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NEWS FROM THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

The city of St. Paul once again gathered to 
celebrate and honor the work of outstand-
ing individuals throughout the city. These 
volunteers who are a critical component to 
the improvement of each of the seventeen 
planning districts were nominated and 
selected by their peers for their significant 
contributions. The 17 member District 
Council system is a national model for 
citizen participation in civic affairs.

The annual event is organized collabora-
tively by all the St. Paul Citizen Participation 
Planning District Councils, including Sum-
mit Hill Association to host the Neighbor-
hood Honor Roll Awards celebration. This 
year, SHA once again submitted the names 
of three of our volunteers for recognition 
(see below).

At the time of going to press (in mid-Janu-
ary), over 250 people were expected to turn 
out for the event. The event usually attracts 
people from all walks of life throughout the 
city. The Davu Seru Jazz Trio was in the pro-

gram to provide a cool background rhythm 
during the social portion of the program. In 
keeping with tradition, a delicious spread of 
hors d’oeuvres and refreshments for attend-
ees was on the menu.

Mayor Chris Coleman opens the event 
acknowledging the commitment and hard 
work for which the assembled volunteers are 
being recognized. City Council President 
Kathy Lantry, presents the 2014 awards to 
the over 45 honorees from throughout the 
city - noting each person’s particular con-
tribution to the health and vitality of their 
community and the city.

This year, SHA selected three Summit Hill 
residents to be honored for their years of 
commitment to community.  Those selected 
were: Barbie Byers, Don Husband and 
Judith Gavin. The names of these honorees 
will be added to the bronze Neighborhood 
Honor Roll plaques located outside the 
City Council chamber in City Hall.  We 
truly believe these individuals have made 

Summit Hill Residents Honored By City 
a tremendous difference in sustaining and 
improving the quality of life in the Summit 
Hill Neighborhood and beyond.  Below are 
the individual award citations for each SHA 
honoree. 

Barbi Byers
Nominated by Tim 
Pramas

Barbi’s long and 
dedicated service 
as our block leader 
warrants recognition 
as a good neighbor. 
She has welcomed 

our family and countless others to the SHA 
since we moved here in 2006.  Barbi’s tire-
less volunteer work has included: organizing 
gatherings, circulating information, coor-
dinating winter plowing and more! Barbi 
brings a cohesive and supportive environ-
ment to our neighborhood. Her work is 
truly good for the heart!

A big thank you goes out to all of our 
Summit Hill donors in 2014. Once again, 
Summit Hill individuals and businesses 
demonstrated their generosity for their 
neighborhood. Our goal in 2014 was to raise 
$4,000 from the community to support and 
sustain programs and activities that bolster 
the community-building work of the Sum-
mit Hill Association. The goal was not only 
achieved, it was surpassed with a final total 
$7,214.00!  

As always, your donations support the work 
and programming of the Summit Hill Asso-
ciation - your neighborhood citizen partici-
pation organization. The 2014 Campaign 
is over, but it’s never too early to become a 
donor for 2015. All you need to do is send 
a check made out to“SHA” to 860 St. Clair 
Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105. You can even do-

Thank You SHA Annual Donors!
What You Helped Us Do in 2014

nate online at our brand new website: www.
summithillassociation.org. And, of course, 
your donation is fully tax deductible. 

With Your Help This Year…
Have you wondered what your gift helped 
us to accomplish in 2014? Here are some of 
the programs and projects that your dona-
tion has brought to fruition:

Pedestrian Safety & Traffic Calming
•	 Once again co-sponsored the Annual 

Pedestrian Safety Awareness Week (Au-
gust 2nd –10th) with the Grand Avenue 
Business Association (GABA) and the 
Macalester Groveland Community Coun-
cil to increase awareness of motorists and 
pedestrians of the need for greater safety 
on our streets. The event again included 
increased Saint Paul Police presence, 
adding increased crosswalk signage, en-
forcement, tickets and warnings to both 
pedestrians and motorists. 

•	 This year, however, the committee also 
coordinated with several other St. Paul 
District Councils and public and private 
entities to launch the first-ever citywide 
Pedestrian Safety Awareness event.  SHA 
recognizes that pedestrian safety issues 
are not isolated to our neighborhood and 

felt the need to bring the education and 
enforcement campaign to other parts of 
St. Paul.  The citywide event included 
participation/support from MnDOT’s 
Toward Zero Deaths Campaign, Saint 
Paul Walks, the Saint Paul Police Depart-
ment and Mayor Coleman’s office in 
bringing pedestrian safety issues front and 
center.

•	 Partnered with Metro Transit to final-
ize plans for the new bus line #83 along 
Lexington Parkway with connections to 
the Green Line. Held successful public 
meeting with Metro Transit officials at 
Linwood Rec Center early 2014 to hear 
residents’ concerns regarding the size of 
the bus shuttle, the location and number 
of stops and issues concerning traffic 
congestion. 

Thank You Donors continued on p.2

Don Husband
Nominated by Rob 
Morse

Don faithfully serves 
on the SHA board 
and the Zoning/
Land Use Committee 
since 2010. He was 
instrumental in orga-

nizing neighbors to protect our rich histori-
cal character during a recent redevelopment 
project. Don persisted until a developer was 
found who agreed to maintain the historical 
integrity of the neighborhood by building 
single-family homes matching the surround-
ing neighborhood. It is for this dedication to 
Summit Hill, that I humbly nominated Don 
Husband for the Good Neighbor award.

Judith Gavin
Nominated by Libby Furlong
Judith makes the Summit Hill neighbor-

Honor Awards continued on p.3
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The 2015 
SHA Board

Adam Chelseth, Lexington Parkway S.

Perry de Stephano, St. Clair Ave

Sue Evens, Milton St.S.

Nicholas Hooper, Summit Ave.

Hayden  Howland, Victoria St. S.

Don Husband, Grotto St. S.

Amanda Karls, Lincoln Ave.

Rob Morse, Osceola Ave

Mark Peschel, Summit Ave.

Katie Roedler, Business: GABA Liason

Andy Rorvig, Lincoln Ave.

Sara Schmidt, Lincoln Ave.

Tim Schmidt, Lincoln Ave.

Nilgun Tuna, Lincoln Ave.

Philip Wahlberg, Fairmount Ave.

SHA News and

Stop By and 
Say “Hi!”! 

Your One-Stop Shop for 
neighborhood info & referral; 

friendly SHA staff are here to help!

Nelima Sitati, 
New SHA 
Executive
Director

Serving the Summit Hill Neighborhood 
since 1947

982 Grand Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651-228-1316

LloydsAutomotive.net

Let Them Cross Safely.

THINK OF THE IMPACT 
YOU COULD MAKE. 
Stop for Pedestrians. 

It’s the Law!

Thank You Donors
Continued from p.1

How a Book Club 
Came To Be

By Irena Nelson

Crime Prevention & Connections
•	 Promoted new Block and Building 

Clubs and recruited new Leaders for 
community building and crime preven-
tion; monthly SHA Staff crime reports 
and alerts to interested residents. SHA 
currently has about 60% of the neighbor-
hood blocks organized.

Environment Awareness & Action
•	Continued structural improvements to 

the Summit Hill Community Garden 
with creation of new perimeter fencing 
and plans for tool shed construction; 

•	 Promoted neighborhood environmental 
awareness and participation through 
curbside recycling, the Annual Neigh-
borhood Cleanup, and maintenance of 
recycling bins on Grand Avenue and 

local business recycling recognition efforts 
through the FROG initiative (For Recy-
cling on Grand).

Community Events
•	 Organized annual Progressive Supper and 

Neighborhood-Wide Garage Sale;

Communication & Outreach
•	 Utilized SHA multi-media to provide 

residents and Grand Avenue businesses 
with up-to-date information and notifica-
tions on important events, meetings, City 
notices through The Summit newsletters, 
the SHA website, the monthly E-News 
Bulletins,  Villager column, Facebook, 
monthly Crime Incident and Community 
Alerts, and more;

•	 Provided Information and referral infor-
mation on request through SHA Staff.

 
Zoning & Land Use
•	 Addressed commercial and residential 

zoning and land use issues that impact 
the future look and quality of life in our 
neighborhood and along Grand Avenue. 

•	 Began addressing growing controversy 
around demolition of historic homes in 

The American English dictionary defines 
“Book Club” as a group of people who meet 
regularly to discuss books they are reading. 
The Urban Dictionary defines Book Club as 
a “code” women use to get together to eat, 
laugh, and drink large amounts of red wine. 
In my book club, while we do enjoy reading 
wine bottle labels, we also have read some 
very intriguing titles and had some very seri-
ous discussions. 

I admit… I enjoy reading. 
So what drew me to join an 
organized reading group? 

My spouse and I had recent-
ly sold our rural family home 
north of Mahtomedi and downsized in 
every aspect we could think of. We joyfully 
drove our small moving truck to the best 
St. Paul neighborhood we knew...Sum-
mit Hill; and took up residence in a cozy 
3rd floor condo. All was good, but then I 
started to miss the interconnectedness of 
community and networking with women 
friends.

I contacted the Summit Hill Association 
and asked Jeff Roy if he would reach out 
to a few other community members to see 
if there were others as interested to form a 

group.  SHA placed short notices in each 
issue of The Summit newsletter asking read-
ers to contact SHA if interested in starting 
a new book club. Readers responded and 
we held our first organizing meeting at the 
Linwood Rec Center. After that, it took 
about a year of working out the kinks until a 
core group became regulars. 

Today, there are 10 to 12 of us. Not only 
are we connected through 
the book club, but we have 
helped each other to con-
nect to other Summit Hill 
experiences, volunteer work 
and people. 

Just to mention a few: The 2014 Summit 
Hill House Tour, Summit Hill Progressive 
Suppers, movie night at the Grandview 
Theatre, visits to Common Good Books, 
Children’s Hospital and Clinics- research 
and fundraising, the University Club, the 
Griggs Mansion, French Bulldogs, Café 
Latte, the AAUW, the Pioneer-Endicott, 
Zelda, and authors Fitzgerald and Hem-
mingway. 

Some of the titles we enjoyed in 2014 
were: The Paris Wife, Orphan Train, The 
Goldfinch, and The Round House. We look 

Summit Hill and homes in the city in gen-
eral  - without option for more local input.

SHA Donors — 2014
Sustainers
Thom & Michelle Bradley, Sharon & Bill 
Clapp III, Robert M. Morse, 
Todd & Kyoko Zaun

Benefactors
Brian & Bonnie Alton, Jan Cronquist & 
Lee Toman, Margaret & Stephen Gadient, 
R. James Gesell, Dorothea F. Gumbrill & 
Audun R. Fredriksen, Don Husband, Dr. 
Arthur W. & Martha H. Kaemmer, Adam & 
Stephanie Kim, Thomas & Kathy Kromroy, 
Ruth M. & Kenneth B. Lippin, Priscilla & 
William Litchy, William C. Moyers, Deborah 
Olson, Mark Peschel & Nina Hakanson, 
James K. Philippy, Leila Poullada, Anne 
Simpson, Carole & Lee Schram, The UPS 
Store on Grand, Ross Vellecourt & Hayden 
Howland, Marcy Wengler, 
Brian & Kate Wenger.

Sponsors
Barbara Taylor Anderson, Roger & 
Dorothy Anderson, Matthew Bailey, 

Thank You Donors continued on p.4

Calling 
All Renters!

Did you know that over 50% of Summit 
Hill residents are renters? Here at SHA, 
our resolution for 2015 is to reach as 
many Summit Hill renter neighbors as 
possible - in addition of course to home 
owners, condo residents and business 
neighbors. We want more renters to be 
aware of SHA, our programming, volun-
teer opportunities and how renters can 
become more involved in the leadership 
of SHA on the Board and on Commit-
tees! You can help shape the projects and 
services that SHA provides to renters. 

We want to hear from you.  Give us a 
call at 222-1222 or connect by email at 
summithill@visi.com, on our website at 
www.summithillassociation.org or our 
Facebook page - Summit Hill Associa-
tion. Our goal is to keep the entire com-
munity informed and safe. 

Renters - this is your personal invi-
tation to become better informed 
of community happenings and 
opportunities.

Theresa Nix, 
New SHA 
Community 

Organizer/Crime 
Prevention 

Coordinator



2015 SHA
CALENDAR

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Meetings are held in the Linwood Com-
munity Center, 860 St. Clair Avenue unless 
noted otherwise.  Dates and time may 
change.  Call SHA at 222-1222 to confirm.
•	Board	of	Directors	-	second	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Executive	Committee	-	last	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Communications	&	Outreach	Committee		
 - 3rd Tuesday, 7 p.m.
•	Pedestrian	Safety	&	Traffic	Calming	
 Committee - 4th Tuesday, 7 p.m.
For the following Committees, please call for 
meeting time/location:
•	Environment	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Development	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Zoning	and	Land	Use	Committee	–	as	
needed.
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Next Newsletter Deadline: 
February 26

Curbside Recycling: 
Every Friday, recycling 
must be out by 7 a.m.

Neighborhood Events

!

The Summit is prepared by Jeff Roy, Editor; 
Kay Willshire, Ad Coordinator; Becky Siekmeier, 
Layout Editor; and contributing writers.

FEBRUARY 2015
  2 Summit Newsletter Arrives
12 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
17 Communications Committee
24 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
26  Executive Committee
26 Summit newsletter deadline

MARCH 2015 
12 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
17 Communications Committee
24 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
26 Executive Committee

APRIL 2015
  1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
  9 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
21 Communications Committee
28 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
30 Executive Committee
30 Summit newsletter deadline

MAY 2015
  2 Spring Neighborhood Garage  
 Sale
  7 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
16 Annual Neighborhood Cleanup
19 Communications Committee
26 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
28 Executive Committee

651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.Lisa Roering  
OWNER/OPERATOR

WELCOMING  YOU AND YOUR CAR SINCE 1986!

651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.

Christmas 
Tree 

Recycling 
Fundraiser 
Brings in 

Some Green!

Don’t miss out! Here are some important 
events in 2015 to put on your calendar:

Summit Hill Neighborhood Garage 
Sale – Saturday, May 2nd    

The Summit Hill Association will once 
again sponsor a spring neighborhood garage 
sale on Saturday, May 2nd from 9 a.m. until 
mid-afternoon.  Selling used items helps you 
clean out your attic, basement or garage and 
if you can’t sell it or don’t want to keep it, 
bring it to the Neighborhood Cleanup Day 
later in the month.  For a $15 fee, participat-
ing households will receive copies of the Sale 
Site Listings flyer prior to the sale and two 
bright yellow “Summit Hill Garage Sale” 
posters.  SHA advertises the sale in city-wide 
and local newspapers, on the SHA website 
and provide additional flyers for the public 
to pick up at the SHA office before the 
sale.  Participating residents coordinate and 
staff their own garage sales and retain all 
proceeds.  Consider having your own sale or 
join together with a neighbor.  

Upcoming SHA Events: 
More Details in the April issue

May 2015 Annual Joint-Cleanup!
The annual Summit Hill Neighborhood 
Cleanup will be held in May.  Any resident 
in St. Paul can drop off materials at the May 
event. Please look for additional informa-
tion in the April issue of The Summit or 
Facebook, regarding date, site location, 
which items can be disposed of or recycled 
at the Cleanup and fees charged. 

Residents from District 16 are encouraged 
to clean out their garages, basements and 
attics and bring unwanted items for dis-
posal and recycling to the cleanup site. The 
cleanup is a perfect opportunity to organize 
your block for an alley, boulevard, or park 
cleanup.   Volunteers are needed for 3 ½ 
hour shifts and will be rewarded with a free 
lunch and free disposal of one load of ma-
terials. If you can help, please call the SHA 
office at 222-1222 to sign up for a few hours 
of work or for further information.

If you can help, please call the SHA office at 
222-1222 to sign up for a few hours of work 
or for further information.  

News Item: Building on the great success 
of last year’s tree recycling, the Community 
Garden council and volunteer team were 
in service again on Saturday January 10th. 
The recycling effort helped them to raise 
funds for improvements to the Summit Hill 
Community Garden while at the same time 
provided a great service to Summit Hill! 

About 70 homeowners sent in their $10 fees 
to SHA. It was so easy, and so much better 
for the environment!  Fifteen members of 
the Summit Hill Community Garden and 
one volunteer – using 4 trucks and a trailer, 
picked up Christmas trees set out on boule-
vards at registered homes on Saturday, Janu-
ary 10th until 1 p.m. The trees were taken to 
the Ramsey County Recycling Center where 
they will be turned into mulch and compost.  

The event raised around $700 to go toward 
Garden improvements. We want to thank 
the following volunteers for their incred-
ible commitment to the Community 
Garden during this fundraising event: 
Libby Furlong, Laura Michelson, Judith 
Gavin, Per Greibrok, Erin Roehl, Vanessa 
May, Beau Chaney, Elizabeth Wefel, Laura 
Dale Bischof, Jill Verchota, Jeanne & Mark 
Jacobsen, Kristin Thompson, Jesus and Nic 
Ortega, Janet Houck, Ron Parker …And 
SPECIAL thanks to Mark Nedoroski with 
his truck and trailer, who has helped every 
year even though he is not a member of 
the garden.  Thank you Mark!!! Additional 
thanks goes to Kate Pearce for her work in 
the planning process of yet another success-
ful event. We at the office received so many 
comments of thanks, gratitude and relief 
from residents who called and or stopped by 
the office to register, for this service. 

Didn’t get in on it this time?  “There’s 
always next year!” If you have a truck and 
are interested in helping next year, please 
contact SHA at summithill@visi.com.

Honor Awards
Continued from p.1

District 16/
Summit Hill Association 

and the District Council System

The City of Saint Paul officially established 
a citywide Citizen Participation Process by 
Council Resolution in October 1975.  Seven-
teen (17) Citizen Participation Districts were 
created.  The Summit Hill Association (SHA) 
was established in 1967, but with the forma-
tion of the Districts Council system, it became 
the District 16 Planning Council. 

District Councils are nonprofit neighborhood 
resources for civic engagement, crime preven-
tion block and building clubs, recycling and 
annual clean-ups, development and zoning 

issues, community planning, and navigating 
city processes.

District Councils plan and advise the City on 
the physical, economic, and social develop-
ment of their area, as well as on citywide 
issues.  Councils also identify neighborhood 
needs, initiate community programs, and re-
cruit volunteers.  Citizen Participation District 
Councils are a vital part of the city’s commu-
nication network, informing residents through 
community newspapers, neighborhood news-
letters, flyers, and community events. 



    
























 







































































































































































































































































































District 16

hood a better place to live or visit because of her dedication 
to the gardens and trees of Linwood Community Center 
parkland. She shows up to volunteer with tools and energy 
for mulching, watering, and nurturing newly planted trees 
and flowers. Judith’s efforts ensure the health of the trees, 
the beauty of the Rain Garden and the Sam Morgan Prairie. 
Many thanks to her for all she does so cheerfully!

Judith Gavin

District populations range 
from 4,300 to 27,000. 
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The SHA 
Website: 
A Good 

Source for 
Neighborhood 

Information

Established in June 2004, the Sum-
mit Hill Association Web site at 
www.summithillassociation.org has 
grown in its ability to keep you up 
to date on neighborhood and city 
resources, Summit Hill events and 
opportunities for you to participate 
in the health and vitality of your 
community.  Check us out and 
bookmark the address for future 
reference!  

In addition, we encourage resi-
dents to subscribe to the Electronic 
News List on the home page that 
provides up-to-date announce-
ments on late-breaking events, 
public meetings and issues. 

Among other things, the SHA web 
site has links and resource infor-
mation about crime prevention, 
senior services, recycling, neigh-
borhood improvement projects, a 
calendar of events and The Summit 
newsletter.  Links connect you to 
the City of St. Paul, the Grand 
Avenue Business Association and 
other sites of interest to Summit 
Hill residents.

If you have suggestions about how 
we can improve the web site or 
about any other neighborhood 
concerns, go to the “Contact SHA” 
link on the home page and give us 
your thoughts! 

www.summithillassociation.org

Happenings in

Taiko News Brief 
from Linwood 

Monroe Arts Plus!
Linwood Monroe Arts Plus Elementary School hosted a two-week-
long taiko residency for its third grade students!  Teaching artists 
from Mu Daiko, the taiko ensemble of Mu Performing Arts,  taught 
the exciting art and technique of taiko drumming - filling the school 
with big drum sounds and movement.  Funded by a Minnesota 
State Arts Board Arts Learning Grant, the residency culminated 
with a performance at both the Linwood and Monroe campuses for 
the students and their families on December 19th.

The SHA Board of Directors tries 
to make it as easy as possible for you 
to share your concerns, questions 
(even compliments will be taken) 
during the Open Forum period at 
each monthly neighborhood meet-
ing. The Forum is open for the first 
10 minutes of each meeting which 
is held at the Linwood Community 
Center Meeting Room.

If you have community concerns 
or questions that you would like to 
bring to the SHA Board of Direc-
tors’ attention (…these folks are 
simply your neighbors volunteering 
time for the good of Summit Hill!) 
we invite you to attend one of the 
monthly neighborhood meetings 
that are held on the second Thurs-
day of the month. 

Monthly
Open
Forum
We want 
to hear 

from YOU! 

Sponsors continued 
Laura D. Bischof, Marit Brock, Ellen Brown, 
Helen & John Buche, Michael A. Carroll 
& Kay Lynn Willshire, Jon & Ann Cieslak, 
Mary Conway, Ariel Dickerman, Jack & 
Mary Kay Dolan, Francis & Noreen Farrell, 
Maureen & Pat Flahaven, Sarah Flanagan, 
Candace & Scott Gislason, D. Halvorsen, 
H. Michael Hartoonian, Joan Higinbotham, 
Cheryl Kedrowski & Victor Barocas, David 
& Susan Klevan, Perrin & David Lilly, 
Elizabeth & Peter Lockwood, Kristine & 
David McKinney, Robert & Linda Madden, 
Helen Mairs, Nancy & Frank B. Martin, 
David & Amy Moore, Novel Electronics – 
Susan Diekrager, John & Chris Otteson, 
Kate Pearce, Shirley W. & Linda B. Pearl, 
Lori A. Ricke & Eric Dunn, Stephen & 
Kristen Rose, Lee & Carole Schram, Teresa 
Skally, Debra Sit & Peter Berge, Gerald 
Smith & Juilet Branca, Spangler and de 

Stefano - PLLP, Charles Stander, Maryann 
& Dr. C. R. Swayze, David Thompson, 
Valerie Thompson, Nilgun Tuna, Elizabeth 
Wefel, Sarah West & Raymond Robertson, 
Melinda Voss, Adelia & Leonard Wilson.

Donors
Anonymous, Jim & Carol Avant, David Bal-
asa & Alanna Kennedy, C. Brown, Linda J. 
Camp, Helen & John Buche, Adam Chels-
eth, Ed H. & Monica L. Cook, Jeanne & 
David Cornish, M. Dotseth, Helen Currier, 
Becky Lynn Erickson, Leveda & William B. 
Faulkner, Norma Finnegan, Richard Huhn, 
Mary Louise Imm, Amanda Karls, Mary 
Louise Klas, Irving & Gwen Lerner, Liana 
Magee & Thomas Kleinschmit, Dave & 
Kathy McManus, Nancy & Frank Martin, 
Rita & Bill Messing, John W. Miller Jr., 
Chuck M. & Ellen Morrow, June Noronha, 
Novel Electronics, Richard & Dee Plagens, 
Patti Regan, Ann & Stephen Russell, A. Sa-
melian, Joseph Senden, Larry Soderholm & 
Judith Parr, Stanley Shepard, Arnold Steffes, 
Barbara Taylor Anderson, Betsy Turner, 
Rosie & Wally Wescott, Dede Wolfson.

Thank You Donors
Continued from p.2

Need a Great 
Read to Help with 

Cabin Fever?

Check Out 
“A Grand History”

What Osceola Avenue resident  won a Wimbledon championship?
Where did Gorby eat his lunch in 1990?

When did John Ayd build his mill?

$15 plus tax 
Summit Hill Association (SHA)

860 St Clair • 651-222-1222
Online sales, www.summithillassociation.org  

and for sale at  
Bibelot, 1082 Grand, or  

Common Good Books, 165 Western Avenue

s HThe Summit Hill Neighborhood’s  
First 200 Years 

a rand history:
Find out in

• 64 pages 
• 150 pictures 
• countless storiesWe’re so proud of our first publication, 

“A Grand History: The Summit Hill 
Neighborhood’s First 200 Years”. 

Each copy is $15.00 plus sales tax. The SHA 
Office can also mail copies to you or your far-
flung friends for a reasonable shipping fee. For 
more information, please call 651-222-1222.

When you volunteer for a worthy communi-
ty effort, you are making an investment both 
in yourself and your community. Consider 
volunteering today, for the joy of personal 
satisfaction. The Summit Hill Association 
would be delighted to help you find a vol-
unteer activity that suits you.  Give us a call 
today at 651-222-1222.

Get Involved 
with SHA
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the ‘Hill Area JOIN SHA ON FACEBOOK
Find other neighbors and friends;  

search for the Summit Hill Association 
and join the group today!

Need a 
Blue Bin?

Blue recycling bins have been a symbol 
of St. Paul’s recycling program for more 
than 15 years. The City of St. Paul 
provides blue bins for curbside recycling 
at no charge to St. Paul residents.

Note - Summit Hill Residents: Bins can 
only be picked up at the SHA Office in 
the Linwood Community Center, 860 St. 
Clair Ave.  Please call ahead at 651-222-
1222 to request what you need and to 
find out SHA office hours. 

Crime Prevention Connection
Time to Update Winter Emergency Plans: Talk With Your Family Today!

As you work your way down your list of 
2015 “to dos,” the Summit Hill Association 
(SHA) would like to remind you to update 
your family’s emergency plan. Making a 
proactive plan today can alleviate some of 
the post-holiday stress you might be feeling 
as you ease into 2015. To all of you model 
citizens out there who have been updating 
your emergency plan annually, bravo! How-
ever, if you feel like you need a little nudge 
to get started, read on…

In this day and age, we like to set up systems 
in our home that are worry free.  Our 
modern “set-it and forget it” way of life is 
full of conveniences.  However, we often put 
off and overlook the things that we need to 
do every year to maintain the parts of life 
that we can’t automate. All good systems 
need periodic maintenance. If we ensure our 
household systems are working well now, 
we’ll have an easier transition into 2015.  
Let’s talk more about home maintenance 
systems you can check on today!

Mark your calendar to reset your 
emergency supplies and your 
home security system:
This is a great time to go through your 
cupboards and refresh your pantry staples. 
Several food shelves in the area are in need 
of additional items as the cost of heating 
homes is making families choose between 
heat and food. It is also a good time to make 
sure you have enough shelf stable food for 
the next snow day. 
     
Most drivers have winter emergency kits in 

the back of their cars. Having a good kit 
with jumper cables, extra food, a flashlight, 
an emergency blanket and etc. is the general 
standard  for “good Minnesota drivers.” Sup-
pose you find yourself stranded in a winter 
storm out on the open road.  It stands to 
reason that if you eat all the semi-frozen 
snickers bars in your trunk today, you 
will have to replace them before you find 
yourself in another emergency. The conse-
quence for not replacing the snacks could be 
inconvenient to say the least. Who wants to 
get stuck in a Minnesota blizzard or without 
a fully stocked emergency kit? 

Home security systems are another great 
example. These handy home protecting 
gadgets exist to deter ne’re-do-wells from 
disturbing you and your property. In this 
digital age, we set them, let someone else do 
the maintenance, and largely forget about 
them.  Even a good security system should 
be checked annually to ensure everything is 
working well.  Contact your security com-
pany to arrange a test and make sure all the 
alarm sensors are working properly.

Mark your calendar to change 
those batteries: 
Most smoke and CO detectors will auto-
matically remind us that they need to be 
changed.  That insistent beeping is hard to 
ignore, but the reminder is there for a good 
reason. The only way to end the misery 
AND stay safe is to pull out that dusty lad-
der and change the batteries. A word of cau-
tion – systems that are supposed to remind 
you to update them can fail. With the start 

Welcoming Our New Summit Hill Association Staff – 
and Farewell to Our Outgoing Staff

By Adam Chelseth, SHA President

Nelima Sitati: 
New SHA Execu-
tive Director

Nelima Sitati joined 
the Summit Hill 
Association as the 
new Executive 
Director on January 

Jeff Roy: Former 
SHA Executive 
Director

It is been such 
a great pleasure 
working as your 
Summit Hill As-
sociation Executive 
Director over the 

past eleven years! Though I am excited about 
the next page of my life – having more time 
with my wife, my hobbies (photography and 
violin) and the many social justice projects 
I’m interested in; I also leave with mixed 
feelings. I have developed some deep and 
meaningful friendships with residents, busi-
ness owners and City of St. Paul staff over 
all these years. I hope to keep some of those 
connections where possible. I’m also proud 
to say that your new Executive Director, 
Nelima Sitati and your new Crime Preven-
tion Coordinator/Community Organizer, 

Theresa Nix: 
New SHA 
Community 
Organizer/Crime 
Prevention 
Coordinator

Theresa Nix joined 
the Summit Hill As-

sociation as the new Community Organizer 
/ Crime Prevention Coordinator in early 
December of 2014.  She currently sits on the 
Summit University Planning Council and 
is active in community conversations about 
organizational change, racial justice and 
pedestrian safety. Before joining the SHA 
team, Theresa had a career in Community 
Organizing, Human Resources, Organiza-
tional Development, Program Management 

Diane Hilden, 
Former SHA 
Crime 
Prevention 
Coordinator 

As many Summit 
Hill neighbors 
already know, I 
retired last fall as 

your SHA Crime Prevention Coordinator.  
As I joked for many years, it was rewarding 
to get paid to “nag” the community about 
crime prevention.  I am thoroughly enjoying 
retirement, pursuing new adventures and 
spending time with my granddaughter.  

Having met the new SHA staff, I am con-
fident that you will receive the same high 
level of service that outgoing Executive Jeff 
Roy and I sought to provide. Do stop by the 
SHA Office sometime soon to meet Nelima 
and Theresa.  

The start of 2015 brings with it major transi-
tions at the Summit Hill Association.  We’re 
saying thank you and goodbye to both our 
long-time Executive Director and Crime 
Prevention Coordinator, and then welcom-
ing their successors.  The Board is incred-
ibly pleased at what SHA has been able to 
accomplish through Jeff and Diane’s efforts 
and we as a neighborhood owe them a debt 
of gratitude for all their hard work.  The 
Board is confident that Nelima and Theresa 
will build on Jeff and Diane’s progress, and 
we look forward to a bright and successful 
future for Summit Hill.

If you’re able, please stop by to wish Jeff 
and Diane well, and introduce yourself to 
Nelima and Theresa, both of whom are anx-
ious to meet as many Summit Hill residents 
as they can.

Welcome!

Farewell!

5th. She is a resident of Brooklyn Park where 
she serves on the city’s Citizen’s Engage-
ment Initiative core planning team. She is 
also active on committees and volunteers in 
organizations engaging various stakehold-
ers on planning, economic development, 
education and racial justice. She serves on 
the Metropolitan Council’s Housing Policy 
Work Group and other organizational 
boards. Before coming to SHA she worked as 
a community organizer and project coordina-
tor in Minneapolis. She enjoys the outdoors 
and spending time with family and friends.

and Volunteer Management. She also sits 
on several community boards and recently 
launched her family’s consulting practice. 
Theresa enjoys volunteering and spending 
time with her family. Please join us in wel-
coming Theresa!

Theresa Nix will bring a wealth of skills, 
knowledge, personal warmth and strength 
to these positions. You can expect SHA staff 
to continue high standards in communica-
tions, information and referral services, and 
implementing community building projects 
that sustain this strong and vibrant neighbor-
hood. I truly never expected to stay this long! 
Thanks for welcoming me all these years. 

of the new year, why not start with a fresh 
set of batteries and mark your calendar to 
change them again in 6 months. 

A final appeal:
There are just some systems in our lives that 
can’t be fully automated. Be sure to set aside 
time to talk with your family about this 
article. While you are together you can also 
check in about your crime prevention, fire 
safety and zombie apocalypse plan (the older 
kids might get a kick out of that). The conse-
quences for not maintaining your protec-
tive systems can cause inconvenience, extra 
cost and leave you vulnerable to additional 
risk.  We want our community to thrive and 
YOU are part of our community. Prevent-
ing disaster through proactive intervention 
feels a lot better than reacting to a situation 
where your security and safety systems did 
not work. 

Can we count on you to mark your calendar 
to review your winter emergency plan? A lit-
tle planning now can prevent a big headache 
later. SHA will be here to help remind you 
throughout the year to review key parts of 
your plan according to the schedule below:
•	 Documenting your valuables for insur-

ance purposes (April)
•	 Protecting your digital identity (June)
•	 Protecting your home from tornado 

(August)
•	 Protecting your home from fire and 

protecting your purchases (October)

For each issue of The Summit (2015) we 
will focus on a different topic related to 

safety and crime prevention.  We want your 
feedback! Contact us at cpcsummithill@visi.
com and let us know how your family safety 
plan is going.

Theresa Nix
Community Organizer / 
Crime Prevention Coordinator
Summit Hill Association (SHA)
Email: cpcsummithill@visi.com  
Phone: 651-222-1222
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Restoring Your Home?     Clip This Ad!

NORTHWEST
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

Lights Rewired & Restored • Hardware Cleaned, Polished & Lacquered

We have lots of…
Vintage Lights; chandeliers, sconces, school globes, original & 
reproduction glass shades.

House Hardware; brass & glass doorknobs, door plates, window
catches, hinges, locks, antiqued furniture hardware, etc.

Large Items in our Garages; clawfoot tubs, radiators, wood trim
and all types of interior & exterior doors.

981 Selby Avenue • 651-644-9270 or 651-227-0382
Open weekdays 12 to 6 pm, (Wed 12 to 4 pm), Saturdays 11 to 4 pm

• Exterior Wood Doors
• Interior Doors
• Wood Storm Doors

• Aluminum Storm Doors
• Arch Doors
• Wood DH Sash Kits
• Wood Storm Windows

• French Windows
• Wood Rot Specialists
• Stair Systems

Family Owned  
Since 1982

Installation 
Available!

HISTORICAL DOORS, WINDOWS &  
MOULDINGS CUSTOM MADE FOR YOUR  

TURN OF THE CENTURY HOME.

612-721-1111 aamillwork.com

WOOD WINDOWS

EXT. & INT. DOORS

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

AAMillwork_Ad_SummitNews1_12.indd   1 1/11/12   4:57 PM

Saint Thomas More Catholic School
1065 Summit Ave.

Saint Nicholas Fun Day 
Drew the Kids!
Kindergarten students at St. 
Thomas More welcome over 
100 preschool students from the 
community to celebrate with 
them on December 5, 2014. 
There were over 100 preschool 
age children and their parents 
who participated in learning 
about St. Nick and rotating 
through a series of fun St. Nick 
activities and snacks. 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
900 Summit Avenue

Evensong Service with Folk Harp & Dulcimer

Join us the second Sunday of every month 
from 5:15 to 6 p.m. for Evensong. A medita-
tive service with Lectio Divina (readings and 
silence),chants from Iona and Taizé, praying 
for self, community, and the world. 

All are welcome. 

Please also check our website throughout 
the year to learn of other events at http://
www.SPUCConSummit.org

Neighborhoods Offer 
Dementia-Friendly Education/
Resources

Sign up today to become a 
Dementia Friend...
A Dementia Friend is someone of any age 
who attends a free one hour information 
session and learns a little bit about demen-
tia. Dementia Friends are part of a growing 
network of people in St. Paul creating a 
dementia friendly community.

St. Paul Neighborhood’s ACT 
on Alzheimer’s Team

Over 200 people 
are “friends” 
with the Summit 
Hill Association. 
Shouldn’t you be too?  
You can get up-to-the-
minute news, and 
find other neighbors 
and friends. Just 
search for Summit 
Hill Association and 
join the group today!

You can 
never 
have 
too

many 
friends

Hello, Fellow Summit Hill Residents,

Hope you’re staying warm, basking in good 
memories of a wonderful holiday season. 

My name is Janet, and I’m working with 
another area resident to start a pollinator 
garden at Linwood Park. Why start a pollina-
tor garden? Given all the dire press about 
the dwindling bee and butterfly populations 
we might just have a great opportunity to do 
something very positive for our community 
and the planet by creating a space to nurture 
and protect these vital creatures by providing 
them much-needed food and shelter. 

The proposed garden would be a place to 
pause, enjoy a little nature, and learn about:
•	 Pollinator-attracting plants
•	 The beneficial insects who need the 

flowering plants to survive, and
•	 How and why humans need pollinators

For the garden to even be considered by the 
City of St. Paul, we need to have a group of 
gardeners who are willing to help implement 
and maintain it.  

How can you help? Call the Summit Hill 
Association Office today at 651-222-1222 
or email at summithill@visi.com and let 

them know you want to contribute time to 
the pollinator garden. We need to have a 
group of interested neighbors and friends 
to get started -- this an important part of the 
paperwork being submitted now to the City 
of St. Paul so that we can start gardening 
next Spring, 2015. Please contact SHA right 
away! 

If there is enough interest, then come 
Spring, we’ll need helpers to break ground, 
prepare soil, spread seeds, plant perennials, 
spread wood-chips for paths, care for the 
garden and cheer on the pollinators!

The time commitment will not be much 
once we get it planted, but our young plot, 
like any garden, will need water, weeding 
and some tender-loving-care. With your help 
we can turn this under-utilized part of the 
park into a haven for butterflies and bees, 
and by helping them thrive we’ll help the 
pollination of nearby neighborhood gardens 
…and even our relatively new Summit Hill 
Community Garden located also at Lin-
wood Park.

Please call the SHA office if you’re willing to 
lend a hand in this exciting venture.

Thanks! – Janet Houck

Butterfly Garden

We will celebrate our new Steinway grand 
piano with a concert on Saturday evening 
February 7th.  A number of parishioners 
who have studied the piano will perform 
on this program.  In addition, we will have 
pianist Osip Nikiforov performing one 
half of the concert.  Osip graduated from 
Shattuck-St. Mary’s School and is now 
studying on the graduate level at the Uni-

St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church 
60 Kent Street

Potluck and Piano Celebration
Feb. 7th, 6 p.m. (Concert at 7)

versity of Minnesota’s Piano Department. 
Osip is the winner of the Music Teacher’s 
National Association 2011 Competition in 
Piano.  We invite everyone to bring a dish 
to pass for a 6:00 p.m. potluck supper.  The 
concert will follow at 7:00 p.m. If you have 
questions, contact music director Jayson 
Engquist at 651-228-1172, x36 or Jayson.
Engquist@stjohnsstpaul.org.

Contact: Meghan Constantini, St. Paul 
Neighborhoods ACT on Alzheimer’s Team 
Coordinator at mconstantini@preshomes.
org or 651-695-5106
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Having a Big 
Gathering at Your 
House This Year?

Check These Out at the SHA Office

These portable containers for recycling and organics collapse for 
easy transport and come with your choice of signage and bags. 

The Free Market – 
A Green Option for Reusing 
What You No Longer Need!

The Free Market is a great alternative 
for getting rid of items that you no 
longer have a use for.  The Free Market 
provides people with the opportunity 
to easily reuse items and reduce the 
amount of new things they buy.  It also 
diverts materials that can be difficult to 
dispose of from the waste stream (e.g., 
appliances and electronics) and 
redirects those items to their highest 
and best use.  Reuse is a large part 
of a comprehensive zero-waste strategy 
because reusing as much as possible 
helps to demonstrate that waste really is 
preventable, not inevitable!

Much like Craigslist, if you are looking 
for items you can either search the online 
catalog or make a ‘wanted’ listing.   If you 
have items to give away you can search the 
‘wanted’ listings to see if people are looking 
for the item you have or you can make an 
‘available’ listing in the online catalog.   All 
items are FREE!

Here are some examples of items that can be 
listed on the Free Market Website:
•	 Appliances (air conditioners, microwaves, 

washers/dryers)
•	 Children’s Items (bunk beds, furniture, 

toys)

•	 Electronics (cameras, computers, TVs, 
DVD players)

•	 Furniture (chairs, couches, desks, tables)
•	 Home Decor (carpets, lamps, rugs)
•	 Home Renovation (cabinets, lumber, 

shingles, sinks)
•	 Lawn and Garden (compost, lawn mow-

ers, patio bricks)
•	 Musical Instruments (band and orchestra 

equipment, pianos, guitars)
•	 Pet Equipment (aquariums, cages, dog 

houses, food bowls)
•	 Recreation and Exercise (bicycles, camp-

ing gear, exercise and sports equipment

For more information regarding posting 
to the site or looking for items you need go 
to:  www.twincitiesfreemarket.org/
index.cfm or call Eureka Recycling at 
651-222-7678.

MOMS Club of 
St. Paul-Summit Hill 

Contact us for upcoming play dates!
Are you an at-home Mom looking 
for more support and socializing 
during the day?  The MOMs Club 
of St. Paul-Summit Hill is a local 
chapter of the International MOMS 
Club®, a non-profit organization 
providing support for at-home 
mothers. Our club is a wonderful 
way to make new friends for you 
and your children within our local 
community. 

Join us for play dates, moms’ night out, fam-
ily gatherings, book discussions and service 
opportunities!   Mainly the group focuses on 

daytime outings for moms & kids.  To meet 
other members, come to a play date.  Or 
contact us for a list of play dates you could 
attend: summithillmoms@gmail.com

Whether you're hosting a block party, 
graduation, family reunion, or other gather-
ing, make it a green event! Consider using 
recycling and organics containers to reduce 
waste. These portable containers collapse 
for transport and come with your choice 
of signage and bags that attach to the as-
sembled frame. Containers are loaned by 
the Summit Hill Association at no cost to 
Ramsey County residents and organizations 
for any temporary gathering. Contact the 
SHA office at 222-1222 for more info.

If you are collecting only a few bags of organ-
ics, you can drop them off at the Pleasant 
Avenue Yard Waste Collection Site during 
regular hours. Site is open until November 
30th. Look for the "Organics Recycling" col-
lection dumpster.

Go to this page on the Ramsey 
County website for more details about 
what organics are acceptable: 
http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/ph/rt/organ-
ics_recycling.htm

Winter Community 
Garden Holiday Potluck

By Elizabeth Wefel, Community Garden Councilmember

Members of the Summit Hill Commu-
nity Garden group gathered in Decem-
ber for a holiday potluck to celebrate a 
second successful year.  In addition to 
eating some delicious food, we discussed 
the issues that have arisen this year as 
well as our successes including many food 
donations and the construction of raised 
beds that we will plant next year.  
We then reviewed a survey that would be 
sent to all garden members seeking input 
on a variety of topics, including whether 
theft is a problem, how we could encour-
age volunteering at the garden to take care 
of common space, what we can do to raise 

funds for the garden, and how we should 
prioritize our projects moving forward.  



860	St.	Clair	Ave.	•	(651)	298-5660	

BUILDING HOURS:
Monday  7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Tuesday  6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Wednesday 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Thursday 6 a.m.  -  9 p.m.
Friday  7 a.m. –  8 p.m. 
Saturday       9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

     
RECREATION FOR PRESCHOOLERS (RPS) AT LINWOOD
Instructors:  Bobbi Jo Solberg & Susanna Hartogh

Summer 2015 Program
Sessions:  June-Aug      Day: Tue/Wed/Thur         Fee: $150/month
Ages:  3-4 (by 6/1/15)     Time: 9-11:30 a.m.
Ages:  3-4 (by 6/1/15)     Time:  12:15-2:45 p.m.

Waiting List for 2015/2016 school year opens January 2, 2015.  
There is a $35 registration fee.
Sessions:  Sept-May Date:  Ongoing      Fee: $135/month
Ages: 3-4 (by 9/1/15) Day: Mon/Wed/Fri       Time: 9:15-11:30 a.m.

Sessions:  Sept.-May Date: Ongoing       Fee: $135/month
Ages: 3-4 (by 9/1/15) Day: Mon/Wed/Fri        Time: Noon-2:15 p.m.

Sessions: Sept.-May Date: Ongoing        Fee: $110/month
Ages: 2 (by 9/1/15) Day: Tue/Thur       Time: 9-11 a.m.

Sessions: Sept.-May  Date: Ongoing        Fee: $110/month
Ages: 2 (by 9/1/15) Day: Tue/Thur       Time: 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Daily activities include:  free time, academic discovery areas, creative art area, circle time, 
snack and large motor movement time inside our gym and outdoor playground.  Children 
do not have to be potty-trained and snack is provided.

To register your child, please call Linwood Recreation Center at 651-298-5660 or stop in 
during regular business hours.

YOUTH AND ADULT DANCE CLASSES
Instructor: Amy Lee
Call  Linwood Community Center for specific class information.

Martial Arts-Soo Bahk Do
Instructor: Mike Kelly, Certified Master Instructor.  For more information, call Mike Kelly 
at 651-214-1485 or email: mike@kellyrenewals.com.  Please contact Linwood at 651-298-
5660 to register.
From ages 6 to adults this is a traditional martial art emphasizing discipline, concentration 
self-confidence, personal development, self-defense, conditioning and more. Learn from 
and internationally ranked certified master instructor with 20+ years of experience.  Family 
discounts are available. For more information call or e-mail Mike Kelly.

Linwood Rec Center News

Introductory Classes for New Students (includes uniform)
Sat., Jan. 3, 9-9:45 a.m.  Fee: $75 for 2 months.  Sessions:  Ongoing for ages 6+

Ongoing Classes for returning Students
Tue/Sat  Jan. 6  Tue.  4:30-5:30 p.m. Sat.    9:45-10:45 a.m.
Fee:  $45/month or $105/3 months   Sessions: Ongoing Ages 6+

Linwood Staff: Dave Danielson - Recreation Director, John Solberg, John Quesada, Janet Hartmann, Crystal Graham, Debbie Fulford  and Bryan Rasmussen 
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Spring Sports Registration for Youth
Registration for volleyball and futsol was 
from Jan. 1-31, 2015, but there still may 
be registration spots available.  Please call 
Linwood to register or go online at www.
stpaul.gov/parks.

ADULT/SENIOR FITNESS & WELLNESS 
CLASSES AT LINWOOD
Our certified instructors at Linwood offer 
a variety of fitness and wellness classes to 
accommodate all levels of participants in 
fun atmosphere. All classes are $5/session.  
Discounted punch cards are available for 
purchase.  A 20 Fitness Punch Card is $80, 
and a 12 Fitness Punch Card is $54. Punch 
cards do not expire and may be used for any 
Linwood aerobics class.  Punch cards may 
not be used for the Exercise/Weight room. 

Early Bird Cardio Workout
Instructor: Cliff Swyningan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 a.m. 

Pilates Based Exercise
Instructor: Cliff Swynigan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 p.m. 

Complete Fitness Challenge
Instructor: Colleen Tusa
Tuesday  10:30 a.m.
Friday   9:30 a.m. 
Saturday  9:00 am. 

Forever Fit
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Monday  9:15 a.m.

55 Plus Fitness
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Tuesday/Thursday 9:15 a.m. 

Yoga
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Wednesday  9:15 a.m. & 
7:45 p.m. 
Friday   12:00 p.m. & 
1:15 p.m.

FITNESS/WEIGHT ROOM
Linwood Rec. Center 651-298-5660

This room consists of 7 nautilus Cybex 
machines, two treadmills, two stair climbers, 
and two exercise bicycles plus one elliptical 
machine for cardiovascular training. Locker 
rooms are available for members. To use the 

equipment, you may pay daily fee of $3 or 
purchase a Twelve month/Annual member-
ship.

Memberships:
Daily $3.00
Single Adult $30.00
Non –St Paul Residents $60.00

Volunteer Coaches
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offers a 
variety of coaching opportunities in youth 
athletics. As a volunteer coach you can help 
develop young athletes, provide leadership, 
promote good sportsmanship and be a 
positive role model. If you have experience 
or are willing to learn coaching fundamen-
tals, we can give you the necessary skills and 
tools. All coaches will be trained through 
Saint Paul’s coaching certification program. 
All coaches are required to consent to a 
background check. The average time com-
mitment is 2-3 hours per week for approxi-
mately 8 weeks. Please contact Linwood for 
more info!
  
Linwood staff: Dave Danielson/Recreation 
Director, John Quesada, John Solberg, Janet 
Hartmann, Debbie Fulford and 
Bryan Rasmussen

Your “Saint Small”TM Agent

Ted Powell
Lifelong	Saint	Paul	resident	and
Summit	Hill	resident	since	2009

700	Grand	Avenue	Office
www.saintsmallagent.com

651-225-3929

If you haven’t yet received your 
own free Summit Hill Neighborhood 
Welcome Booklet with all sorts of 
helpful information on Summit 
Hill Neighborhood Projects, 
Events, Meetings, Recycling, Crime 
Prevention Block and Building Clubs 
Organizing, maps and useful local and 
governmental phone numbers …you 
can get yours by calling and dropping 
by the SHA office in the 
Linwood Rec. Center, 860 St. Clair 
Ave. Call 651-222-1222 for hours.

Welcome
to the

SUMMIT HILL 
NEIGHBORHOOD

Summit Hill Association
Linwood Community Center

860 St. Clair Avenue
summithill@visi.com

www.summithillassociation.org
651-222-1222

Get the SHA 
Welcome Booklet!
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GABBING ON GRAND
Grand Avenue Business Association 

Welcomes New Staff members!

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: 
Grand Avenue 

Oriental Rug Gallery 
By Rob Morse, SHA Board Member & Treasurer

Good rugs, it’s all in the family!

The Oriental Rug Gallery on Grand Ave 
has been serving St. Paul and the world 
since 1974. The purveyor and repairer of 
fine, handcrafted Persian rugs has been a 
fixture on Grand for over 40 years now. 
But how did two brothers from Iran - 
Jamshied and Gahanshir Zadmehran - get 
it started?

It all began in the 1960s when Jamshied 
moved from Iran to Europe and opened 
a gallery in Germany. He spent years 
building a reputation repairing and 
selling rugs owned by the rich and former 
aristocracy of Europe. Jamshied’s rugs 
became so desired that he opened rug 
depots in Zurich and Paris. 
 
His rug import business was flourishing 
in Europe and his brother Gahanshir who 
was studying in America called on him 
asking if he could assist him by sending a 
few rugs over for him to sell in the U.S.A.  
While it was not a full-time endeavor, 
the business drew a dedicated set of 
customers.  Gahanshir, with Jamshied’s 
assistance, opened the rug gallery on 
Grand avenue in 1974.

In 1998, Gahanshir became critically ill 
and was in the hospital. Jamshied, being 
the older brother, did not hesitate to 
move from Europe to help his brother 
recover. “This is the way family is in 
Iran” says Jamshied. Once Gahanshir 
recovered from his illness in early 2000, 
Jamshied decided to stay and take care 
of his brother as well as re-launching the 
rug store as the Oriental Rug Gallery. In 

his spare time, he has completed a book 
outlining his many adventures and life 
stories from Iran to Kuwait to Europe to 
America.  The book is currently being 
translated from Farsi into English.

Oriental Rug Gallery is now stocked 
with the hundreds of rugs brought from 
Zurich and Paris depots to Grand Avenue.  
Many of these rugs are over 100 years 
old and were owned by royal families in 
Europe. Jamshied also uses his skilled 
expertise to repair and appraise some of 
the most precious rugs ever done by hand. 
According to Jamshied, most rugs from 
Iran take a minimum of 3000 man-hours 
to complete. This labor requires immense 
concentration and the quality of the rugs 
he imports is measured by the tightness of 
the knots used to fabricate the rugs. 

This weaving process distinguishes his 
rugs as Persian, versus Persian like, which 
are often poor knockoffs made in China 
or India. Jamshied relayed a story of how 
he helped a woman who had her rugs 
appraised at a competitors gallery for 
$1500.00 he appraised them at closer to 
$10,000.00 saving the woman from losing 
the difference. His knowledge, reputation 
and expertise have won and retained 
customers from all over the world. 

If you would like to see some of the 
beautiful works, many more than 100 
years old, please stop by at Oriental Rug 
Gallery on 723 Grand Ave, Saint Paul, 
MN 55105 Grand Ave from 10am – 8 pm 
or by appointment by giving Jamshied 
Zadmehran a call at 651-292-1777. There 
website is: http://www.orientalrg.com/ 

The Grand Avenue Business Association welcomed two new staff members as 2014 drew 
to a close. The GABA office has three full-time staff who work with member businesses, 
district councils, city officials, and residents to achieve the organization’s mission statement: 
“The Grand Avenue Business Association provides marketing, advocacy, and education to 
help member businesses prosper and enhance the quality of life along the Avenue and sur-
rounding community.” They join long-time Marketing and Membership Coordinator Emily 
Kittleson (left in photo below).

Here’s a short Q&A discussion with Jon Perrone and Jennifer Renstrom…so you know 
more about these great folks!  (Included in this photo is Emily Kittleson)

Jon Perrone, Executive Director
What place(s) do you call home? 

Well, I live in Uptown Minneapolis, but I was born and raised in St. Paul, so I always consider it 
home no matter where I am. 

What have you been up to before coming to Grand Ave? 
I worked for two state-wide business associations in Iowa, logging in over 60,000 miles a year and 
supporting both large and small businesses from one employee to 500.

Why are you excited to work at GABA? 
I am excited to be a part of the rich history and help to move GABA forward while preserving its 
uniqueness.

Do you have a favorite Grand Avenue memory/moment? 
As a kid, my Grandpa and I would walk up and spend a day shopping on Grand Avenue. It always 
ended with an ice cream cone from the Grand Ole Creamery, and it was the only time I was ever 
allowed to have dessert before dinner.  

THE FINEST IN WINE BEER AND SPIRITS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

918 GRAND AVENUE 651-227-7039   •   FAX 651-228-0266
ST. PAUL WWW.1STGRANDAVELIQUORS.COM

1st GRAND AVE. LIQUOR, INC.

20% OFF your next purchase 
of non-sale Vintage Wine

Coupon must be presented                                    Exp 01/01/053/31/15

15%
36 CESAR CHAVEZ STREET, ST. PAUL, MN 55107

P: 651-221-9029     F: 651-221-0224

E: concord@usfamily.net

Emily Kittleson, Jon Perrone, Jennifer Renstrom

Jennifer Renstrom, Events Manager
What place(s) do you call home? 

I spent the first 20 years of my life on Fairmount and Lexington, but I now live in Bloomington with 
my husband and two children.  

What have you been up to before coming to Grand Ave? 
I did events at Mall of America for 16 years. In my tenure, I personally managed over 1500 events, 
everything ranging from non-profit fundraisers to sporting events, celebrity appearances to movie and 
television shoots, children’s events, Santa, the Easter Bunny and many, many more!   

Why are you excited to work at GABA?
I love St. Paul and the small neighborhood feel of Grand Avenue. I am excited to work with our 
member businesses to create new events to continue bringing more customers to the Avenue. Having 
attended Grand Old Day for several years growing up, I am thrilled to be able to manage the event 
from start to finish in 2015 and continue to grow the event over the years to bring more people into 
our community.  

Do you have a favorite Grand Avenue memory/moment? 
I swam for the St. Paul Tennis Club for many years and after practice my teammates and I would 
walk up to Bread and Chocolate for a special treat.  I also worked at Wuollet Bakery and I remem-
ber many early mornings around the holidays bagging bread and rolls for customers’ family gatherings. 
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Mary Hardy

Finding and  
Selling Your Castle

651-225-3903

maryhardy@edinarealty.com
www.maryhardyonline.com

700 grand ave • st. paul • mn 55105

OPENING THE DOOR 
TO HOME

In town or around town,
working to serve you best

Jane Austin McGrath
651-282-9625

How to Hire  
a Trashcan

aspen trashcans have impressive resumés: 
clean, green, locally owned

Choose Aspen. The clean, green way. 
Call: 612-884-8008 | Check: aspenwaste.com 
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Tailoring & Alterations 
for Men & Women

Relining, Restyling 
& Reweaving
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Hems, Zippers, Sleeves
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Experienced in Leather & Furs

Hours:
Mon. – Fri., 9-6; Sat., 9-4

Tom’s Tailors
672 Grand Avenue

651-222-5953

Why choose Halunen?
Unrivaled energy, skill and compassion 
in protecting employee and consumer 
rights. Don’t settle for less.

Halunenlaw.com  |  (612) 605-4098

dhdstudio.comSummit Avenue Fireplace Restoration

Mobile On-Site Personal Training.•	
Specializing in ProAging Senior Fitness.•	
Gentle stretching, low impact, effective •	
chair exercises.
Improve your range of motion, balance, •	
flexibility and strength.
Enhances your mood, reduces    •	
stress—you’ll feel better!
Individual, Partner or Small Group  •	
Sessions available.

Louise Lincoln 
Certified Personal Trainer 
Senior Fitness Instructor

Louise@SunshineWellness.biz  
651-216-8518 

www.SunshineWellness.biz 

Call Louise today for your free consultation!


