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NEWS FROM THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

The Summit Hill Association once again 
hosted community members and partners 
of the Summit Hill neighborhood for their 
annual meeting on October 13, 2016. The 
annual event brings the community together 
to celebrate the great volunteers in Summit 
Hill who work hard to continue ensuring 
that we remain a thriving community.

The celebration, which was billed as an ice 
cream social, was also coupled with a com-
munity involvement fair and was held in 
the gym at the Linwood Recreation Center. 
Community organizations represented at 
the event this year include: Women on 
Bikes, Eureka Recycling, The City of Saint 
Paul, The Bread Oven Community Group, 
Capitol Region Watershed District and Step-
ping Stone Theatre. In addition to these or-
ganizations, SHA committee members also 
participated in the resource fair. Together, 
they shared a wealth of information with 
event attendees, and were also on hand to 
answer questions ranging from environmen-
tal issues, the current citywide 10-year plan 
and community involvement.

In keeping with tradition, SHA recognized 
with ‘Good Neighbor Award’ members in 
the community who were nominated by 
peers for going above and beyond to help 
others and make the Summit Hill commu-
nity a better place. These year’s awardees 
were Roz Goldberg, Maggie O’Reilly, Rory 

Summit Hill Celebrates Volunteers and 
Elects New Board members

King, Matteo Marchio, Fransisco Marchio, 
and Tor Cox.

Annual Membership Meeting
The Annual meeting also serves as the 
annual membership meeting, where SHA 
members get to elect new board members. 
The SHA board is made up of 21 volunteers 
who are residents and or business owners, or 
business owners, or representatives of institu-

Pedestrian Safety Issues Continue to Take a 
Front Row Seat at Summit Hill

tions. The board plays an important role in 
shaping and driving the mission and vision 
of the organization and the community. 

This year, there were 4 new and 4 returning 
candidates running for 8 open seats. Here 
are your newly elected board members, in 
their own words: 

Ben Gustafson, Grand Avenue 
(Incumbent)

I am a 26-year-old recent transplant into the 
Summit-Hill neighborhood, when I moved 
into an apartment on Grand with my 
girlfriend. I grew up in Plymouth, MN and 
am a graduate of the Wayzata public school 
system. I am currently the Compliance 
and Public Policy Liaison at Fraser, a non-
profit mental health care and social service 
provider which helps all Minnesotans with 
(Annual Meeting Recap, continued on p.2) 

SHA Board 2016-17. 1st row l - r: Perry deStefano, Amanda Karls, Sonja Mason, Andy Gessell, Cathie Wilson, Susan 
Schultze, Hayden Howland, Michael Hartoonian. 2nd row l- r: Bridget Alan Ales, Andy Rorvig, Peter Rhoades, Ben Gus-
tafson, Rob Morse, Shannon O’Toole, Lori Brostrom. 3rd row l - r: Pat McMorrow, David Kratz, Mark Peschel

Police Officers and volunteers from the com-
munity were on hand on Thursday October 
13, 2016 at the Lexington Parkway and 
Goodrich Avenue intersection as part of the 
ongoing Stop For Me Campaign.

The roadway, which changes from 4 lanes 
near Lexington & Grand to 2 lanes near 
Lincoln (1 block north of event location), 
has posed a safety challenge for walking 

students in the nearby school of Saint Paul 
Academy. Several school going children, 
their parents as well as other community 
members regularly accessing the road were 
involved during the activity. The City has 
received many complaints from citizens 
regarding vehicles not stopping for pedestri-
ans crossing at this marked crosswalk. Police 
have been out to this location in the past 
to do enforcement, but this time, worked 

together with community volunteers.

The principal along with the safety and 
security supervisor from St. Paul Academy 
and Summit School attended part of the 
event. There were discussions on the topic 
of Safe Routes to School and implementing 
some plans to keep kids safe on their way to 
and from school.

Officers used the flagging method to stop 
violators, instead of chasing the violators in 
squad cars. There were 2 officers staged at 
Lexington & Lincoln and 3 Officers staged 
at Lexington & Fairmount who flagged 
over violators that failed to stop for crossing 
pedestrians.

The event saw 6 police officers conduct 39 
traffic stops, issue 37 citations and 
(Pedestrian Safety Update, continued on p.6)
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SHA News and

Serving the Summit Hill Neighborhood 
since 1947

982 Grand Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651-228-1316

LloydsAutomotive.net

2016-17 SHA Board
Bridget Alan Ales, Linwood Ave
Lori Brostrom, Summit Ave
Perry de Stefano, St Clair Ave
Andrew Gesell, Bank Cherokee
Ben Gustafson, Grand Ave
Michael  Hartoonian, Summit Ave
Natalie Hopfield , Fairmount Ave
Hayden Howland, Victoria St
Gary Huffman, GABA
Amanda Karls, Lincoln Ave
David Kratz, Goodrich Ave
Sonja Mason, St Albans St
Pat McMorrow, Fairmount Ave
Rob Morse, Osceola Ave
Shannon O’Toole, Avon St
Mark Peschel, Summit Ave
Peter Rhoades, Milton St
Andy Rorvig, Lincoln Ave
Susan Schultze, Dunlap St
Philip Wahlberg, Fairmount Ave
Cathie Wilson, Lexington Pkwy

Stop by and say “Hi”! 
Your One-Stop Shop for 

neighborhood info and referral; 
friendly SHA staff are here to help!

Nelima Sitati, 
SHA

Executive
Director

Theresa Nix, 
Community Organizer/

Crime Prevention 
Coordinator

How to contact the 
Summit Hill Association

Please note, our email addresses have 
changed effective immediately. 
General SHA office via email:

info@summithillassociation.org
Nelima Sitati - 

Nelima@summithillassociation.org
Theresa Nix - 

Theresa@summithillassociation.org
The phone number remains the same at

651-222-1222.

Need 
a Blue 
Bin?

Blue recycling bins have been a symbol 
of St. Paul’s recycling program for more 
than 15 years. The City of St. Paul pro-
vides blue bins for curbside recycling at 
no charge to St. Paul residents.

Note - Summit Hill Residents: Bins can 
only be picked up at the SHA Office 
in the Linwood Community Center, 860 
St. Clair Ave.  Please call ahead at 
651-222-1222 to request what you need 
and to find out SHA office hours. 

Annual 
Meeting Recap

Continued from p.1

disabilities live an independent and fulfilling 
life through services in healthcare, housing, 
and education headquartered in Richfield. 
I am passionate about the environment and 
want to make sure the world around me is a 
better place for having me in it. To that end 
I want to be a catalyst for change. I may have 
just moved into the Summit-Hill neighbor-
hood but I am fully committed to becoming 
a champion of the neighborhood and will 
work to help the SHA regardless of my abil-
ity to serve on the board.

Michael Hartoonian, Summit Avenue
The historic district of St Paul in which we 
live is a jewel that must be sustained and 
enriched. Now retired, I have been a teacher 
for over 30 years; 22 at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison, and 10 at the University of 
Minnesota. I have also served as a consultant 
to our Department of State and NATO to 
business, and have continued to lecture and 
write on the topics of democratic capitalism 
and citizenship in Asia, the Middle East, and 
Europe, and, of course America. I would 
also be honored and pleased to serve my 
community in any way you see fit.

Natalie Hopfield, Fairmount Avenue
My name is Natalie Hopfield and I am a 
proud and busy mother of two boys, 14 
and 12. We have lived in the Summit Hill 
neighborhood for 8 years on Fairmount 
Avenue. I work as a clinical social worker for 
Hennepin County where I provide therapy 
to adults with serious and persistent mental 
illness. I enjoy working as part of a team to 
serve those I represent, whether on a board 
or committee. I am interested in helping 
our neighborhood to deepen connections 
and work together to solve common issues. 
I believe that the Summit Hill Association 
should address the needs of residents as well 
as business owners to preserve and improve 
the quality of life for all. I am particularly 
interested in safety and environmental im-
provements and hope to have the opportu-
nity to participate in leading this association.

Hayden Howland, Victoria Street S. 
(Incumbent)
I have lived in the Summit Hill neighbor-
hood ever since moving to Minnesota in 
2013. For the past two years, I have been a 
member of the Summit Hill Association, 
an important organization in our commu-
nity. During my time on the SHA Board, I 
have organized the semi-annual Progressive 
Supper, led fundraising efforts through the 
annual appeal in my capacity as Develop-
ment Committee Chair, and participated as 
an active member of the Executive Commit-
tee. These experiences have been personally 
rewarding and have punctuated why I enjoy 

living in Summit Hill. I hope to continue 
to serve the community as an SHA Board 
Member, and look forward to supporting 
the good work this organization does.

David Kratz, Goodrich Avenue
My name is David Kratz. I am a Wisconsin 
transplant, and have lived in Minneapolis or 
St. Paul for 3 years. I moved to Minneapolis 
in 2013 to earn my Masters in Urban and 
Regional Planning from the University of 
Minnesota. I work in county government as 
a Planner, working on projects dealing with 
pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, bus 
rapid transit, and active living outreach. I 
want to become a Summit Hill Association 
Board Member to gain a local perspective 
on planning matters, and to contribute to 
this wonderful neighborhood. I have stud-
ied urban planning for six years, and have 
been employed in the field for nearly four. I 
have had academic or professional experi-
ence in all the subject matters of the current 
committees, and know I could contribute. 
Having just moved to the neighborhood in 
May, I would also bring a fresh perspective 
to SHA, with ideas grounded in study and 
experience. 

Sonja Mason: St. Albans Street S. (Incum-
bent)
I am a Summit Hill resident, property own-
er, and a small business owner. My husband 
and I have been residents in Summit Hill 
since 2009, when we moved across Summit 
Avenue from District 8. I have board experi-
ence, having served on SARPA and the 
Cass Gilbert Society, where I have generally 
fallen into the role of handling social media, 
DPAC (District Parent Advisory Council) 
with St Paul Public Schools, and am cur-
rently the president of our condo associa-
tion. Professionally, I have a Masters degree 
in Architecture, and I work on my own 
primarily in residential design. I am also a 
landlord, managing two small rental proper-
ties in St Paul. In my personal experience, 
I am a mother, a St Paul Central graduate 
and former Webster school student, and 
have long roots in St Paul. In short, I would 
bring a variety of experience, perspectives, 
and skill sets to the board.

Andrew J. Rorvig, Lincoln Avenue 

(Incumbent)
I have served on the SHA board since 2013.  
In that time, I have been active as a (former) 
chair of the pedestrian safety & calming 
committee that was successful in lobbying 
the City to provide extra funding to increase 
pedestrian safety improvements on Grand 
Avenue.  Those will be coming next sum-
mer.  I also serve as the SHA representative 
on the Grand Avenue Business Association 
Board, and was excited to be a part of the 
cooperative efforts of both groups last fall 
that worked to squash the City’s desire to 
place parking meters on Grand Avenue.  I 
also continue to serve as the Board secretary 
and sit on the executive committee. I have 
enjoyed the past 3-years, but wasn’t automati-
cally sure I wanted to serve 3 more. I think 
the real reason I have decided to run again is 
because deeply care about the historical im-
portance of this fine area, and want to make 
sure that it continues to be safe, preserved 
from fleeting changes at City Hall, and viable 
for those who have continued to support it 
in the past and who will (my two young sons) 
in the future continue to care for it.  Serving 
on SHA has and will continue to give me 
an opportunity to do so. My day job is as a 
lawyer at a firm across the river – don’t hold 
that against me.

Susan Schultze, Dunlap Street 
I have lived in St Paul for 31 years, and in 
the Summit Hill Neighborhood for the last 
3 years. Our two sons are graduates of Saint 
Paul Central High School. I love Saint Paul, 
and would like to contribute by serving on 
the SHA board. My husband and I rented 
out our home for several years before moving 
into it ourselves, so we are familiar with the 
rental environment as well as Saint Paul 
Planning and Zoning procedures. I have 
a degree in architecture, the smile of the 
historical homes and buildings in the area. I 
work for 3M, where one can have many ca-
reers and have years of experience in facilities 
engineering, process improvement, and data 
analytics. One of my passions is gardening, 
and I am also interested in the environmen-
tal and beautification projects.

A great time was had by all. Congratula-
tions to the incoming and re-elected board 
members.

Good Neighbor Award Recipients: 
From L to R: Tor Cox, Francesco Marchio, Matteo Marchio, Rory King



2016-17 SHA
CALENDAR

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Meetings are held in the Linwood Com-
munity Center, 860 St. Clair Avenue unless 
noted otherwise.  Dates and time may 
change.  Call SHA at 222-1222 to confirm.
•	Board	of	Directors	-	second	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Executive	Committee	-	last	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Communications/Outreach	Committee		
 - 3rd Tuesday, 7 p.m.
•	Pedestrian	Safety/Traffic	Calming	
 Committee - 4th Tuesday, 7 p.m.
For the following Committees, please call for 
meeting	time/location:
•	Environment	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Development	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Zoning	and	Land	Use	Committee	–	as		
 needed.
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Next Newsletter Deadline: 
December 30, 2016

Curbside Recycling: 
Every Friday, recycling 
must be out by 7 a.m.

Neighborhood Events

The Summit is prepared by Nelima Sitati, Editor; 
Kay Willshire, Ad Coordinator; Becky Siekmeier, 

Layout Editor; and contributing writers.

DECEMBER 2016
1 Summit Newsletter Arrives 
19	 Pedestrian	Safety/Traffic	Calming		
 Committee
20 Communications & Outreach 
27	 Pedestrian	Safety/Traffic	Calming		
 Committee 
29 Executive Committee
30  Summit Newsletter Deadline

JANUARY 2017
10  Monthly Neighborhood Meeting –  
 Board Meeting
16	 Pedestrian	Safety/Traffic	Calming		
 Committee
17 Communications & Outreach 
 Committee
26 Executive Committee

FEBRUARY
1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
9 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board 
20	 Pedestrian	Safety/Traffic	Calming		
 Committee
21  Communications & Outreach 
 Committee
23 Executive Committee
28 Summit Newsletter Deadline

Get Involved with SHA
When you volunteer for a worthy com-
munity effort, you are making an invest-
ment both in yourself and your commu-
nity. Consider volunteering today, for the 
joy of personal satisfaction. The Summit 
Hill Association would be delighted to 
help you find a volunteer activity that 
suits you. Give us a call at 651-222-1222.

• Exterior Wood Doors
• Interior Doors
• Wood Storm Doors

• Aluminum Storm Doors
• Arch Doors
• Wood DH Sash Kits
• Wood Storm Windows

• French Windows
• Wood Rot Specialists
• Stair Systems

Family Owned  
Since 1982

Installation 
Available!

HISTORICAL DOORS, WINDOWS &  
MOULDINGS CUSTOM MADE FOR YOUR  

TURN OF THE CENTURY HOME.

612-721-1111 aamillwork.com

WOOD WINDOWS

EXT. & INT. DOORS

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

AAMillwork_Ad_SummitNews1_12.indd   1 1/11/12   4:57 PM

RESERVE YOUR COPY Of 
Songs of Crocus Hill

Michael E. Murphy’s Songs of Crocus Hill is ex-
pected to be available in December, but neither 
the publication date nor price had been con-
firmed at the time of printing of The Summit. 
You may reserve copies of the book by emailing 
info@summithillassociation.org. A portion of 
sales goes to the Summit Hill Association. 

It might have charmed Bruegel if a few villagers
in his Winter Landscape had posed like this,
facing him for their portrait on a skating rink
all lined up in front of a green plywood stall
they would bang tennis balls against all summer.

He’d recognize their skates and hockey sticks
of course, but he’d think this clothing queer:
little Lenny Lipschultz, black stocking cap,
enough belt to go around him twice;
his dad in an Ike jacket and brown fedora;

Mike Keenan trying to fill his big brother’s 
leather bomber jacket, both fists on his stick,
bent on playing above his size;
Bill Hunt squinting from under a red plaid
Paul Bunyan cap; Gus in his grin.

But what would Bruegel make of Jeanne Arth
standing on the ice in her white scarf and skates;
stick akimbo, ready for hockey with the boys,
the stick one day to be swapped for a racquet
and her Centre Court win at Wimbledon.
                           — Michael E. Murphy

From Bruegel to Wimbledon

Summit Hill native Michael E. 
Murphy and his wife, Jane. Mike 
grew up at 1069 Fairmount Avenue. 
His new book, Songs of Crocus 
Hill, includes more than 50 poems, 
about half of which are about life 
live in the neighborhood.

On the “back rink,” site of today’s swimming pool at the St. Paul Tennis Club on 
Osceola Avenue around 1948, are future Wimbledon doubles champion Jeanne 
Arth, left, Gus Metzger, Bill Hunt, Louie Peterson (taller boy), Mike Keenan 
(front), Mr. Aaron Lipschultz, unidentified boy, and Mr. Lipschultz’ son.

Summit Hill Native Shows You 
Can Go Home Again

By Patricia McMorrow

Michael E. Murphy grew up at 1069 
Fairmount Avenue, where his family lived 
from 1941 to 1976. If you had a good arm, 
the Murphy’s front yard was a stone’s throw 
away from the St. Paul Tennis Club on 
Osceola Avenue, where Mike played many a 
set on the red clay courts. During the winter, 
the courts were transformed into “The 
Olympic Skating Rink.” Mike remembers 
skating out under the stars to Mr. Sandman, 
by the Chordettes, and other mid-1950s 
favorites, played over a loudspeaker rigged to 
the clubhouse.

In his new book of poems, Songs of Crocus 
Hill, Mike pays tribute to the magical nights 
at “The Olympic,” and many Summit Hill 
memories too sweet to forget. A former 
English teacher at St. Olaf and Macalester 
Colleges, and a retired partner from the law 
firm of Faegre & Benson (now Faegre Baker 
Daniels), Mike winces at clichés. But the 
book truly is a labor of love.

After being asked for years by family and 
friends to collect his poems, he printed 
just a few copies to mark the occasion of 
his 50th wedding anniversary, in 2015, to 
Jane Randolph Murphy, a St. Catherine’s 
University alum. But with encouragement 
from many of these same family and friends, 
including Sue Zumberge, owner of Subtext 
Books in downtown St. Paul, Mike decided 
to go for wider circulation. He connected 
with an editor at Archway Publishing, a 
division of Simon & Schuster, who was 
charmed by the sense of place in the poems.

“Sense of place” is right. Mike captures 
images of Summit Hill long gone, but not 
forgotten. He writes of his Dad, Minnesota 
Supreme Court Justice William Patrick 
Murphy, stepping off the Grand Avenue 
streetcar, briefcase in hand. And a yo-yo 
salesman doing tricks with a Duncan on the 
wide stoop in front of Radisky’s Linwood 
Sweetshop at Osceola and Oxford. Now it’s 
a duplex. And Carl Wolf, the German tai-
lor, whose shop was at Grand and Oxford, 
across from Vince’s Pure Oil. Today, All 
American Auto Service. And Sister Karen 
Wadsworth, his third-grade teacher at St. 
Luke’s, changed to St. Thomas More in 
2008.

A poem titled The Tutor mixes past with 
present. Mike attended Linwood School 
until third grade, returning decades later, in 
retirement, to serve as a classroom volunteer 
helping immigrant students improve their 
English reading and writing skills.

The theme of “giving back” in The Tutor 

reflects Mike’s lifelong commitment to Sum-
mit Hill and the broader community. He 
is a longtime supporter of Cretin-Derham 
Hall, from where he graduated in 1957. Back 
then, it was just Cretin. He was among the 
classmates who recently established a schol-
arship fund for students facing emergency 
financial circumstances. He also teaches a 
class on The Law in Literature at the Univer-
sity of St. Thomas Law School. And he is  a 
loyal alum of St. John’s University, where he 
captained the Johnnies’ hockey and tennis 
teams.

After raising their four kids on the other 
side of the river—Jane is a Minneapolis girl—
the Murphys returned to St. Paul in retire-
ment. Mike still plays an occasional match at 
the St. Paul Tennis Club, where the courts 
are now green har-tru vs. red clay. If you walk 
past the club this winter, just picture “The 
Olympic” — described by Mike as a “carnival 
of colors, screaming skaters, scarves stream-
ing, the crack of pucks on sticks …”

The Summit Hill Association appreciates 
Michael E. Murphy’s love of language, and 
the treasure of memories he has preserved 
through his poetry. Thank you for helping 
capture what makes St. Paul magical.
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Happenings in

The SHA 
Website: 
A Good 

Source for 
Neighborhood 

Information
Established in June 2004, the Sum-
mit Hill Association Web site at 
www.summithillassociation.org has 
grown in its ability to keep you up 
to date on neighborhood and city 
resources, Summit Hill events and 
opportunities for you to participate 
in the health and vitality of your 
community.  Check us out and 
bookmark the address for future 
reference!  

In addition, we encourage resi-
dents to subscribe to the Electronic 
News List on the home page that 
provides up-to-date announce-
ments on late-breaking events, 
public meetings and issues. 

Among other things, the SHA web 
site has links and resource infor-
mation about crime prevention, 
senior services, recycling, neigh-
borhood improvement projects, a 
calendar of events and The Summit 
newsletter.  Links connect you to 
the City of St. Paul, the Grand 
Avenue Business Association and 
other sites of interest to Summit 
Hill residents.

If you have suggestions about how 
we can improve the web site or 
about any other neighborhood 
concerns, go to the “Contact SHA” 
link on the home page and give us 
your thoughts! 

www.summithillassociation.org

unlimited access  

GROUP   FITNESS  
over   40   classes   a   week 

TheSPAC.com
651-291-SPAC MONTH-TO-MONTH   CONTRACTS  from  $79

$1   Parking

Sometimes your holiday to-do list  
includes work off pie. 

Executive Amenities include:  
All Standard Amenities 

Executive Equipment Room
25 Yard Indoor Pool 

University Club Membership 
Executive Locker Rooms

Standard Amenities include:
Group Fitness Classes  

Premium Cardio Equipment
Huge Weight Room 

Steam Rooms •  Saunas 
Healthcare Reimbursements

The Saint Paul Police Department has a new 
tool to notify the public of emergency situa-
tions. In cooperation with Ramsey County, 
the department can now quickly send 
emergency alerts to residents, businesses and 
people who frequently visit Saint Paul.

The Emergency Notification System is a free 
service to which people can subscribe. The 
system will call, send text messages or email 
subscribers, alerting them of developing situ-
ations that immediately affect the areas in 
which they live, work or visit.

“Saint Paul is a vibrant, thriving city in 
which hundreds of thousands of people live, 
work and play every day. This tool will help 
keep everyone safer by ensuring they are in-
formed of local emergencies and know what 
actions they should or can take to protect 
themselves,” said Mayor Chris Coleman.

Saint Paul Police Department 
Launches New Emergency 

Notification System
(Courtesy of the Saint Paul Police Department)

The alert system will only be used for 
incidents where there is an imminent threat 
to health and safety, such as active shooter 
events, in-progress searches for violent sus-
pects or anything that immediately impacts 
public safety and awareness is urgently 
needed to aide law enforcement. The alert 
is geographically specific and will only notify 
people in the area who could be affected 
by the event. Subscribers of the service may 
choose the specific geographic areas for 
which they would like to receive alerts.

Anyone interested in receiving alerts must 
sign	up	by	going	to	stpaul.gov/publicsafety-
alert. 
Messages will be sent to the subscribers 
through their preferred communications 
channel—cell phone, SMS (text), home 
phone, email, to ensure real-time access to 
potentially lifesaving information. Land line 

phones in the area of an emergency will 
all received the emergency notifications 
whether they are signed up or not.

Saint Paul City Councilmember Dai Thao, 
who has been a strong advocate of using 
technology to keep the city safe, says the 
Emergency Notification System is an im-
portant step in helping police officers and 
the people they serve work together in the 
interest of public safety.

“We all can play an important role in pro-
tecting one another,” Thao said. “Sharing 
timely and accurate information with people 
who could be affected by major incidents is 
a great way to prevent crime and empower 
people to keep themselves, their families 
and their neighbors safe from harm. I 
encourage everyone to opt in and subscribe 
to this service.”

In a competitive process, Eureka Recycling 
was awarded the five-year contract for collec-
tion and processing of recyclable materials 
for single-family homes, small multifamily 
buildings (up to 11 units), and multifamily 
building 12 units and over in the city of 
Saint Paul. The new contract includes the 
move to wheeled, lidded carts and a change 
in collection location; “carts will be collected 
where the resident’s trash is collected, which 
for many this means a move to the alley”.  
Residents will be seeing carts delivered 
beginning in December 2016. Collection in 
carts will begin in January, 2017. The City 
of Saint Paul will be sending more detailed 
announcements soon.

Transitioning from blue bins to carts 
The City of Saint Paul will be communicat-
ing with residents about the change from the 
blue bins to the wheeled, lidded carts and 
the change in the collection location. Please 
note: There are a limited number of blue 
bins left to distribute and when our stock is 
gone the bins will not be re-ordered. 

What do I do with my old blue bin? 

Recycling Update: Cart Delivery 
and Blue Bin Recycling

There are two options 1) upcycle your bin 
at home or 2) Return your bin to your local 
district council office before January 1, 2017 
or a designated drop off site (schedule and 
locations to be announced). The Summit 
Hill Association and Eureka Recycling 
encourage you and your family to reuse 
or upcycle the old blue recycling bins in 
your home. For example, they can be used 

around the house as a kitchen recycling bin 
or by your backdoor to help with transport-
ing material to the cart. They can also be 
washed out and used for laundry, firewood 
and general storage! Note: There will be 
designated drop-off locations for blue bin 
recycling if you do not want to keep your 
bin for personal use. Stay tuned to your 
mail box for more information. 
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the ‘Hill Area JOIN SHA ON FACEBOOK
find other neighbors and friends;  

search for the Summit Hill Association 
and join the group today!

1/2 c.  Tradition
1/2 c.   Family and Friends
2 c.  Cheer
1  Thanksgiving Brunch 
1  Fezziwig Ball
1  Santa
Sprinkle in laughter of children.

Mix throughly. Share with friends.

Stop by for a tour.  
All are welcome.

Warm University Club Holiday

UniversityClubofStPaul.com
651-222-1751

Sprockets 
Youth 

Programs

Are youth in your household looking for 
something to do? Sprockets’ out of school 
time programming can help! 

Developing Job Readiness in Youth:
The Urban Apprentice Training in partner-
ship with Keystone Community Services is 
offering programs for Teens in grades 9-12. 

The Urban Apprentice Program is a 10-12 
session, interactive and hands-on training 
focused on business, entrepreneurship, and 
developing each young person’s potential 
as they prepare to enter a competitive 
workforce. Past work experience placements 
in the program include bike shops, food 
shelf sites, tutoring centers and community 
centers. 

Sessions are a mix of formal mini-lessons, 
group challenges, and off-site adventures 
to reinforce how key concepts show up in 
the real world. Youth compete in a final 
business challenge and present to a panel of 
friendly judges. Interested youth can apply 
for a paid apprenticeship through the Urban 
Business Adventures. 

For more information about Spring 2017 
cohort spaces, please contact Chris Ohland 
via email at cohland@keystoneservices.org or 
via phone at 651-659-0613 X2. Please note 
that space is limited – inquire today!

MOMS Club 
Pre School 

Fair
Once again, the MOMS Club will be 
sponsoring a Pre School Fair. The Fair will 
be held on January 21, 2017 from 10:00 am 
to noon at the Gloria Dei Lutheran Church.  
Over 25 local private preschools will be in at-
tendance. Come and pay a visit and learn all 
about options for your children. We hope to 
see you there! For more information, please 
visit	our	website	at	https://sites.google.com/
site/summithillmoms/preschoolfair

The SHA Board of Directors tries to 
make it as easy as possible for you to 
share your concerns, questions (even 
compliments will be taken) during the 
Open Forum period at each monthly 
neighborhood meeting. The Forum is 
open for the first 10 minutes of each 
meeting which is held at the Linwood 
Community Center Meeting Room.

Monthly 
Open Forum

If you have community concerns or 
questions that you would like to bring 
to the SHA Board of Directors’ at-
tention (…these folks are simply your 
neighbors volunteering time for the 
good of Summit Hill!) we invite you to 
attend one of the monthly neighbor-
hood meetings that are held on the 
second Thursday of the month. 

New Historic 
Survey of 

Summit Hill
By Shannon O’Toole

Beginning in November 2016 and slated to 
finish by summer 2017, the 106 Group will 
research and inventory our neighborhood 
for the historic survey being undertaken at 
the direction of the Historic Preservation 
Commission and its agent, Historic St. 
Paul, a local non-profit.  Historic St. Paul is 
administering the funds to undertake the 
survey, provided in part by the State of Min-
nesota from the Arts and Cultural Heritage 
Fund through the Minnesota Historical 
Society.   Historic St. Paul chose the 106 
Group, also a local company, through a 
competitive RFP process.  If you see people 
walking the neighborhood taking pictures of 
houses (generally from the front public right 
of way only) and making notes, it is likely 
106 Group employees.  The surveyors will 
not be on private property.

Part of our neighborhood is already 
designated nationally and by the state as a 
historic district.  Summit Avenue is locally 
designated as well; it will not be part of the 
historic survey nor will any individual build-
ings that have local historic designation.  
The reason a historic survey is being done at 
this time is that the current information is 
outdated and insufficient.  When the state 
and national designations were done in the 
1970’s, the amount of information obtained 
on each structure was less than now consid-
ered adequate.  This is an intensive survey 
that will analyze the historic properties of 
the neighborhood and precisely and ac-
curately provide enough information so that 
an inventory of the historic properties can 
be made.  This will assist the city in making 
decisions about our neighborhood from 
planning to designated area boundaries.
Importantly to many, the EAW process 
required for certain renovations in the 
national and state historic districts will be 
satisfied by the information gathered in the 
historic survey.  The historic survey will also 
assist the neighborhood in examining what 
level of preservation it needs.  

The survey will include approximately 1800 
structures, primarily in the Summit Hill 
neighborhood.  You can see the survey area 
in the colored portions of the map found 
at	https://www.stpaul.gov/DocumentCen-
ter/View2/78414.pdf			Look	on	the	SHA	
website and this publication for upcoming 
information about an initial public meeting 
about the historic survey.

There’s Still Time 
to Give to SHA

Did you miss our Annual Appeal envelope in the October issue? 
It happens…but that is no problem. 

Our fiscal year runs through December 31st, so there is still time to 
participate and become an active donor!

SHA depends on the generous support from folks in the neighbor-
hood who believe in what SHA is all about – working with you and 
your neighbors to make and keep Summit Hill a vibrant, safe and 
connected community through citizen participation and community 
improvement projects. We are steadily working towards our goal, but 
we still need your help. If you have not yet made an annual donation 
to SHA, it is as easy as going to our website at www.summithillas-
sociation.org and clicking on the yellow “Donate” button in the upper 
right corner of the home page. Or, you can send in a check made out 
to summit Hill Association, and send it to us at 860 St. Clair Ave, Saint 
Paul, MN 55105. Also, when you make your donation, please be sure 
to inquire at your place of work if they match employee donations.

Another way of contributing to the Summit Hill Association is by en-
suring you place your receipts in the Summit Hill box when you shop 
at Kowalski’s on Grand Avenue. SHA is participating in their ‘Groceries 
for Good’ program, and at the end of every quarter we participate in, 
we receive a donation based on the number of receipts in our box. 
Please be sure to ask to be directed to the box if you cannot locate it 
at the front of the store after the checkout registers. 

As a 501 (c) 3, SHA also accepts in kind donations that are tax de-
ductible. We are currently in need of computers and would gladly 
receive computers in good condition and upgraded technology to 
meet our needs.

Every donation counts. 
Thank you for your support.
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860 St. Clair Ave. • (651) 298-5660
BUILDING HOURS:
Monday  7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Tuesday  6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Wednesday 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Thursday 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday  7 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Saturday       9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

HOLIDAY HOURS: 
December 25th – Christmas CLOSED
January 1st – New Year’s Day CLOSED

Call  Linwood Recreation Center at 651-
298-5660 for specific class information.

YOUTH DANCE CLASSES
Instructor: Carla Ekwall

MARTIAL ARTS: SOO BAHK DO
Instructor: Mike Kelly, Certified Master 
Instructor 
For more information call Mike Kelly at 651-
214-1485 or email: mike@kellyrenewals.com. 
Please contact Linwood at 651-298-5660 to 
register. For ages 6 to adults this is a tradi-
tional martial art emphasizing discipline, 
concentration self-confidence, personal 
development, self-defense, conditioning 
and more. Learn from and internationally 
ranked certified master instructor with 20+ 
years of experience. Family discounts are 
available.. 

Introductory Classes for New Students 
(includes uniform)
Saturdays from 9-9:45 a.m. Fee: $75 for 2 
months. Sessions: Ongoing for ages 6+ 
Ongoing Classes for returning Stu-
dents- 
Tue. 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
Fee:	$45/month	or	$105/3	months	
Sessions: Ongoing Ages 6+ 

Spring Sports Registration for Youth 
Registration for Spring sports (Volleyball 
and Indoor Soccer) is Jan 1-31st. However, 
we will still accept registrations after that if 

space is available. Please call Linwood to reg-
ister	or	go	online	at	www.stpaul.gov/parks.	

ADULT/SENIOR FITNESS & WELLNESS 
CLASSES AT LINWOOD
Our certified instructors at Linwood offer 
a variety of fitness and wellness classes to 
accommodate all levels of participants in 
fun	atmosphere.	All	classes	are	$5/session.	
Discounted punch cards are available for 
purchase. To get even a better deal, you may 
purchase a fitness card for 12 sessions at $54 
or 20 sessions for $80.  Fitness cards may be 
used for any of the following Linwood Fit-
ness or Yoga classes.  Punch cards may not 
be	used	for	the	Exercise/Weight	room.	

Early Bird Fitness Workout: Day 
Spring with the Fittest 
Instructor: Cliff Swyningan 
Tuesday/Thursday	6:15	a.m.		–	7:15	a.m.	
Ages 18 & up

Pilates Mind/Body/Strength 
Instructor: Cliff Swynigan 
Tuesday/Thursday	6:15	p.m.-7:15	p.m.		
Ages 18 & up

Complete Fitness Challenge 
Instructor: Colleen Tusa 
Tuesday 10:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Friday 9:30 a.m.  – 9:30 a.m.
Saturday 9:00 am. – 10:00 a.m.
Ages 18 & up

Forever Fit 
Instructor: Teresa Davenport 
Monday 9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.

55 Plus Workout 
Instructor: Teresa Davenport 
Tuesday/Thursday	9:15	a.m.	

Yoga: Earth Moon 
Instructor: Teresa Davenport 
Wednesday 9:15 a.m.  – 10:15 a.m. & 
7:45 p.m. – 8:45 a.m.
Friday 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Linwood Rec Center News 
Things to do on the ‘Hill 

 

Now Offering:
Pet Pick-Up & Drop-Offs!

Need professional care for your pet, but 
can’t make it to the vet? No problem! 

We’ll pick up!

 

377 Dayton Ave.
St. Paul, MN 55102

651.789.6275
www.stpaulpet.com

 
 
 

Ages 18 & up 

Zumba (new class beginning on Mon., Jan. 
9 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. for ages 18 & up)
Instructor:  Jackie Munoz

New Activity:  Adult cards
Enjoy a couple of hours playing 500 or 
Hand and Foot at Linwood Recreation 
Center on Fridays from 1:30-3:30 p.m. 
beginning on Nov. 18 in the scenic Senior 
Lounge.  Great opportunity to get away for 
a while in a new setting.  Coffee and Treats 
provided.  This activity is free of charge.

FITNESS/WEIGHT ROOM 
Linwood Rec. Center 651-298-5660 
This room consists of 7 nautilus Cybex 
machines, two treadmills, two stair climbers, 
and two exercise bicycles plus one elliptical 
machine for cardiovascular training. Locker 
rooms are available for members. To use the 
equipment, you may pay daily fee of $3 or 
purchase	a	Twelve	month/Annual	member-
ship. 

Memberships:
Daily   3.00
Single Adult   $30.00
Non –St Paul Residents  $60.00

Volunteer Coaches
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offers a 
variety of coaching opportunities in youth 
athletics. As a volunteer coach you can help 
develop young athletes, provide leadership, 
promote good sportsmanship and be a 
positive role model. If you have experience 
or are willing to learn coaching fundamen-
tals, we can give you the necessary skills and 
tools. All coaches will be trained through 
Saint Paul’s coaching certification program. 
All coaches are required to consent to a 
background check. The average time com-
mitment is 2-3 hours per week for approxi-
mately 8 weeks. Please contact Linwood for 
more information.

If you are getting more than one 
copy, please contact us at info@
summithillassociation.org or by phone at 
651-222-1222. Let us know which mailing 
address designations are extra. Thanks!

Are You 
Getting a 
Duplicate 
Copy of 

“The Summit” 
Newsletter?

Pedestrian Safety Update 
Continued from p.1

two warnings to vehicles who failed to yield 
to pedestrians in the crosswalk.

During the event, police felt the compliance 
rate at this location was worse than any 
other intersections they have worked this 
year. At one point, officers had a total of 
9 violators stopped in a row. Community 
volunteers felt that because there was such 
a disregard for pedestrians, engineering 
changes were necessary. Community mem-
bers suggested adding the following:
•	RRFB	(flashing	lights)	at	this	intersection		
 to increase compliance
•	Median	/	Pedestrian	Refuge
•	School	Speed	Zone
•	Dynamic	Speed	Limit	Sign	/	Radar
•	Better	crosswalk	signs/markings
•	Community	volunteers	felt	crossing	using	
 the light at Lexington & Grand was 
 unsafe due to traffic turning.

They	said	there	have	been	a	lot	of	near‐
misses with kids. Parents suggested adding 
a Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) to this 

intersection, even if it is just during school 
crossing times, would be helpful. Volun-
teers felt that cars were speeding up rapidly, 
heading south as they left the intersection of 
Grand and Lexington. Volunteers expressed 
a feeling of empowerment as they saw cars 
getting stopped for violations that were be-
ing committed here every day.

The Summit Hill Association Pedestrian 
Safety and Traffic Calming Committee has 
learned that parents are organizing to help 
kids and youth cross the street. We encour-
age youth and adults to cross at lights when 
possible. 

If you have a school age child and are 
interested in more information about the 
crossing program, please contact info@
summithillassociation.org. 

For more information on pedestrian safety 
and the Stop For Me Campaign, please visit 
http://www.smart-trips.org/stop-for-me/

Christmas 
Tree 

Pickup
The Community Garden Council is happy 
to announce that they will resume their 
Christmas Tree Pickup service this year. We 
know that this service was missed last year, 
when they were not able to offer it. The 
pickup fee is still $10 per tree. Residents can 
get rid of their natural Christmas trees in 
this way. If you are interested in this service, 
you will need to pre-register and pay for it in 
advance to enable the volunteers to map out 
their route. Please mail your check of $10 
(or more depending on how many trees you 
have) along with your name and address to 
the Summit Hill Association, 860 St. Clair 
Avenue, St. Paul MN, 55105. Please indicate 
‘Christmas Tree Pickup’ on the memo. The 
pickup date will be Saturday January 14, 
2017. If you have any questions, please give 
us a call at 651-222-1222.
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View from the Avenue

THE FINEST IN WINE BEER AND SPIRITS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

918 GRAND AVENUE 651-227-7039   •   FAX 651-228-0266
ST. PAUL WWW.1STGRANDAVELIQUORS.COM

1st GRAND AVE. LIQUOR, INC.

20% OFF your next purchase 
of non-sale Vintage Wine

Coupon must be presented                                    Exp 01/01/051/31/17

15%
36 CESAR CHAVEZ STREET, ST. PAUL, MN 55107

P: 651-221-9029     F: 651-221-0224

E: concord@usfamily.net

Women’s Advocates: Over 40 Years of 
Pioneering Resources for Family Safety

By Amanda Karls

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

In 1974 a Victorian home in Summit 
Hill became the first shelter in the 
entire country for women escaping 
domestic violence. The need for the 
shelter became apparent to a group 
of volunteers who founded Women’s 
Advocates. They recognized that 
women often lacked the same financial 
resources in navigating the process of 
leaving a marriage as men. In 1972, 
they set out to create a divorce self-help 
guide and then a phone line. However 
the volunteers became increasingly 
aware that many of the women seeking 
to leave their marriages were doing so 
because of abuse issues and so the shel-
ter was created to provide a safe refuge 
for women and their children. 

The shelter is still operated here today 
and has expanded into two additional 
adjacent homes. Amazingly, over the 
past 42 years, Women’s Advocates has 
provided emergency services to over 
40,000 women and children. And their 
work continues. Their mission is formi-
dable: to eliminate domestic violence 
in the lives of women, children and 
families.

I met with Director of Development, 
Lauren Rimestad to learn more about 
the programming at Women’s Advo-
cates. According to Lauren, at any given 
time there are up to 50 women and 
children temporarily residing in the 
shelter. However, their services go be-
yond providing beds and warm meals. 
Women’s Advocates also provides 
childcare, counseling services, advocacy, 
job-search and transitional housing 
resources, and after-care support. Ad-
ditionally they staff a crisis hotline and 
provide community education around 

domestic violence issues. Through the 
Domestic Abuse Legal Advocacy Cen-
ter—another Summit Hill-based organi-
zation—they also provide pro-bono legal 
services to the women they serve.

The Women’s Advocates shelter, 
perched up high on the hill along 
the 500 block of Grand Avenue, 
has become part of the fabric of this 
neighborhood. Children get on and off 
buses at the front steps, mothers tend 
their plots in the Summit Hill Com-
munity Garden, residents enjoy annual 
Thanksgiving dinners made possible 
by the good folks at Dixie’s, and area 
residents donate their money and time 
to support the programming. As Lauren 
put it, “our donors and volunteers are 
our neighbors.” 

Among their most current donation 
needs are Target gift cards for former 
shelter clients to use during the holidays 
to purchase food and gifts. This year gift 
cards will be accepted at the shelter until 
December 15. Another way to contrib-
ute is to volunteer with a small group 
to help make and serve a weekend meal 
at the shelter. If you are interested in 
doing so, please contact Tom at 651-726-
5212.  Their partner organization, the 
Domestic Abuse Legal Advocacy Center, 
also hosts a variety of fundraising events 
throughout the year—many of them 
right here in this neighborhood. Visit 
domesticabuselegaadvocacycenter.org 
for more information.  

To learn more about Women’s Advo-
cates and the pioneering public-safety 
work they have been doing in this neigh-
borhood for over four decades, visit 
their website at www.wadvocates.org.

Grand Meander is a St. Paul tradition that captures the 
charm of historic Grand Avenue and the cozy commu-
nal spirit of the holidays! Pick out your Christmas tree, 
have breakfast with Santa, hear carolers meander from 
store to store, and hop on a classic trolley and ride the 
20-block length of Grand Avenue.

Follow Grand Meander on Facebook for exclusive updates!

Breakfast with Santa  — 8:30-10:30 am
Presented by Tavern on Grand
Join us for Breakfast with Santa from 8:30-10:30 a.m. at the Tavern on Grand. Breakfast in-
cludes 2 free pancakes and coffee, milk, or juice. Extra pancakes and sides can be purchased. 
There is no cost to meet Santa, but please bring an unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots if you 
are able. Tavern on Grand is located at 656 Grand Avenue.

Visit Santa’s Reindeer — 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Meet members of Santa’s reindeer team between 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Reindeer will be at:
Frattallone’s Ace Hardware (east), 650 Grand

Fire Truck Rides Provided by the Vulcan Krewe — 10:00 am-Noon
There will be free fire truck rides provided by the Vulcan Krewe from 10:00-Noon  The rides 
will start and finish at Dixie’s on Grand, 695 Grand Avenue.  This is a great way to experi-
ence Grand Avenue and meet members of the Vulcan Krewe!

Carolers — 11:00 am-2:00 pm
A variety of Caroling Groups will be entertaining Grand Meander guests all along Grand 
Avenue

Santa on the Avenue — 10:30 am - 2:30 pm
There will be several places for Santa sightings, starting at the early morning Santa Breakfast 
at Tavern on Grand. Santa stops will be listed in the 2016 Grand Meander Guide. Pick up 
your at participating businesses.

Grand Area Art Fairs - 10:00 am-5:00 pm (unless otherwise noted)
Art at Ramsey Presented by the Artists Circle
A Juried Holiday Art Fair of quality fine crafts and fine art. This event is sponsored by Saint 
Paul Public Schools Community Education in cooperation with Artists’ Circle, a non-profit 
art organization promoting fine crafts.  This is the art fair’s 20th anniversary show. The 
Youth Art Fair, with local young artists, ages 10-18 will also return for its 9th year. Stop by 
Ramsey Middle School between 10am - 5pm (Youth Art Fair ends at 4pm) to see and pur-
chase some beautiful arts and crafts. FREE to attend.

Mims Photography Art Show
Mims Photography at 1746 Grand and will be open from 10am-5pm. Click here for a full 
listing.

Summit Ave Artisan Festival
Located at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 900 Summit Ave, the show runs 9:00 - 4:00. 
See www.spucconsummit.org for more information.
 
Soup Tasting — 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Come out and vote for your favorite soup on Grand Avenue. Samples will be available at 
several locations. For a complete list of soup stops pick up the Grand Meander Guide at 
participating businesses.

Free Trolley Rides — 10:00 am-3:00 pm
What better way to experience all of Grand Avenue than on a historic trolley?  FREE trolley 
rides will be provided from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  You can hop on or off the trolley at a bus 
stop on Grand between Dale & Fairview.

GABBING ON GRAND
Grand Meander

Saturday, December 3



OPENING THE DOOR 
TO HOME

In town or around town,
working to serve you best

Jane Austin McGrath
651-282-9625

Tailoring & Alterations 
for Men & Women

Relining, Restyling 
& Reweaving

� � � � �

Hems, Zippers, Sleeves

� � � � �

Experienced in Leather & Furs

Hours:
Mon. – Fri., 9-6; Sat., 9-4

Tom’s Tailors
672 Grand Avenue

651-222-5953
a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate

Mary Hardy

Finding and  
Selling Your Castle

651-225-3903

maryhardy@edinarealty.com
www.maryhardyonline.com

700 grand ave • st. paul • mn 55105

SHOP 
LOCALLY

...and say, 
“Thanks for 

supporting our 
community with 

your ad in  
The Summit”

Grand Meander 12.3.16


