portunities to sell their products to their 
own community. In fact, in addition to 
their business venture, Tom and Emily are 
raising a young family in their home on 
Sargent Avenue.   

I enjoyed meeting both Tom and Em-
ily, who are truly passionate about their 
business and the community. Stop in and 
meet them at Forti’s Sunrise Market on 
1085 Grand Avenue and check out some 
of their amazing products (I highly recom-
mend the tiramisu). 

Sign up Now
For those who are interested in participating as 
a vendor or as part of the parade, you can sign 
up now via www.GrandAve.com. Sign up now. 
Don’t miss this opportunity to be part of the 
2016 Grand Old Days!

If you are getting more than one 
copy, please contact us at info@
summithillassociation.org or by phone at 
651-222-1222. Let us know which mailing 
address designations are extra. Thanks!

Getting a 
Duplicate Copy 

of “The Summit” 
Newsletter?

The SHA Board of Directors tries to make 
it as easy as possible for you to share your 
concerns, questions (even compliments will 
be taken) during the Open Forum period 
at each monthly neighborhood meeting. 
The Forum is open for the first 10 minutes 
of each meeting which is held at the Lin-
wood Community Center Meeting Room.

If you have community concerns or ques-
tions that you would like to bring to the 
SHA Board of Directors’ attention (…these 
folks are simply your neighbors volunteer-
ing time for the good of Summit Hill!) we 
invite you to attend one of the monthly 
neighborhood meetings that are held on 
the second Thursday of the month. 

Monthly 
Open Forum

Over 200 people are 
“friends” with the 
Summit Hill Association. 
Shouldn’t you be too?  Get up-to-the-
minute news and find other neighbors 
and friends. Search for Summit Hill 
Association and join us.




