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Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

We are asking for your support. 
 
Your Summit Hill Association (“SHA”) is 
a non-profit organization run by an elected 
all-volunteer board of directors serving all 
who live, own property or own a business 
in the Summit Hill neighborhood.  Our 
mission is to enhance the neighborhood’s 
quality of life through volunteer-directed 
projects, including:

Pedestrian Safety & Traffic Calming
• Finding solutions to traffic issues that  
 improve pedestrian safety in Summit  
 Hill including working with Macalester  
 Groveland Neighborhood, the Grand  
 Avenue Business Association and the  
 City of St. Paul to develop and find  
 capital funding for new medians and  
 crosswalks on Grand Avenue west of  
 Lexington; 

Crime Prevention & Connections
• Promoting Block and Building Clubs  
 for community building and crime 
 prevention; monthly SHA Staff crime  
 reports and alerts to interested 
 residents;

Environment Awareness & Action
• Promoting environmental awareness  
 and participation through curbside  
 recycling, Neighborhood Cleanup
 events, sponsorship of the Grand   
 Avenue HOURCAR hub, maintenance 

of Sam Morgan Native Prairie; creation 
of Summit Hill Community Garden, 
recycling bins on Grand Ave. and more;

Community Events
• Organizing twice-annual Progressive  
 Suppers & Neighborhood Garage Sales;

Communication & Outreach
• Serving as a valuable information   
 resource to residents and Grand Avenue  
 businesses - keeping you informed about  
 important community issues through 
 direct contact with SHA staff, and   
 through The Summit newsletter,   
 the SHA website, the E-News Bulletin,  
 Facebook, Crime Incident & 
 Community Alerts, and more. 
 
Zoning & Land Use
• Addressing commercial & residential  
 zoning and land use issues that impact  
 the future look and quality of life in our  
 neighborhood. 

As you are making your year-end contribu-
tions, consider investing in your com-
munity’s future by contributing to SHA. 
Please make a tax-deductible contribution 
to SHA to help ensure that our neighbor-
hood continues to thrive. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and 
support. 
 
Betty Schweizer, Chair
SHA Development Committee

Annual Fundraising Appeal
(See donor envelope inside this issue)

New Members Step Forward 
to Help Lead SHA!

Message from the President: 
Mark Berhow, Fairmount Ave.

I am honored and excited 
to serve for a second term 
as President of the Sum-
mit Hill Association’s 
Board of Directors in 
2013.  The continued 

commitment by those who live, or own 
a business or property, in Summit Hill is 
essential to the vitality of the neighbor-
hood.  The strength of the organization is 
a testament to that commitment and the 
vibrant community which we all share.  I 
am particularly excited about continuing to 
build strong relationships between SHA and 
the businesses along Grand Avenue.

The following Board members are not re-
turning this year, and we owe each of them 
a sincere debt of gratitude:

Candace Gislason contributed a signifi-
cant amount of her time and talents to SHA 
through her service as Treasurer.  Candace’s 
keen intellect, attention to detail, and gift 
for numbers will definitely be missed.  

Cheri Kedrowski exhibited strong leader-
ship by revitalizing SHA’s Pedestrian Safety 
and Traffic Calming Committee.  Her 

tireless efforts in this regard have resulted 
in very active and vital committee work for 
SHA.  Cheri’s sound judgment and creative 
solutions will also be missed by the Zoning 
and Land Use Committee.

Tim Pramas is a long-time SHA Board 
member and volunteer who is leaving after 
his second 3-year term.  As Board President 
for two years, Tim provided unparalleled 
leadership to the organization with sound 
judgment and a steady hand.  Tim’s hard 
work as a Volunteer Coordinator for the 
past two Summit Hill House Tours contrib-
uted to the unprecedented success of those 
events.

Kay Raabe, in addition to other active 
participation of behalf of SHA, dedicated 
extensive hours by leading the 180 South 
Grotto Ad Hoc Committee and acted as 
a liaison with residents concerning vari-
ous development proposals regarding the 
redevelopment of this Wilder Foundation 
property.  Kay’s tireless efforts in this regard 
have directly benefited the entire neighbor-
hood.  

Julie Wilbert contributed a great deal of 
energy across a number committees and 
could always be counted on to contribute 
thoughtful comments and creative solutions 

on behalf of SHA.  Julie’s contributions 
to zoning and land use discussions were 
particularly insightful.

We are fortunate that a number of board 
members chose to seek re-election for a 
second term and that six eager members of 
our community stepped forward to serve on 
the Board.  This talented group is described 
in detail below.

Everyone involved with the Summit Hill 
Association works hard on your behalf.  To 
accomplish our work, and advocate for this 
wonderful neighborhood, we need your 

help in addition to those who already volun-
teer for the Board and its committees.  

Please contact our office to learn about the 
many ways you can help with SHA’s current 
and future projects.  Your participation will 
not only be meaningful, rewarding, and fun, 
but you will play an instrumental part in 
building an even stronger community.

Thank you.

Please take a moment to meet the fol-
lowing new and reelected SHA Board 
members: (New SHA Board cont. on p.2)

New and Re-Elected Board members (1/3 of the board): Michael Jurayj, 
Phillip Wahlberg, Michele Costello, Troy Olson, Safia Lovett (incumbent), 
Alan Stage and Adam Chelseth (incumbent)



place and in my opinion one of the best-
neighborhoods in the country. I want to get 
more involved to ensure that it continues 
to be a great place to live for people of all 
backgrounds. 

Currently, I am a member of the Minne-
sota State University Student Association 
Alumni Board and volunteer at Veteran’s 
Legal Aid clinics with the Minnesota Justice 
Foundation. Before my deployment I served 
as a law clerk at the Ramsey County At-
torney’s Office. Next year I will be getting 
married right here in the neighborhood 
(at St. Thomas More) to the most wonder-
ful and supporting person I have ever met, 
Jacqueline VanMoer. 

Alan Stage 
– St. Clair Ave.
My wife, son and I have 
lived in the Summit Hill 
neighborhood for three 
years.  I work nearby 
running the programs for 

veterans and service members at Concor-
dia University as the Associate Director of 
Military Relations.  I also teach communica-
tions and help as an assistant coach for the 
cross country and track teams.  Away from 
Concordia, I am a staff sergeant in the Army 
Reserves and serve as vice president on 
St. Mark Lutheran’s (West 7th St) Church 
Council.

I wanted to become involved with the SHA 
Board of Directors to help ensure Summit 
Hill remains a safe, inviting and engaging 
place for young families to live.  Being a rela-
tively young family ourselves, my wife, son, 
and I are fortune to be in a neighborhood 
that has a wonderful blend of parks, schools, 
residential streets, and local businesses that 
meet our needs.  These are some of the 
things that brought us to the neighborhood, 
and we want to preserve these strong aspects 
of the area while ensuring the neighborhood 
remains vibrant and inviting.  

Philip Wahlberg 
– Fairmount Ave.
I have lived in the Summit 
Hill neighborhood since 
2007 when my wife and I 
purchased our triplex on 
Fairmount Avenue, where 

we continue to reside with our two boys (4 
years old, and 3 months old).  My wife lived 
in the area when we met, residing in an 
apartment building on Lexington & Lincoln 
for 4 years, and have enjoyed returning to 
the neighborhood.

I have had the interest in serving on the 
SHA Board for some time now, and look 
forward to the opportunity to dedicate some 
of my time to keep our neighborhood a 
desirable place to live, work, play, shop, and 
visit.  Helping to better communities and 
environments has been part of my career in 

(New SHA Board, continued on p.4)

Adam Chelseth – 
Goodrich Ave., Re-Elected
I’ve lived on Goodrich 
Avenue for three-and-a-
half years with my partner, 
Maria.  I’ve served on the 
SHA Board since January 

of 2010 and I’ve been involved with both 
the Zoning & Land Use and Communica-
tions & Outreach Committees.  I served as 
the SHA Secretary, and am now the SHA 
Vice-President.

I’m a lawyer by training, but I’m currently 
enrolled full-time in the MPP (Master of 
Public Policy) program at the Humphrey 
School in Minneapolis.  I devote a lot of 
additional time to politics, volunteering as 
often as I can with our local party unit, as 
well as managing a state legislative campaign.

I sought reelection to the Board because 
Summit Hill is one of the most vibrant 
neighborhoods in St. Paul, and I love living 
here and working on behalf of the area.  
I’m particularly interested in the outreach 
portion of our mission, and have enjoyed 
the opportunity to door-knock in some of 
our nearby apartment buildings.  Building 
interest in SHA among renters as well as 
home and business owners is important to 
our future success.   

I’m be honored to have your support and 
excited to serve a second term!

Michele Costello
– Goodrich Ave., Renter
I have lived in the area 
since 2003. I grew up in 
Highland Park and at-
tended Our Lady of Peace 
High School (William 

Mitchell), so, in a sense; this is one of my 
old neighborhoods. 

After years of renovating a home in Como 
Park, I am happy to be renting and having 
the time to garden, read, enjoy my sum-
mers, and travel. I just returned from a 
month long visit to France to visit my sister, 
a painter, who lives in the South along the 
coast. It was the most amazing experience!

I have three grown children, BJ, Daniel, and, 
Megan, who all live in the St. Paul area – no 
grandchildren yet, but I do enjoy my grand-
puppies, which is just fine for now! I am a 
full-time teacher in the St. Paul schools. I’ve 
taught International Baccalaureate Litera-
ture courses for many years as well as Dance, 
which is my passion. This Fall I will start as 
an English and Dance teacher at Washing-
ton Technology Magnet School in the 10th 
grade. I am very excited to return to Wash-
ington where I started when it was a middle 
school back in 1995. I will be starting my 
37th year of teaching with no retirement in 

sight at the moment!
I want to be involved in SHA because I be-
lieve so strongly in neighborhoods, a strong 
community, and having a voice in what is 
best for the people who share this wonderful 
neighborhood with me. With English and 
Communications undergraduate degrees 
and a MA in Leadership, I am interested in 
the communications end of things, but what 
interests me the most is the zoning com-
mittee as I believe so much in preserving a 
neighborhood by making the right decisions 
for what is best for the community. I grew 
up in St. Paul and have lived her almost my 
entire life, so it means a lot to me to preserve 
the beauty and history of the city.

In addition to things I mentioned above, 
I love yoga and exercise, staying in shape 
and being healthy. Cooking with local and 
organic produce  - and now, with a little 
French flair, is so much fun. 

Michael Jurayj 
– Goodrich Ave.
I have called the Summit 
Hill Neighborhood my 
home for the past sixteen 
years along with my wife, 
Marianne and my two 

children, Nicolas and Liliane. We know how 
fortunate we are to be surrounded by such 
wonderful neighbors, a bustling main street; 
complete with restaurants, a local hardware 
store, boutiques, salons, and unique shops, 
all within walking distance, and beautiful 
historical architecture. 

I will serve on the SHA Board not only as 
a neighbor, but as a business owner who 
feels deeply committed to the charm, vitality 
and character of this area. My technology 
consulting has brought me into the homes 
of many SHA neighbors and businesses and 
this has given me a unique perspective on 
the issues that are important to them. When 
I am not at work, you will find me walking 
our dog, Cocoa, hosting a neighborhood 
pizza party, or tinkering with my two old 
cars. I appreciate the opportunity to repre-
sent my neighbors as a board member of the 
Summit Hill Association.

Troy Olson 
– Grand Ave., Renter
I have lived on Grand 
Avenue since 2010. I 
wanted to serve on the 
SHA Board of Directors 
because I care about this 

community a great deal. I moved here for 
law school and commute to Minneapolis to 
attend classes at UST School of Law, but I 
did not think twice about where I wanted to 
live when I moved here.

When I was deployed last year to the Middle 
East with my Army National Guard unit, 
my family was the only thing I missed more 
than life on Grand Avenue. It is a special 
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The 2012 
SHA Board
Ken Bayliss - Grand Hill
Mark Berhow - Fairmount Ave.
Adam Chelseth - Goodrich Ave.
Michele Costello - Goodrich Ave.
McLean Donnelly - Heather Pl.
Lisa Erickson - Osceola Ave.
Don Husband - South Grotto
Safia Lovett - Grand Ave.
Barry Lawson – Summit Ave.
Troy  Melhus – Grand Ave.
Rob Morse - Osceola Ave.
Troy Olson - Grand Ave.
Kate Pearce - Grand Ave.
Mark Peschel - Summit Ave.
Sara Schmidt - Lincoln Ave.
Betty Schweizer - Linwood Ave.
Alan Stage - St. Clair Ave.
Ron Thery - Milton St.
Phillip Wahlberg - Fairmount Ave.
ALT: Andy Rorvig - Lincoln Ave.

SHA News and

• Exterior Wood Doors
• Interior Doors
• Wood Storm Doors

• Aluminum Storm Doors
• Arch Doors
• Wood DH Sash Kits
• Wood Storm Windows

• French Windows
• Wood Rot Specialists
• Stair Systems

Family Owned  
Since 1982

Installation 
Available!

HISTORICAL DOORS, WINDOWS &  
MOULDINGS CUSTOM MADE FOR YOUR  

TURN OF THE CENTURY HOME.

612-721-1111 aamillwork.com

WOOD WINDOWS

EXT. & INT. DOORS

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

AAMillwork_Ad_SummitNews1_12.indd   1 1/11/12   4:57 PM

Stop By and 
Say “Hi!”! 

Your One-Stop Shop for neighbor-
hood info & referral; friendly SHA 
staff are here to help!

Jeff Roy, 
SHA Executive 
Director

Diane Hilden, 
SHA Crime 
Prevention 
Coordinator

Summit Hill community members now 
have an easier opportunity to share 
concerns, questions (even compliments 
will be taken) during the new OPEN 
FORUM period   during the first 10 
minutes of each monthly neighborhood 
meeting at the Linwood Rec Center. 

If you have concerns or questions that 
you would like to bring to the SHA 
Board of Directors’ attention (these are 
your neighbors on the Board!), we look 
forward to seeing you on the 2nd Thurs-
day of each month…except December 
when we don’t meet!

OPEN 
FORUM!

Change to Monthly 
SHA Neighborhood 

Meeting Format 

New SHA Board
Continued from p.1

What Osceola Avenue resident  

won a Wimbledon championship?
Where did Gorby eat his lunch in 1990?

When did John Ayd build his mill?

$15 plus tax 
Summit Hill Association (SHA)

860 St Clair • 651-222-1222

Online sales, www.summithillassociation.org  

and for sale at  
Bibelot, 1082 Grand, or  

Common Good Books, 165 Western Avenue

s HThe Summit Hill Neighborhood’s  

First 200 Years 

a rand history:

Find out in

• 64 pages 
• 150 pictures • countless stories

A Grand History
Written and edited by local volunteers, the book 
details the evolution of the neighborhood. It 
features stories from local families and amazing 
photographs from private collections and the 
Minnesota Historical Society.  The book is 
available online at www.summithillassociation.
org, the SHA office, the Grand Avenue 
Bibelot Shop, Common Good Books and the 
Landmark Center for $15 + sales tax.



2012-13 
SHA

CALENDAR
MEETINGS
& EVENTS

Meetings are held at the Linwood 
Community Center, 860 St. Clair Avenue 
unless noted otherwise.  Dates and time 
may change.  Call SHA at 222-1222 to 
confirm.

Executive Committee: Last Thurs., 7 p.m.
Board of Directors: Second Thurs., 7 p.m.
Pedestrian Safety & Traffic Calming   
   Committee, 3rd Tuesday, 7 p.m. 
For the following committees, please call 
for the meeting time/location:
• Communications & Outreach Committee
• Development Committee
• Environment Committee
• Zoning and Land Use Committee
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NEXT DEADLINE: JAN. 3

Curbside 
Recycling: 
Every Friday, 

recycling must 
be out 

by 7 a.m.

Neighborhood Events

36 CESAR CHAVEZ STREET, ST. PAUL, MN 55107

P: 651-221-9029     F: 651-221-0224

E: concord@usfamily.net

!

DECEMBER
 1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
 6     Nov/Dec Executive Committee
 6     Holiday Green Expo - Linwood
 
JANUARY 2013
  3 Summit newsletter deadline
10 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg - Board
15 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
25 Citywide Honor Roll Awards Night
31     Executive Committee

FEBRUARY
  1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
14 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
19 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
28    Executive Committee

MARCH
  7 Summit newsletter deadline
14 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg - Board
19 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
28    Executive Committee

APRIL
  1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
11 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
16 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
25    Executive Committee
27 Spring Progressive Supper

MAY

Volunteer Spotlight
DIANNE EKHAMEL

By Ken Bayliss

Dianne Ekhamel, a twenty-year 
resident of Grand Avenue, is a 
self-professed adherent of the 
principle of “kaizen”—Japanese for 
“improvement”—in both her profes-
sional and private life. The concept, 
known to her through her job 
at Honeywell, suggests continual 
improvement through analysis and 
change. Ekhamel continually seeks 
small adjustments and improve-
ments through her volunteer work. 
Ekhamel suggests that while par-
ticular changes in what we do may 
not seem earth-shattering, change  
is compounded as more and more 
individuals become involved in 
their community, so that larger improvements then occur.

Ekhamel’s activities include: crime prevention coordinator for her 
building; recycling coordinator; work with a new Summit Hill condo-
minium owners’ group; and work on her condominium association 
board.

She notes that her interest in crime prevention dates back many years. 
As a resident of Grand Place, the six-story high rise located at 745 
Grand Avenue, she has had occasion to see many odd things happen: 
“When I moved to the area there were several unoccupied buildings 
nearby. This seemed to create problems.” 

Through the years she dutifully reported incidents to law enforcement. 
Ekhamel believes that the development of businesses in the area has 
somewhat improved the crime situation. Recently, Ekhamel became a 
crime prevention building leader for her building. In connection with 
this, she was able to arrange a crime safety presentation for building 
residents by SHA association Crime Prevention Coordinator Diane 
Hilden. She also posts crime prevention notices to keep the building 
residents informed of law enforcement concerns in the neighborhood.

Few are as conversant in matters recycling as Ekhamel. She readily 
explains the differences between all the five categories of plastics and 
can share strategies for finding homes for those type 3, type 4, and type 
5 plastics. She shares her concern for recycling with the residents of 
Grand Place and has helped them procure recycling caddies, handy bags 
for organizing recycling materials that have separate compartments for 
papers, plastics, and cans and bottles.

Ekhamel also volunteers by serving on the condominium association 
board. She has recently worked to bring together condominium own-
ers in the Summit Hill area. She observes that with the conversion of 
many large homes into condominiums and the construction of new 
condominium buildings, condominium owners are now a significant 
percentage of Summit Hill residents. Recently she has helped organize 
a meeting of condominium owners in Summit Hill. This nascent group 
hopes to identify common interests of condominium owners in the 
Summit Hill area. Some of these common interests might include find-
ing and purchasing services. 

Step by step, Dianne Ekhamel has worked to improve things for her 
building, her block, and her neighborhood. Her actions represent 
“kaizen” at its best.

Neighbors Came Together for 
Voting, Volunteer Awards, & 

Good Food at Annual 
Celebration and Elections

“Check-In” at the event with Board members 
Safia Lovett and  Adam Chelseth

Local residents Amanda Karls 
and family enjoying the night

GABA Past Presi-
dent Chad Skally 
and current GABA 
Executive Director 
& resident Sue 
Evens providing 
information about 
the association 
and future events 
on Grand.

Environment 
Committee Chair, 
Kate Pearce 
discussing projects 
of the commit-
tee including the 
planned Summit 
Hill Community 
Garden at 
Linwood Park

Volunteer “Thank You” Banner at event
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Let Them 
Cross 

Safely.
Think of the Impact 
You Could Make. 
Stop for Pedestrians. 

It’s the Law!

SHA Website: 
A Good 

Source for 
Neighborhood 

Info
Established in June 2004, the Sum-
mit Hill Association Website at www.
summithillassociation.org has grown 
in its ability to keep you up to date 
on neighborhood and city resources, 
Summit Hill events and opportunities 
for you to participate in the health and 
vitality of your community.  Check 
us out and bookmark the address 
for future reference!  In addition, we 
encourage residents to subscribe to the 
Electronic News List on the home page 
that provide up-to-date announcements 
on late-breaking events, public meetings 
and issues. 

Among others things, the SHA Website 
has links and resource information 
on crime prevention, senior services, 
recycling, neighborhood improvement 
projects, a calendar of events and The 
Summit newsletter.  Links connect 
you to the City of St. Paul, the Grand 
Avenue Business Association and other 
sites of interest to Summit Hill resi-
dents.

If you have suggestions on how we 
can improve the website site or on any 
other neighborhood concern, go to the 
“Contact SHA” link on the home page 
and give us your thoughts! 

www.summithillassociation.org

Happenings in

Grand Hill Gallery
And Picture FRAMING

HOLIDAY  ARTIST’S  SHOWCASE

35 years of experience.  Exceptional designs with outstanding customer service.

Tues-Fri 10am to 6am Sat 10am to 3pm      Sunday, Monday by appointment or by chance
651-227-4783   -   333 Grand Avenue #101  St. Paul, MN 55102 at the Junction of Grand, Ramsey & 35 E

Richard Abraham
     Neil Sherman

Joshua Cunningham
    Mike Rada

and Doug Nielsen

Galla opening Thursday November 29th 6:30-9:30pm, Shown through December 24th

In a joint effort to address growing con-
cerns about pedestrian safety along Grand 
Avenue, the Macalester-Groveland Commu-
nity Council (MGCC) and Grand Avenue 
Business Association (GABA) joined with 
the Summit Hill Association (SHA) in a 
public forum to discuss a plan of action for 
this highly trafficked avenue.  A pedestrian 
fatality at Hamline Avenue and Grand 
Avenue in late August prompted MGCC, 
GABA and SHA to take action and start the 
application process for city funds through 
the St. Paul Capital Improvement Budget 
(CIB) process.

In a joint effort to address growing con-
cerns about pedestrian safety along Grand 
Avenue, the Macalester-Groveland Commu-
nity Council (MGCC) and Grand Avenue 
Business Association (GABA) joined with 
the Summit Hill Association (SHA) in a 
public forum to discuss a plan of action for 
this highly trafficked avenue.  A pedestrian 
fatality at Hamline Avenue and Grand 
Avenue in late August prompted MGCC, 
GABA and SHA to take action and start the 
application process for city funds through 
the St. Paul Capital Improvement Budget 
(CIB) process.  

Local business owners, community represen-
tatives and concerned citizens shared ideas 
with the representatives from the MGCC, 
SHA, GABA and the City of St. Paul.  After 

Looking to Improve Ped 
Safety on Grand Avenue

By Sara Schmidt, SHA Ped Safety & Traffic Calming Committee Co-Chair

New SHA 
Board

Continued from p.2

architecture for the past 16 years.  I would 
use my experience in planning, zoning, and 
my passion for the environment to help 
influence the future of our neighborhood.  
I currently work as a project manager for a 
commercial architectural firm in Highland 
Park, and enjoy both working and living in 
the City of St. Paul.

In my free time I enjoy biking on the many 
on-road and off-road trails and paths in the 
Twin City Metro, renovating/remodeling 
my home, and supporting the local music 
and art communities.  I have spent time 
volunteering in the past at St. Joe’s Hospital 
Emergency Room, assisting in the behind 
the scenes operations of the emergency 
room by helping the nursing staff with trans-
porting patients and visiting with patients to 
help them have a more comfortable experi-
ence while in the hospital.

ALTERNATE: 
Andy Rorvig 
– Lincoln Ave.
Like those famous lyrics, “you can check out 
any time you like, but you can never leave,” 
I moved to Summit Hill on August 1, 2002 
to attend law school at William Mitchell. 
But for a 9-month vacation in Edina, I have 
continuously lived in the neighborhood 
ever since. It is my home. I initially rented 
two places on Goodrich during law school. 
Then, after getting married to my wife, 
whom I met at William Mitchell, we bought 
our first house on the 1100 block of St. 
Clair. Our son Miles was born in 2011, and 
as a result, we bought our current house at 
1171 Lincoln Avenue in order to make room 
for our growing family.

My day job is a lawyer/partner at the Minne-
apolis law firm of Hauer Fargione, P.A. My 
more important night job is as a husband 
and father of one – with another on the way. 
With a young family and small children, 
pedestrian safety is an issue near and dear to 
my heart. One of the greatest features of our 
neighborhood is the joy that comes with tak-
ing a walk to the many parks, shops or just 
sightseeing on Summit Avenue. However, 
as I have discovered the hard way, motor-
ists often times fail to pay any attention to 
designated crosswalks or pedestrians. They 
simply ignore us. They don’t follow black 
letter law requiring they yield to pedestrian 
in the crosswalk. My interest in serving on 
the SHA Board of Directors is to work with 
the existing committee on Pedestrian Safety 
to continue to keep roads safe for motorists 
and pedestrians alike.

hearing various options and learning from 
Elizabeth Stiffler, City Engineer, about the 
feasibility and potential cost of these op-
tions, participants in the meeting came to a 
consensus in favor of a “concrete median” 
along Grand Avenue from Hamline Avenue 
to Lexington Parkway.  The median, similar 
to the one currently seen along Selby Av-
enue (from Lexington Parkway to Victoria 
Avenue), was heavily favored because of its 
anticipated lower cost than a true median, 
ease and appeal to local businesses and its 
perceived ability to slow traffic and provide 
an easier crossing area for pedestrians along 
this stretch of Grand Avenue.  

In the upcoming weeks, St. Paul City 
engineers will be conducting more research 
into the potential project’s feasibility along 
Grand Avenue.  In consideration will be 
pedestrian crossing statistics and traffic 
patterns, as well as the potential cost of the 
project.  MCGG, GABA and SHA hope to 
garner support for the project from residents 
and business along Grand Avenue to better 
their proposal in hopes of being selected 
through the CIB process.  CIB proposals 
are due to the City in January 2013 and 
final project decisions are graded on vari-
ous criteria and will be made sometime in 
[August 2013].  For more information on 
the proposal, please contact Sara Schmidt 
(SHA Board member) at sara.s.schmidt@
hotmail.com. 

And, the walls came 
tumbling down….
next step in the redevelopment of the site of 
the old Wilder Foundation Bush Memorial 
Children’s Home (and earlier, the Visitation 
Catholic School and Convent) into a single-
family residential redevelopment named the 
Crocus New Hill Addition.

The closing of the Wilder Bush Memorial 
Children’s Home at 180 S. Grotto created 
much concern among nearby residents, and 
to some extent in the broader Summit Hill 
neighborhood, since it was unclear at the 
closing as to who would purchase this pri-
vate property and how a new buyer would 
reuse the site.

With several development companies 
showing interested in the property since 
late 2010, the property was finally sold in 
September of this year to Wall Ventures, 
LLC., which has successfully created a resi-

dential development on Western Avenue. 
The Wilder Foundation has indicated that 
the funds from the sale of the property will 
be invested in Wilder Foundation programs 
to support vulnerable children, families and 
older adults in the east metro area. 
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Crime Prevention Connection
ADDRESS YOUR GARAGE
At a recent SPPD Western District crime 
prevention meeting, police yet again urged 
all residents with detached (especially alley 
facing) garages to be sure that their garages 
are identified with their house/street  
numbers.  It helps the police tremendously 
in case of an emergency to be able to 
identify a location accurately and can speed 
up police response time.  Remember that 
open and unlocked garage doors often 
become a serious invitation to burglary 
and theft. Of course unlocked homes and 
vehicles can present the same invitation to 
criminals.   

SEASONAL SAFETY
As the holidays approach keep in mind the 
following safety tips for a safe and worry free 
season:

Money………..It has become more 
lucrative for thieves to steal your identify 
than your money. Keep your checks and 
credit cards secure.  Don’t print your 
driver’s license number on your checks.  
Use only one designated credit card for 
online purchases.  Always check your 
credit card bills for accuracy. NEVER 
leave purses, wallets and/or checks in 
your vehicle even in the trunk.

Gifts…………..Lock holiday purchases in 
the trunk of your vehicle. Any visible bag 
(Including decorative multi-use shopping 
bags) can be enticing to thieves no matter 
what the actual contents. Pick up big 
ticket items at the end of your shopping 
trip. Remove purchases from your vehicle 
immediately after you arrive home. 
Never hide presents in your garage.

Garages…………Lock them! Historically 
half of the burglaries in the Summit Hill 
area are due to an unforced criminal 
entry into garages!  When the snow flies 
it always comes with an increase in snow 
blower thefts from open garages in the 
neighborhood. 

Vehicles………..It takes a thief less than 
30 seconds to break into a vehicle and 
steal!  Never leave valuables (purses, 
computers, portable “GPS” systems, cell 
phones, holiday gifts, etc.) in plain view. 
According to the St Paul Police, over 1 
million dollars in property is stolen each 
year from vehicles in St Paul.

Homes………… Close your drapes or 
shades at home especially if you are 
out of town to conceal your treasured 
valuables. Let your neighbors know you 
will be gone when traveling and plan for 
newspaper, mail and package deliveries.  
Arrange for snow removal during your 
absence. Consider installing several 
timers for indoor and outdoor lighting 
so your home always looks occupied.

Trash & Recycling………..When 
the holidays are over and the trash 
and recycling overflows, take a few 
moments to turn boxes inside out and 
“camouflage” boxes and packaging from 
gifts before hauling them out to the curb 
or alley.  Don’t advertise your new stuff 
to potential thieves.

KEEP SUMMIT HILL WELL LIT!
Outside lighting is a proven  crime 
prevention strategy.  Install a timer (or 
two) on lamps in your home and you will 
double your security efforts now that days 
are shortening. Together these are simple 
and inexpensive solutions that yield both 
increased safety and a welcoming aura 
to your home. Add yet another lighting 
source, alley lighting, and you will help keep 
Summit Hill well lit.  Join with lots of other 
SHA Block & Building Clubs within the 
neighborhood who have already have taken 
advantage of Excel Energy’s relatively low 
cost alley lighting program.

If your alley is not currently lighted, fall 
is a wonderful time to confer with your 
neighbors about alley lighting and contact 
Excel Energy (1-800-960-6235) to install 
Excel’s “Automatic Protective Lighting”, e.g., 
a street lamp on an existing wood pole in 
your alley.

According to Excel Energy, the cost of an 
alley light is roughly $10/month or $120 
per year. Billing can only be to one of the 
alley’s residents. Several SHA Block Clubs 
have already gotten together to discuss 
installing alley lighting and an agreement to 
split the $120 annual fee among themselves. 
Typically one neighbor volunteers to collect 
the money and have the cost included in 
their monthly bill.  It is possible to pre-pay 
the alley lighting annual fee on someone’s 
bill and have credits for the balance 
throughout the annual period of alley 
lighting. Alley lighting = crime prevention & 
community convenience; a great bargain.

Summit Hill Community Building Block 
& Building Clubs 
Crime Prevention Clubs provide a great 
forum to discuss the installation of alley 
lighting (as well as many other important 
community issues). Many Clubs arrange for 
payment during their annual National Night 
Out or other annual Club social event. 

If you are not currently in an Summit Hill 
Crime Prevention and Community Building 
Block or Building Club don’t delay………….
call the SHA Office today!

Diane Hilden
SHA Crime Prevention Coordinator
651-22-1222; 
cpcsummithill@visi.com

the ‘Hill Area JOIN SHA ON FACEBOOK
Find other neighbors and friends;  

search for the Summit Hill Association 
and join the group today!

651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.Lisa Roering  
OWNER/OPERATOR

WELCOMING  YOU AND YOUR CAR SINCE 1986!

651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.

City Approval Given 
to Summit Hill 

Community Garden!  
After the Summit Hill Association Board of 
Directors gave its unanimous approval for 
the Summit Hill Community Garden Plan-
ning Committee last June, and the applica-
tion to the City of St. Paul was submitted 
as the first step in securing portions of 
Linwood Park for the proposed community 
garden – SHA has been excited to hear 
whether the project would be approved as 
designed.  

As of this writing in early November, Kate 
Pearce, SHA Environment Committee chair 
received a call from City Parks’ staff approv-
ing the west side, what the group hopes will 
be the first phase, of the Garden…. we’re all 
excited!

Originally, the Garden was to bracket the 
tennis courts on St Clair Avenue east of 
the Linwood Rec Center (see design inset). 
West of the tennis courts, food crops and 
flowers were to be installed in 2013; while 
east of the courts was to be fruit trees and 
berries installed in 2014. The city did not 
approve the east portion of the garden 
proposal, however, as they are working to 
create guidelines for orchards in community 
gardens.  The group may reapply for orchard 
garden space on the east side of the courts 
once those guidelines have been established.  

The very original garden design elements 
have been revised with the help of perma-
culture specialist Daniel Halsey, whose 
“mandala circle” designs maximize space 
and make for easy keyhole style gardening 
- a shape which features a non-linear look 

that is more natural and pleasing to the eye. 
Another new aspect of the project is to run 
a water line in the boulevard along St. Clair 
Avenue – much cheaper than earlier options 
– and in the process, include creating auxil-
iary water lines to irrigate current boulevard 
trees along the avenue. Community Gardens 
have proven to be assets to neighborhoods 
in building relationships, community build-
ing, and even crime prevention. 

Over 50% of Summit Hill residents are 
renters or homeowners without access to 
garden space.  This community garden will 
provide an opportunity for all residents to 
either rent plots or participate in a “Shared 
Garden Space”.  Half of the SHA commu-
nity garden will be shared space which yields 
the maximum produce for the land and re-
sults in a bounty we are able to share.   This 
creates an opportunity to reach and involve 
elderly, youth from local schools or the Lin-
wood programs, or adults without time to 
commit to a full plot, to join in the garden 
through shares of the Shared Garden Space 
portion.  The garden will provide an easy 
access to land, gardening and fresh food.  In 
addition, we are adding special raised beds 
accessible to handicapped gardeners. Finally, 
the Garden will be 100% organic. 

The Summit Hill Community Garden is a 
project of the SHA Environment Commit-
tee working to make the Garden a valuable 
asset to the neighborhood. Contact the 
SHA Office, 651-222-1222, or summithill@
visi.com if you want to help with the plan-
ning and for more details.
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This is a progressive and dynamic polyculture. The plant niches change over time to 
accomodate the overstory. Tree spread is unlikely to achieve full breadth, due to pruning, until
well established with the other plants.   

#       Name                      Spread        Height        Scienti�c name                             Plant Type
1       Summer Crisp Pear    14           20        Pyrus pyrifolia                               Deciduous Tree
2      Elderberry                   12           12        Sambucus nigra canadensis   Deciduous Shrub
3    Russian Sage           36           60        Perovskia atriplicifolia          Perennial
4    Purple Cone�ower    30           48  Echinacea angustifolia          Perennial
5    White Clover                  18             8        Trifolium repens                        Perennial
6    Bachelor's Button        12         18         Centaurea montana                 Perennial
7    Strawberry                  18          12               Fragaria ananassa                        Perennial
8    Miner's Lettuce            12          12              Claytonia perfoliata                 Annual
9    Quince                         25           25       Cydonia oblonga                           Deciduous Tree
10     Chicory       18    48        Cichorium intybus                        Perennial
11     Comfrey             48               36              Symphytum o�cinale                 Perennial
12     Honey Crisp
13     Alpine Stawberry
14     Wild Indigo
15     Da�odil
l

Irrigation Line

Blu� Edge Line
Fence Line (proposed)

Wood Chipped Paths

 1 inch = 10 feet
Date: October 8, 2012   
Scale:

Project:  Linwood Park Community Garden
Summit Hill Association, 860 St. Clair Avenue               

™
SouthwoodsForest Gardens 
Natural Harvest Design

Designer:
Daniel Halsey            
Halsey Creative Services, Inc.
17766 Langford Blvd, Prior Lake, Mn 55372
612-720-5001,  800-455-9884 © 2010 Daniel Halsey

Designed by Southwoods Forest Gardens, Designer: Daniel Halsey
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The Steamatic Difference:

A Clean You Can Feel  
 

Delivering Solutions® Since 1968

SteamaticTC.com
651.481.4991

   

15% 
 *not valid with any other offers

SCHEDULE TODAY!*

ANY RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICE 



    
























 







































































































































































































































































































District 16

District 16/Summit Hill Association 
and the District Council System

The City of Saint Paul officially established 
a citywide Citizen Participation Process by 
Council Resolution in October 1975.  Sev-
enteen (17) Citizen Participation Districts 
were created.  The Summit Hill Association 
(SHA) was already established in 1967, but 
with the formation of the Districts Council 
system, SHA also became the District 16 
Planning Council. Current district popula-
tions citywide range from 4,300 to 27,000.  
Each District had its own neighborhood 
councils, which is an established 501.C3 
nonprofit corporation.  District Council 
members volunteer their time, and the aver-
age size of a Council Board is fifteen (15).

District Councils are nonprofit neighbor-
hood resources for 
•	 Civic Engagement
•	 Crime Prevention Block and Building 

Clubs
•	 Recycling and Annual Clean-Ups
•	 Development and Zoning Issues
•	 Community Planning
•	 Navigating City Processes

District Councils, like SHA, plan and advise 
the City on the physical, economic, and 
social development of their area, as well as 
on citywide issues.  In addition, Councils 
identify neighborhood needs, initiate com-
munity programs, and recruit volunteers.  

Citizen Participation District Councils are 
a vital part of the city’s communication 
network.  Each neighborhood office serves 
as an information and referral resource.  
District Councils inform residents through 
community newspapers, neighborhood 
newsletters, flyers, and community events.  

The Saint Paul City Council adopted the 
following policy statement in 1975: “Citizen 
Participation is a process, not a structure.  
The City has a responsibility to develop a 
process that will ensure that everyone has 
the opportunity to communicate with city 
government, and further, that everyone is 
assured that they will be heard.” 

SHA Environment Committee teamed up 
with the City of St. Paul and Eureka Recy-
cling to host a ‘town hall forum’ focused 
on the future of recycling, composting and 
waste reduction in St. Paul.  Attendees of 
the October 25th forum were eager for a 
chance to discuss ideas, learn more about 
existing programs and offer input.  

City and 
Eureka 

Team Up 
for Town 

Hall Forum
By Kate Pearce

Over 200 people are “friends” with the Summit Hill 
Association. Shouldn’t you be too?  You can get up-to-the-
minute news, and find other neighbors and friends. Just search 
for Summit Hill Association and join the group today!

You can never have 
too many friends

Some of the questions that City officials 
asked of the attendees were: 
• “What composting method(s) are you  
 most likely to use?” 
• “Do you know all of the acceptable items  
 in the Saint Paul recycling program?”  
• “If any, what materials do you not recycle  
 and what are the barriers to recycling  
 those you mention?”
• “Are there changes to the recycling 
 program you would like to see 
 implemented?”  

The City will continue this type of commu-
nity outreach in other neighborhoods in St. 
Paul over the next several months.  If you 
are interested in contributing your recycling 
& waste reduction ideas around these 
questions & issues, please send messages to 
Ms. Kris Hageman. St. Paul Environmental 
Coordinator, Dept. of Public Works: kris.
hageman@ci.stpaul.mn.us or phone at 651-
266-8866.   The SHA Environment Com-
mittee plans to schedule another workshop 
soon focused on waste reduction and the 
“zero waste” concept.  

2012 Advent Program

• Sun., Dec. 2nd - Silent Auction 
 Commences
• Thurs., Dec. 6th - Compline starting at  
 7:00 pm in the Choir Stalls
• Sat., Dec. 8th - Christmas Party starting at  
 5:30 pm in the Gym
• Tues., Dec. 11th - Hanging the Greens  
 starting at 6:00 pm 
• Thurs., Dec, 13th - Compline starting at  
 7:00 pm in the Choir Stalls

Check Out These Local Events
• Sun., Dec. 16th - Christmas Pageant at  
 the 10:00 am service
• Sun., Dec. 16th - Lessons and Carols 
 starting at 4:00 pm in the Church
• Thurs., Dec. 20th - Compline starting at  
 7:00 pm in the Choir Stalls
• Mon., Dec. 24th - Festival Services 
 starting at 4:00 & 10:00 pm
• Tues., Dec. 25th - Christmas Day Service  
 starting at 10:00 am in the Church

For more information call 651-228-1172.

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
- 900 Summit Avenue
Open & Affirming. All are welcome here!

Christmas Solstice Service
Friday, December 21st  7:00pm
On the eve of winter solstice, the longest 
night of the year, 
join in quiet candlelight and carols.  A 
service offering comfort and hope.

Opera On a Schtick
Sunday, December 30th  4:00pm
Some of the Finest Voices in the Twin Cit-
ies performing a Tongue-in-Cheek Recital!  
Festive beverages with Cheese and Crackers! 
(Visit website for ticket sale information.)

Visit us at: www.SPUCConSummit.org 
Contact us at: spoffice@comcast.net or 
651-224-5809.

St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church - 60 Kent Street
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Need a Blue Bin?
Blue recycling bins have been a symbol of 
Saint Paul’s recycling program for over 15 
years. The city of Saint Paul provides blue 
bins for curbside recycling at no charge to 
Saint Paul residents.

Note - Summit Hill Residents: 
Bins can only be picked up at the SHA Office in 
the Linwood Community Center, 860 St. Clair Ave.  
Please call ahead at 222-1222 to request what you 
need and to find out SHA office hours. 

In response to the long-time need for greater 
public and commercial recycling along 
Grand Avenue, the Summit Hill Associa-
tion (SHA), the Grand Avenue Business 
Association, and the Macalester Groveland 
Community Council first met in late 2009 
to form a collaborative group named For 
Recycling on Grand (F.R.O.G.) comprised 
of representatives from all three groups and 
other public/private entities.  Currently the 
group includes staff from Ramsey County 
and the City of St. Paul. This group was 
formed out of passion and motivation to 
increase recycling, reduce waste and educate 
businesses owners, residents and visitors of 
Grand Avenue. 

In addition to the focus on increased 
recycling by the general public, FROG set to 
work in partnership with Minnesota Waste 
Wise, a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization 
that delivers strategic environmental consult-
ing services to help businesses save money by 
reducing waste, recycling more, and conserv-
ing resources. As part of the 2012 FROG 
Work Plan, Waste Wise has been contact-
ing businesses in two targeted pilot areas 
on Grand Avenue – one on West Grand 
and the other on East Grand.  Waste Wise 
offers free evaluations of a business’ existing 
waste and recycling systems in an effort to 
help businesses save money by wasting less 
and recycling more.  The information that 
is gathered by Waste Wise will help FROG 
continue to work with businesses to decrease 
waste and increase recycling efforts along the 
rest of Grand Avenue.  

One of many success stories is the 
following: 
Tom Johnson, from A. Johnson & Sons 
Florist, scheduled a basic site visit when 
Minnesota Waste Wise staff. At that time, 
A. Johnson & Sons had a recycling program 
for cardboard and employees were taking 
some plastic, glass, and metal containers 

home with them to recycle. However, there 
were no convenient options to recycle the 
largest part of the business’s waste stream—
organic materials made up of stems, cut-
tings, and pieces of plants and flowers sold 
at the store. 
 
Waste Wise evaluated A. Johnson & Sons’ 
facility and current systems in order to 
determine the best way to establish an 
organics recycling program and identify 
other opportunities to get materials out of 
the dumpster. Because all of the organic 
materials produced at the business could be 
classified as yard waste, Waste Wise recom-
mended contacting their current hauler to 
see if the materials could be included in 
their residential yard waste pick-up program. 
In addition, Waste Wise recommended 
switching their cardboard dumpster to a 
single-stream dumpster that could accept 
cardboard, paper, and mixed containers 
together. To complement these changes, 
Waste Wise recommended adding signage 
and training staff in new procedures.
 
Within a week of receiving their recommen-
dations, A. Johnson & Sons worked with 
their hauler to establish the first commercial 
yard waste pickup that the company had 
ever contracted. In addition, they switched 
their cardboard dumpster to single stream, 
enabling them to divert all paper, along 
with metal, plastic, and glass containers 
from their dumpster. Their hauler helped 
A. Johnson & Sons to reduce pick-ups from 
their trash dumpster, which decreased those 
bills and the associated taxes. While there 
were costs associated with establishing the 
additional recycling options, A. Johnson 
& Sons is still saving about $600 on their 
waste bills and recycling around 22,300 
pounds of organic materials per year. Ac-
cording to business owner Tom Johnson, 
the changes have already been beneficial: 
“We are actually seeing a savings in our 
billing as trash is taxed 70% and compost 
is not taxed. Thank you for your help in 
coming up with these ideas. Everyone here 
is excited for this change.”
 
If you are a Grand Avenue business inter-
ested in working with Minnesota Waste 
Wise and receiving a free site visit, please 
contact Jenna Bowman at 651-251-0102 or 
jenna@grandave.com.  
 
(Portions of this article were re-printed, with 
permission, from a Waste Wise report) 

F.R.O.G. – For Recycling on 
Grand…A Leap Forward!

Green Holiday Expo 
December 6th

By Ann Nerland – Environment Committee member

Did you know that Americans create about one 
million pounds of additional trash every week 
during the holiday season?   

Join the SHA Environment Committee for a 
Green Holiday Expo on Thursday, Dec. 6, from 
6:00 to 8:30 p.m. at Linwood Rec Center.  

Open house style, stop by for hot cocoa and 
connect with local resource organizations such 
as Eureka Recycling for tips and ideas to keep 
your holidays green.  

Like…how to recycle your tree, alternative gift and wrapping ideas, green lighting solutions, 
tips for avoiding food waste, and more.  We also hope to have local artisans selling gifts and 
will even help your kids make recyclable wrapping paper while you browse.   Bring your own 
mug for hot chocolate! 

The Free Market – A 
Way to Clean House

Do you have things you’d like to give away?  
Are you looking for free stuff for your home 
and garden? The Free Market may be just 
what you’re looking for.

The Free Market, a web-based exchange 
site of Eureka Recycling, connects people 
wanting to give away or get reusable items 
for free.  If you have or want to find reusable 
items such as appliances, children’s toys, 
electronics, furniture, home renovation 
materials, law and garden equipment, musi-
cal instruments, pet supplies, recreational 
and exercise equipment and many other 
categories …you can contact the Free Market 

by going online at http://www.twincities-
freemarket.org or call Eureka Recycling at 
222-7678. Once on the website, you can list 
your items or review the list of free items 
available. What could be easier? Reduce 
waste, protect the environment, help others 
and save money.   

Items must be in good condition or in need 
of a little repair. Some items will take a few 
weeks or more to be exchanged. The person 
who wants an item will directly contact 
the person giving the item away to make 
arrangements for pick-up.  The Free Market 
does not store or transport items.



Linwood Rec Center News

860 St. Clair Ave. • (651) 298-5660 
BUILDING HOURS:
Monday  7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Tuesday  6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Wednesday 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Thursday 6 a.m. –  9 p.m.
Friday  7 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Saturday       9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

LINWOOD BOOSTER CLUB! 
The Linwood Booster Club helps to make 
Linwood Recreation Center a nice and 
enjoyable place for you and your family. 
The Booster Club has sponsored many 
events throughout the year and helped make 
Linwood a relaxing and beautiful facility for 
you and your family. Booster registrations 
are available at Linwood Recreation Center. 
Join the club, become a member today.
    
YOUTH AND ADULT DANCE CLASSES
Instructor: Amy Lee
Call  Linwood Community Center for 
specific class information.

KARATE: SOO BAHK DO KARATE
Instructor: Mike Kelly 651-690-1489 email: 
mike@kellyrenewals.com
From ages 6 to adults this is a traditional 
martial art emphasizing discipline, concen-
tration self-confidence, personal develop-
ment, self-defense, conditioning and more. 
Learn from and internationally ranked 
certified master instructor with 20+ years 
of experience. Introductory and family dis-
counts are available. For more information 
call or e-mail Mike Kelly.

Introductory Classes for New Students
Saturdays  On-going
9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m. Fee: $ 70.00 
Ages: 6 & up  8 sessions

White/Orange Belt Level 
Saturdays On-going 
10:00 a.m. - 10:55 a.m.
Tuesdays On-going 
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.  Fee: $45/Month  
Ages: 6 & up

Green/Red Belt Level 
Saturdays On-going 
11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.
Tuesdays On-going 
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
Fee: $45/Month  Ages: 6 & up

Adults Classes
Saturdays On-going 
12:00 p.m. – 12:55 p.m.
Tuesdays On-going 
6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m. Fee: $45/Month

RECREATION FOR PRESCHOOLERS 
(RPS) AT LINWOOD
Recreation for Preschoolers (RPS) is a 
preschool recreation program for children 
ages 2-4 years old.  Starting Jan. 1, 2013, 
Linwood will be taking names for our fall 
2013 classes.

Fall classes include:
Busy Bees:       (Ages 3-4)   Mon./Wed./Fri. 
from 9:15-11:30 a.m.  $120 /month
Muddy Ducks:  (Ages 3-4)  Mon./Wed./Fri. 
from 12-2:15 p.m.       $120/month
Fire Flies:         (Age 2 yrs.) Tue../Thur. 9-11 
a.m.                            $100/month
Fire Flies:         (Age 2 yrs.) Tue./Thur. 11:30 
a.m.-1:30 p.m.           $100/ month

Daily activities include:  free time, academic 
discovery areas, creative art area, circle time, 
snack and large motor movement time 
inside our gym and outdoor playground.  
Children do not have to be potty-trained 
and snack is provided.

To register your child please call Linwood 
Recreation Center at 651-298-5660 or stop 
in during regular business hours.

PARENT & TOT PLAY TIME
Parent & tot play time is a fee drop-in activ-
ity at Linwood on Thursdays from 9:30-
11:30 a.m. and 3-5 p.m.  We have an ample 
amount of toys and balls for the youngsters 
to play with.

ADULT/SENIOR FITNESS & WELLNESS 
CLASSES AT LINWOOD
Our certified instructors at Linwood offer 
a variety of fitness and wellness classes to 
accommodate all levels of participants in 
fun atmosphere. All classes are $5/session.  
Discounted punch cards are available for 
purchase.  A 20 Fitness Punch Card is $80, 
and a 12 Fitness Punch Card is $54. Punch 
cards do not expire and may be used for any 
Linwood aerobics class.  Punch cards may 
not be used for the Exercise/Weight room.  

Early Bird Cardio Workout
Instructor: Cliff Swyningan

Tuesday/Thursday 6:00 a.m. 
Pilates Based Exercise
Instructor: Cliff Swynigan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 p.m. 

Complete Fitness Challenge
Instructor: Colleen Tusa
Tuesday  10:30 a.m.
Friday  9:30 a.m. 
Saturday  9:00 am. 

Forever Fit
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Monday  9:15 a.m.

55 Plus Fitness
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Tuesday/Thursday 9:15 a.m. 

Yoga
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Wednesday 9:15 a.m. & 7:45 p.m. 
Friday  12:00 p.m. & 1:15 p.m.

FITNESS/WEIGHT ROOM
Linwood Rec. Center 651-298-5660

This room consists of 7 nautilus Cybex 
machines, two treadmills, two stair climbers, 
and two exercise bicycles plus one elliptical 
machine for cardiovascular training. Locker 
rooms are available for members. To use the 
equipment, you may pay daily fee of $3 or 
purchase a Twelve month/Annual member-
ship.

Memberships:
Daily   $3.00
Single Adult   $30.00
Non –St Paul Residents  $60.00

Linwood staff: John Solberg, Dave Danielson/Recreation Director, John Quesada, Janet Hartmann and Crystal Graham, Debbie Fulford and Bryan Rasmussen (not shown)
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Restoring Your Home?     Clip This Ad!

NORTHWEST
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

Lights Rewired & Restored • Hardware Cleaned, Polished & Lacquered

We have lots of…
Vintage Lights; chandeliers, sconces, school globes, original & 
reproduction glass shades.

House Hardware; brass & glass doorknobs, door plates, window
catches, hinges, locks, antiqued furniture hardware, etc.

Large Items in our Garages; clawfoot tubs, radiators, wood trim
and all types of interior & exterior doors.

981 Selby Avenue • 651-644-9270 or 651-227-0382
Open weekdays 12 to 6 pm, (Wed 12 to 4 pm), Saturdays 11 to 4 pm

A bank where you earn  
genuine interest. 

BankCherokee, a family-owned community bank since 1908.  
See us for exceptional service. 

Member FDIC bankcherokee.com        651.227.7071 

WINTER SPORTS REGISTRATION - 
YOUTH  BASKETBALL
October 8th-19th
•	Late registration will be accepted if 

roster space is available 
•	Non-St. Paul residents may register if 

they attend school in St. Paul
•	A copy of the youth’s birth certified 

must be on file at the recreation center
     

Volunteer Coaches
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offers 
a variety of coaching opportunities in 
youth athletics. As a volunteer coach you 
can help develop young athletes, provide 
leadership, promote good sportsmanship 
and be a positive role model. If you have 
experience or are willing to learn coaching 
fundamentals, we can give you the necessary 
skills and tools. All coaches will be trained 
through Saint Paul’s coaching certification 
program. All coaches are required to 
consent to a background check. The average 
time commitment is 2-3 hours per week 
for approximately 8 weeks. Please contact 
Linwood for more info!
  
Linwood staff: Dave Danielson/Recreation 
Director, John Quesada, John Solberg, Janet 
Hartmann, Crystal Graham, Debbie Fulford and 
Bryan Rasmussen

If you haven’t yet received you own free Summit Hill 
Neighborhood Welcome Booklet with all sorts of 
helpful information on Summit Hill Neighborhood 
Projects, Events, Meetings, Recycling, Crime 
Prevention Block and Building Clubs Organizing, 
maps and useful local and governmental phone 
numbers …you can get yours by calling and dropping 
by the SHA office in the Linwood Rec. Center, 
860 St. Clair Ave. Call either Jeff or Diane at 
651-222-1222 for hours.

Welcome
to the

SUMMIT HILL 

NEIGHBORHOOD

Summit Hill Association

Linwood Community Center

860 St. Clair Avenue

summithill@visi.com

www.summithillassociation.org

651-222-1222

Get Your Copy of the 
SHA Welcome Booklet!
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View from the Avenue
Gabbing on Grand

News from the Grand Avenue 
Business Association

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS:
Bombshell on Grand 

By Julie Wilbert

Bombshell, the women’s fashion boutique 
at 794 Grand Avenue, is more than your 
average boutique. But that’s because in 
a world of clothing boutiques that carry 
sizes-too-small, the sizes at Bombshell are 
exactly what most consumers wear: the 
true average.

Bombshell specializes in “designer plus” 
sizes, according to independent owner 
Denise Alden - sizes that are hard to find 
in the average women’s clothing boutique.

“Half of us wear size 14 and greater, 
but it doesn’t seem like the clothing 
market offers that many clothes in that 
sizing range—especially when it comes 
to boutique clothing,” Alden said. “It is 
practically non-existent.” 

Bombshell is one of 10 boutiques in the 
country that caters to plus sizes, which by 
industry standards are sizes 14 to 24.

Alden was a healthcare provider before 
opening Bombshell in 2010. As a 
consumer, she experienced not being 
able to shop in her own size along Grand 
Avenue’s destination shopping district—
that’s when her business planning began.

At Bombshell, specialty items are what 
you’ll find. And by specialty items, she 
doesn’t mean accessories. According to 
Alden, accessories are an easy way out 
when it comes to the daunting task of 
trying on jeans or other items. 

“What’s easier, buying a purse or trying 
on a pair of jeans that fit?” she asked.

But at Bombshell, plus size jeans in a 
variety of cuts—such as designer NYDJ 
(Not Your Daughter’s Jeans), make it 
easier. “Ninety-five percent of customers 
who try these jeans find a cut they like.”

Other designer lines available at 
Bombshell include what Alden refers to 
as the very “ladylike” Canadian brand, 
Lundstrom and Elena Miro, an exclusive 
Italian line, which runs between $200 
and $400. Bombshell is the only plus 
size boutique in the country to carry this 
particular designer.

Each spring for the last two years, Alden 
has hosted a fashion luncheon at St. Paul’s 
W.A. Frost. Customers gather for a cozy 
and intimate lunch while actual costumers 
model the latest trends. And while Alden 
is already envisioning the runway for her 
spring luncheon, she’s also busy preparing 
a guest lecture for a senior design seminar 
at St. Catherine’s University. She plans to 
discuss the importance of designing plus 
sizes.

“We’re always talking about styling here,” 
she said. “Life is short, dress for it.”

For store hours and information, go to: 
www.bomb-shell-boutique.com

Top 6 reasons to do your holiday 
shopping and dining locally on Grand 
Avenue…
6... Avoid the crowded halls and escalators 
of the malls. Instead, bundle up and get 
some fresh air while you stroll from store to 
store, window shopping or stopping for a 
latte or hot chocolate to warm your hands 
along the way.

5... There’s someone on your list who 
doesn’t seem to need more stuff. Gift cards 
are available at practically all Grand Ave 
businesses including unique restaurants 
and bars, luxurious spas and salons, fitness 
centers, and performance spaces, all in your 
neighborhood.

4... Give back to the Grand Ave business 
owners who do so much for the community! 
Events like Grand Meander, Grand Old 
Day, Paws on Grand, and Boo Bash would 
be pretty dull if not for the business owners 
on Grand Ave who sponsor many of the 
FREE activities for participants. Shopping 
on Grand is a simple (and easy!) way to show 
your gratitude if you enjoy these annual 
Grand Ave events.

3... It’s so close! There’s no need to get in 
your car and endure ice, snow, and traffic 
when there’s a huge variety of stores, restau-
rants, salons, spas, and cafes virtually in your 
backyard. 

2... Customer service is better. Local busi-
ness owners and their employees often have 
more specific expertise for their products 

and services. Plus, local business (especially 
small local business) runs on building and 
maintaining personal relationships with 
customers.

1... Buying locally adds an extra element 
of thoughtfulness to your gift. When you 
spend your money at locally-owned busi-
nesses, more stays in the community because 
Grand Ave businesses often purchase from 
other businesses on the Avenue and hire 
residents of the neighborhood. When you 
give a gift that you bought locally, you’re giv-
ing to your entire community!

Bombshell:
794 
Grand 
Avenue

Support Local Business
FOR A STRONG AND STABLE COMMUNITY!

* Income Tax Preparation * 

* Apartment rentals * 

* Family day care * 

s k a l l y s . c o m

 
THE FINEST IN WINE BEER AND SPIRITS

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

918 GRAND AVENUE 651-227-7039   •   FAX 651-228-0266
ST. PAUL WWW.1STGRANDAVELIQUORS.COM

1st GRAND AVE. LIQUOR, INC.

20% OFF your next purchase 
of non-sale Vintage Wine

Coupon must be presented                                    Exp 01/01/051/31/13



Your Crocus Hill Expert
Since 1978

225-3903
Edina Realty

OPENING THE DOOR 
TO HOME

In town or around town,
working to serve you best

Jane Austin McGrath
651-282-9625

How to Hire  
a Trashcan

aspen trashcans have impressive resumés: 
clean, green, locally owned

Choose Aspen. The clean, green way. 
Call: 612-884-8008 | Check: aspenwaste.com 

Call for 
new customer 

offer!
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Advertiser: 
ASPEN WASTE SYSTEMS
2951 WEEKS AVE SE
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55414
612-884-8008  |  Contact Jeff Storey 
jstorey@aspenwaste.com

Art & Production
KJE Design llc

Contact: Karen Engelbretson
6777 Keats Ave N
Stillwater, MN 55082
651.602.9440  |  karen@kje.com

SHA

Tailoring & Alterations 
for Men & Women

Relining, Restyling 
& Reweaving

� � � � �

Hems, Zippers, Sleeves

� � � � �

Experienced in Leather & Furs

Hours:
Mon. – Fri., 9-6; Sat., 9-4

Tom’s Tailors
672 Grand Avenue

651-222-5953


