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Summit Hill Neighborhood Garage Sale – May 7
Pick up your supply of flyers and posters 
at the SHA office after 12 NOON on 
Thursday, May 5th. Official SHA Garage 
Sale flyers/ navigation maps - that list the 
locations of sales, highlighting sales’ items 
and multi-family sales -will be available 
online at summithillassociation.org, and 
at the information table outside the SHA 
office in the Linwood Community Center 
starting Thursday, April 30th - as supplies 
last. For more information about the 
garage sale and/or neighborhood clean-up, 
call SHA at 222-1222. 

You must return the bottom portion 
of this page  with your $20 check 
payable to the Summit Hill Associa-
tion (SHA) by Friday, April 22nd to 
be included in this neighborhood-
wide sale.

SHA Garage Sale Participation Form
Return this form with $20 check by Friday, April 22nd to:  

Summit Hill Association, Linwood Community Center, 
860 St. Clair Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55105

Name ___________________________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________________________
(Needed to confirm registration; call 651-222-1222, if you don’t have email)

Phone___________________________________________________________

Address of Sale ___________________________________________________

Please give your closest cross street (s) __________________________________

Multi-Family Sale? ________  
Sale Site:   Rear Garage?____       Front Yard?________

ITEMS AT YOUR SALE
 

____maternity clothing
____children’s clothing
____baby clothes & items
____TOYS
____women’s clothing   
____men’s clothing  
____household misc.
____ELECTRONICS  
____appliances
____garden/yard equip.  
____furniture (types___________________)
____antiques  
____collectibles  (types_________________) 

List any special or unique Items for possible items 
that you would like listed in the SHA sales listing! 
(_____________________________________)

Citywide Clean Up Events 
Spring is in the air! How are you doing on 
your Spring cleaning? Every year, the city of 
St. Paul makes it a little easier for us to dis-
card stuff that we have outgrown use for in 
a convenient and environmentally safe way. 
The city does this through organizing and 
funding citywide clean up events. Clean up 
events are large events that can accommo-
date a day of collecting and recycling items 
large and small, that we are usually not able 
to dispose of in our regular trash collection 
bins. These include items such as furniture, 
electronics, appliances, clothes, and even 
construction debris. 

The city has been offering this service for 
a good number of years now. Generally, 
fees usually run from about $10 to $30 for 
a vehicle load of refusal.  As the years have 
progressed, the city tweaks the services to 
provide the best cost effective and conve-
nient services. As in the past few years, the 
events will be citywide, and residents of 
St. Paul may choose to participate in any 
cleanup event that is most convenient for 
them. This year, a decision has been made 
to reduce the number of large clean up 

events from six to four. As in past years, 
Lead Organizations for the four Citywide 
Clean Up events in 2016 have been set. 

Electronics Recycling Update
Best Buy no longer accepts CRTs (TVs 
and monitors) for free.  Tech Dump is a 
recycling option but they also charge a 
small fee. 

In an effort to help ease this burden on top 
of the reduced number of larger clean up 
events, the city is looking into organizing 
E-waste only events in at least two neighbor-
hoods. These will once again be open to all 
residents of St. Paul. The locations of these 
events will be announced as soon as the 
plans are finalized. We will keep you posted. 

June 11, 2016 
Washington Technical High School
Lead Organization – District 6

June 25, 2016 
Harding High School
Lead Organization – District 1

September 24, 2016 
Shepard Road
Lead Organization – District 15

October 8, 2016 
Minnesota State Fair Grounds
Lead Organization – District 10

This year’s collection dates and 
sites are as follows: 
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SHA News and

Serving the Summit Hill Neighborhood 
since 1947

982 Grand Ave
Saint Paul, MN 55105

651-228-1316

LloydsAutomotive.net

The 2016 SHA Board
Bridget Allan Ales, Linwood Avenue
Lori Brostrom, Summit Avenue
Perry de Stefano, St. Clair Avenue
Sue Evens, Milton Street
JoAnn Hawking, Women’s Advocates
Nicholas Hooper, Summit Avenue
Hayden Howland, Victoria Street S
Gary Huffman, GABA
Don Husband, Grotto S
Andrew Gesell, Bank Cherokee
Amanda Karls, Lincoln Ave
Pat McMorrow, Fairmount Ave
Rob Morse, Osceola Avenue
Shannon O’Toole, Avon Street S
Jason Parr, Grand Avenue
Mark Peschel, Summit Avenue
Peter Rhoades, Milton Street
Andy Rorvig, Lincoln Avenue
Sophie Rupp, University Club
Philip Wahlberg, Fairmount Avenue
Cathie Wilson, Lexington Parkway

Stop by and say “Hi”! 
Your One-Stop Shop for 

neighborhood info and referral; 
friendly SHA staff are here to help!

Nelima Sitati, 
SHA

Executive
Director

Theresa Nix, 
Community Organizer/

Crime Prevention 
Coordinator

How to contact the 
Summit Hill Association

Please note, our email addresses have 
changed effective immediately. 
General SHA office via email:

info@summithillassociation.org
Nelima Sitati - 

Nelima@summithillassociation.org
Theresa Nix - 

Theresa@summithillassociation.org
The phone number remains the same at

651-222-1222.

Need 
a Blue 
Bin?

Blue recycling bins have been a symbol 
of St. Paul’s recycling program for more 
than 15 years. The City of St. Paul pro-
vides blue bins for curbside recycling at 
no charge to St. Paul residents.

Note - Summit Hill Residents: Bins can 
only be picked up at the SHA Office 
in the Linwood Community Center, 860 
St. Clair Ave.  Please call ahead at 
651-222-1222 to request what you need 
and to find out SHA office hours. 

The City of St. Paul Seeks Your Input 
on Organized Trash Collection

The Saint Paul City Council has directed 
the Department of Public Works to begin 
gathering information on Organized Trash 
Collection. This includes collecting infor-
mation from haulers, experts, studies and 
residents. 

As a part of this effort, the Council recently 
introduced a resolution that directs public 
works to solicit input from the city’s resi-
dents regarding priorities for transitioning 
to an organized system. The City Council is 
looking for feedback from residents to help 
set priorities for thinking about an orga-
nized system. 

Currently, Saint Paul has an open system 
of trash collection resulting in the need 
for individuals to contract with their own 
hauler. This results in many haulers servic-
ing each neighborhood across the city. In 
an organized system, one or multiple trash 
haulers are authorized to collect trash from 
a specific service area. 

The Council has stated their intention to 
maintain opportunities for small, local, 
minority and women owned garbage haulers 
and to support living wage jobs as it consid-
ers a transition to an organized system.

The city is gathering information in 
the following ways:  
1. Organized Trash Collection Survey
Residents have until April 10, 2016 to 
complete a survey online at Open Saint 
Paul - www.stpaul.gov/open. The city hopes 
to find out what your priorities are when 
it comes to garbage collection.  This same 
information will also be solicited from resi-
dents and community meetings, events and 
focus groups during the months of March 
and April.

2. #ShareYourBillStP
Residents are also asked to share their bills 
with the city in an effort to better under-
stand what residents are currently paying for 
their trash service. Residents can and should 
cross out their name and the last 2 numbers 
of their street address and send their bill to 
public works via one of several methods:
•	 Mail:  Public Works, 1500 City Hall An-

nex, 25 W. 4th Street, Saint Paul, MN, 
55102  

•	 E-mail: allinprogram@ci.stpaul.mn.us
•	 Facebook:  Post a status with a picture 

of your bill and the hashtag #ShareYour-
BillStP

•	 Twitter:  By tweeting to or a direct 
message with a picture of your bill to @
cityofsaintpaul, or utilizing the hashtag 
#ShareYourBillStP

The information collected through these ef-
forts will help the City Council understand 
residents’ current expectations and priorities 
around trash collection.  It is anticipated 
that the collected information will be 
presented to the city council at a meeting in 
May, 2016.

FAQ
Why is the City Council taking this step now?
The city is responding to the interests and 
concerns about solid waste issues that have 
been expressed by our residents.  A Wilder 
Research study commissioned by the City of 
Saint Paul, Recycle it Forward: A Compre-
hensive Assessment of Recycling and Waste 
Management (2013) and the recent study 
Taking Out the Trash: An Investigation into 
Trash Collection in St. Paul (2015) complet-
ed by the Macalester Groveland Community 
Council have indicated that residents are 
looking for the benefits that an organized 
trash collection system can provide.

Organized trash collection can be an 
important part of an integrated solid waste 
management system.  It may make sense to 
take advantage of the benefits of an orga-
nized collection system at the same time we 
are transforming the other elements of our 
waste management system.

What are the potential benefits of an organized 
trash collection system?
There are several important benefits of an 
organized trash collection system:
•	 Provides consistent, quality customer 

service.
•	 Likely reduces fees for a majority of 

residents.
•	 Provides stable and uniform rates for resi-

dents – eliminates the need for residents 
to research and negotiate their own fees.

•	Reduces the amount of garbage trucks 
servicing and driving through neighbor-
hoods.

•	Reduces noise, pollution and traffic.
•	Reduces wear and tear on city streets and 

alleys.
•	 Improves options for convenient and 

proper disposal of bulky items such as 
appliances, mattresses and tires—this can 
lead to a reduction in illegal dumping 
and associated city costs.

•	 Increases alley safety.
•	 Improves accessibility and understanding 

of the system for new residents and non-
English speakers. 

•	May provide financial incentives to resi-
dents to recycle more and divert organics 
from the waste stream.  

What does this mean for my current trash hauler?

The City Council has placed a priority on 
maintaining opportunities for small, lo-
cal, minority and women owned haulers.  
There are several different models that 
could be utilized to organize trash hauling 
in the City. 

•	Consortium – existing licensed haulers 
work together to propose a new system 
that meets the city’s needs and priorities.

•	City-wide competitive bidding – the city 
releases an RFP for trash collection and 
individual haulers are allowed to bid.

•	 Zoning Grid – the city is divided into 
several districts and haulers could bid 
competitively on each zone.

How can I stay informed about the process?
Once the City Council has initiated the for-
mal process, information will be posted on 
the organized trash collection web page at 
www.stpaul.gov/organized-trash-collection. 
What resources are currently being used to 
inform and guide the process?

The city is utilizing the Mac Groveland Or-
ganized Trash Study and the Wilder Founda-
tion Study, resident comments and industry 
input. These resources can be found at www.
stpaul.gov/organized-trash-collection. 

Where can I provide my input?
Take the survey at www.stpaul.gov/open to 
tell us your priorities for trash collection. 

Calling 
All Renters!

The Summit Hill Association strives to 
reach as many Summit Hill renter neigh-
bors as possible - in addition of course to 
home owners, condo residents and busi-
ness neighbors. We want more renters to 
be aware of SHA, our programming, vol-
unteer opportunities and how to become 
more involved in the leadership of SHA 
on the Board and on Committees! 

We want to hear from you.  Give us a 
call at 222-1222 or connect by email at 
summithill@visi.com, on our website at 
www.summithillassociation.org or our 
Facebook page - Summit Hill Associa-
tion. Our goal is to keep the entire com-
munity informed and safe. 



651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.Lisa Roering  
OWNER/OPERATOR

WELCOMING  YOU AND YOUR CAR SINCE 1986!

651-221-0919 • 90 Dale St N.

2016 SHA
CALENDAR

MEETINGS & EVENTS
Meetings are held in the Linwood Com-
munity Center, 860 St. Clair Avenue unless 
noted otherwise.  Dates and time may 
change.  Call SHA at 222-1222 to confirm.
•	Board	of	Directors	-	second	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Executive	Committee	-	last	Thurs,	7	p.m.
•	Communications/Outreach	Committee		
	 -	3rd	Tuesday,	7	p.m.
•	Pedestrian	Safety/Traffic	Calming	
	 Committee	-	4th	Tuesday,	7	p.m.
For the following Committees, please call for 
meeting time/location:
•	Environment	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Development	Committee	–	as	needed
•	Zoning	and	Land	Use	Committee	–	as		
 needed.
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Next Newsletter Deadline: 
April 28, 2016

Curbside Recycling: 
Every Friday, recycling 
must	be	out	by	7	a.m.

Neighborhood Events

The Summit is prepared by Nelima Sitati, Editor; 
Kay Willshire, Ad Coordinator; Becky Siekmeier, 

Layout Editor; and contributing writers.

APRIL 
  1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
14 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
19 Communications Committee
26 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
28  Executive Committee
28 Summit newsletter deadline

MAY 
		7	 Spring Neighborhood Garage Sale
12 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
16 Annual Neighborhood Cleanup
17	 Communications	Committee
24 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee 
26  Executive Committee

JUNE
  1 Summit Newsletter Arrives
  5 Grand Old Day
  9 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
11 SHA Plant Exchange
21 Communications Committee
28 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee 
30  Executive Committee
30 Summit newsletter deadline

JULY 
14 Monthly Neighborhood Mtg – Board
19 Communications & Outreach
26 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming  
 Committee
28  Executive Committee

Restoring Your Home?     Clip This Ad!

NORTHWEST
ARCHITECTURAL SALVAGE

Lights Rewired & Restored • Hardware Cleaned, Polished & Lacquered

We have lots of…
Vintage Lights; chandeliers, sconces, school globes, original & 
reproduction glass shades.

House Hardware; brass & glass doorknobs, door plates, window
catches, hinges, locks, antiqued furniture hardware, etc.

Large Items in our Garages; clawfoot tubs, radiators, wood trim
and all types of interior & exterior doors.

981 Selby Avenue • 651-644-9270 or 651-227-0382
Open weekdays 12 to 6 pm, (Wed 12 to 4 pm), Saturdays 11 to 4 pm

Progressive Supper – Saturday, May 7
Been looking for a way to meet your neighbors, peek 
into a Summit Hill home or two, and enjoy delicious 
food?	Then	mark	your	calendars	for	Saturday,	May	7,	
and join the Progressive Supper! 

Beginning at 6 p.m., the evening consists of four 
courses—appetizers, soup/salad, main, and dessert. Af-
ter the conclusion of a course, participants progress to 
the next home and their next group of dining compan-
ions; as a result each course offers a new mix of people 
and cuisine. It’s a low-key, casual way to connect and 
experience a Summit Hill tradition. 

If you want to sign up but aren’t able to accommodate 
people in your home, don’t be discouraged. The des-
sert course is for you! Everyone ends the night together 
for coffee and sweets, and those who can’t host a 
course provide desserts for the group.

Spread the word and invite your friends. The more 
people who participate, the more fun there is!

Participation is $10 per person. Please make any checks out to Summit 
Hill Association, and return by Friday, April 29, with your registra-
tion form (found in this Newsletter) to the SHA office. The office is 
located at 860 St. Clair Ave, Saint Paul, MN, 55105.

SHA staff is always happy to answer any questions you may have about the 
logistics of the event; you can reach them at (651) 222-1222 or or info@
summithillassociation.org. 

Summit Hill Progressive Supper 2016
Saturday, May 7th, 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Name 1 _____________________________________________________________________________

Name 2 _____________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________________________________________

  # of Tickets    $ Amount  Enclosed (# of tickets X $10)  

Please indicate your first, second, and third choice for the course you wish to host, and indicate the maximum number of 
people you are able to accommodate (no more than 10 people, including the hosts).

Course    1st 2nd 3rd     Number of People

Social Hour (6:00 – 7:00)    

Soup or Salad (7:15 – 8:15)    

Main (8:30 – 9:45)    

Dessert (10:00 – 11:00)    

Comments:

Please send in completed form 
and payment to SHA office at 
860 St. Clair Avenue, St. Paul, 
MN 55105 to be received by 
Friday, April 29, 2016.

Spring is coming! The Linwood Monroe 
Arts Plus PTA (1023 Osceola / 810 Palace) 
is currently taking pre-orders for its Annual 
Plant Sale. Order fulfillment will take 
place May 4-6 (in time for Mother’s Day) 
at our Monroe Campus (810 Palace). We 
partner with Green Earth Growers to offer 

a wide variety of annuals, certified organic 
vegetables, certified organic herbs and 
hanging baskets and patio pots. Pre-ordering 
ensures that you get exactly what you want! 
Additional stock will be available after the 
pre-order deadline but will be limited to re-
maining stock and will not include hanging 

baskets or patio pots.  

Order your Sprig plants online by Wednes-
day, April 13 at http://mkt.com/LMAPP-
TA. Questions? Contact Karen Stupic, 
Plant	Sale	Coordinator	at	karinka73@
hotmail.com. All plant sale proceeds benefit 
the arts programming at LMAP.

LINWOOD MONROE ARTS PLUS PTA 

Annual Plant Sale
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The SHA 
Website: 
A Good 

Source for 
Neighborhood 

Information

Established in June 2004, the Sum-
mit Hill Association Web site at 
www.summithillassociation.org has 
grown in its ability to keep you up 
to date on neighborhood and city 
resources, Summit Hill events and 
opportunities for you to participate 
in the health and vitality of your 
community.  Check us out and 
bookmark the address for future 
reference!  

In addition, we encourage resi-
dents to subscribe to the Electronic 
News List on the home page that 
provides up-to-date announce-
ments on late-breaking events, 
public meetings and issues. 

Among other things, the SHA web 
site has links and resource infor-
mation about crime prevention, 
senior services, recycling, neigh-
borhood improvement projects, a 
calendar of events and The Summit 
newsletter.  Links connect you to 
the City of St. Paul, the Grand 
Avenue Business Association and 
other sites of interest to Summit 
Hill residents.

If you have suggestions about how 
we can improve the web site or 
about any other neighborhood 
concerns, go to the “Contact SHA” 
link on the home page and give us 
your thoughts! 

www.summithillassociation.org

Happenings in

v

651.330.5999 
TheCommodoreBar.com    

Historic venues. 
             Legendary events.

651.280.4120 
Hotel340.com

651.290.7135
TheSPAC.com

651.290.7135 
UniversityClubofStPaul.com

651.224.0525 
WAFrost.com

 Whether your event calls for  the grandeur of a historic urban penthouse or the hip cool of a  

prohibition era speakeasy, Commonwealth Properties has a perfect location for groups from 20 to 400.

SHA’s annual spring plant exchange is 
back! The event will be held on Saturday 
June 11th, 2016 at the Linwood Recreation 
Center. Community members are invited 
to bring any extra plants you might have to 
donate, or for exchange. More details will 
be made available on our website at www.
summithillassociation.org and in the June 
issue of The Summit. If you have any ques-
tions, please call SHA staff at 651-222-1222 
or email info@summithillassociation.org.

Dementia Friend Sessions: 
Tuesday,	May	3rd,	6pm	-7:30pm	at	the	Mis-
sissippi Market East store. RSVP Julie Hunt 
of Wilder Foundation julie.hunt@wilder.org 
or 651-280-2293

Champion needed for the following 
St. Paul Public Schools Community 
Education DF Session. Contact Ag-
nes Biswalo at abiswalo@preshomes.
org if you can facilitate it:

Friday, July 15th, 1:00-2:30pm   
at Hamline Midway Library   
1558 W Minnehaha Ave,   
St. Paul, MN 55104

Dementia Friend Champions Online 
trainings: 
Would you like to lead your own Dementia 
Friends sessions? It’s easy!!! SPN ACT is 
now offering Dementia Friend Champions 
trainings online. Simple step-by-step instruc-
tions and all Dementia Friend materials are 
now available at www.actonalz.org/dementia-
friends-champion.

IMPORTANT: Dementia Friend Cham-
pions, please report all of your Dementia 
Friend sessions at http://actonalz.org/
node/478.	It	is	fast	and	easy!!!	Also,	it	is	
not too late to report past DF sessions - lets 
watch our number of Dementia Friends in 
Minnesota grow!!! 

SPN ACT Quarterly Meetings:
The next SPN ACT meeting will be in April 
at Carondelet Village, date and time TBD

If you have an item that you would like 

ACT: ST. PAUL NEIGHBORHOODS
Working Together on the Impacts of Alzheimers

added to the agenda, please email Agnes 
Biswalo at abiswalo@preshomes.org to let 
her know.

Media and Event Updates
Caregiver Support Groups: 
•	2nd Tuesday of each month at Centen-

nial United Methodist Church, 1524 
W. Country Road C2, Roseville, MN 
55113

•	4th Monday of every month at Sholom 
Home	East,	740	Kay	Avenue,	St.	Paul,	
MN 55102. For more information, 
please contact Betsy Ellis, Jewish Family 
Services of St. Paul, 651-690-8904. This 
group is open to all caregivers of all 
faiths.

Caring for a Person With Memory 
Loss conference: 
Saturday, June 4th, 2016 from 8AM to 
4:30PM in the Hubert H. Humphrey 
Conference Center at the University of 
Minnesota. FREE for attendees who do not 
wish to receive CE credits. For CE credits, 
a $50 fee must be paid for each organiza-
tion you would like contact hours from. See 

http://z.umn.edu/memoryloss for the more 
complete, up-to-date details. Registration is 
required for all attendees. To register, visit 
http://goo.gl/forms/AlRzyqkfYS and fill 

out a new form for each person to be 
registered for the conference.

City of Roseville Website: 
Visit http://www.cityofroseville.com/
dementiainfo for information on events 
and other resources for people with 
dementia and their care partners in that 
area. 

Please visit the SPN ACT calendar to 
see the above events AND new events 

that shall be added throughout the month 
of March. If you have a dementia-specific 
event or resource that could benefit our 
SPN ACT community, please send the 
information to SPN ACT and we will help 
you get the word out. 

SHA Spring 
Plant Exchange 

June 11Save 
the 

date!

Learn more about St. Paul becoming a 
dementia friendly community at www.AC-
TonALZ.org/st-paul-neighborhood
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the ‘Hill Area JOIN SHA ON FACEBOOK
Find other neighbors and friends;  

search for the Summit Hill Association 
and join the group today!

Over   40   
GROUP   FITNESS   
classes  a   week

    for  $79  
$1   Parking

MONTH-TO-MONTH   CONTRACTS

Membership options  
that include University Club  

of St. Paul available. 

TheSPAC.com
651-291-SPAC

Committed to the Arts Community: Rene Meyer-Grimberg
By Patricia McMorrow

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Rene Meyer-Grimberg is the kind of Summit 
Hill resident who recognizes many homes 
by architectural elements and styles: “That’s 
Queen Anne; you can tell by the turret. 
Federal [style] often has the columns on the 
corner.” “The coffered ceiling in that room 
is amazing. Have you ever been in there?” 
While Rene’s sense of the neighborhood has 
developed over many miles of pushing stroll-
ers, riding bikes and long daily walks – years 
of House Tour volunteering and Progressive 
Supper participation, too – her eye for detail 
and appreciation of the arts extend well 
beyond architecture. 

With pedigree from her mother, Nancy 
Meyer, who was a talented painter and com-
munity activist, and her father, Elmer, who 
worked in education as a university-level 
dean of students, Rene is a passionate orga-
nizer, educator, collaborator and participant 
in cultural and artistic projects across the 
Summit Hill neighborhood, and the Twin 
Cities community. She worked for years 
as an English as Second Language (ESL) 
teacher in Europe, and locally she helped 

launch both the Kinderstube and Twin Cit-
ies German Immersion School, while on the 
board of the Germanic-American Institute. 
Rene also served as an adjunct at the now-
defunct College of Visual Arts on Summit 
Avenue. Today, she is a regular contribu-
tor to the online cultural website L’etoile 
Magazine, an occasional arts writer for the 
Twin Cities Daily Planet, and a bookseller at 
Common Good Books. But the majority of 
Rene’s generous and varied contributions to 
the cultural community are volunteer efforts.

To name just a few: organizer of the German 
cinema and cultural program at GermanFest 
at the Historic Schmidt Brewery in 2015; 
and creator/director of a Minnesota’s Great-
est Generation award-wining documentary 
on Germans living in the Twin Cities. Yes, 
there is a German theme here – Rene is 
bilingual, and she and her German-born 
husband, Christoph, have raised their three 
children, as well as many Amity and interna-
tional exchange students over the years, with 
German spoken and heard at home.

Rene’s passion for visual arts has been 

tapped through her work as summer arts 
camp director for Unity-Church Unitarian 
on Portland and Avon, volunteer for the 
all-night art event Northern Spark, and orga-
nizer of a public arts event to create a giant 
black-dog puppet – as big as a bear – built 
as a community mascot for the Lowertown 
area of St. Paul and the city’s Irrigate Project.  
Irrigate emphasizes collaboration among 
artists, neighborhoods and businesses along 
the “Green Line” of the Central Corridor 
Light Rail Line.
Rene’s most recent volunteer undertaking is 
launch of PIP Art (Participatory Immersive 
Performance), an ongoing series of “pop-up” 
events. A January 2016, one-night show at 
the Germanic-American Institute on Sum-
mit Avenue included dance, theater, spoken 
and written-word artists celebrating the 
essence of that neighborhood landmark. 

To Rene, celebrating the cultural and artistic 
traditions and talents of the community cre-
ate a sense of belonging, and have a positive 
impact on the neighborhood. The Summit 
Hill neighborhood appreciates her work and 
applauds her leadership.

Dear Summit Hill Neighbors,

Hello…my name is Sue Evens – and I am 
the Summit Hill House Tour Chair for 
2016. The tour is a great way to showcase 
what our unique and great neighborhood 
has to offer. The House Tour Committee 
members have been busy planning for this 
year’s tour. This year’s tour will take place 
on Sunday September 11th from noon until 
6 p.m. We have some fabulous houses and 
public spaces that offer a fascinating glimpse 
into St. Paul history, and an inspiring array 
of unique interiors and exteriors. 

Ten to twelve fabulous homes, three beauti-
ful public spaces and a first-rate team of 
volunteers will be on hand to produce a 
memorable tour! Once again, we are fortu-
nate to have the support of Warners’ Stel-
lian, a locally owned appliance retailer, as 
our event’s title sponsor. Visit the Warners’ 
Stellian website at http://www.warnersstel-
lian.com and please, support their business!  
All the net proceeds from the Summit Hill 
House Tour go towards funding the work of 

2016 Summit Hill House Tour Update

the SHA office and all of our programming. 
The house tour continues to be a major 
source of funding for our District Council.

We are also fortunate to have an excellent 
2016 House Tour Planning Committee 
made up of many skilled volunteers and 
SHA staff members who are working on 
the tour this year. Some of these returning 
and some new volunteers along with SHA 
staff make it possible to plan for this great 
event. It takes a lot of effort to make the 
tour a reality. We are still in need of more 
House Tour Committee members, so please 
consider joining us. Please visit our website 
at www.summithillassociation.org to fil in 
an interest form and we will place you in a 
committee of your interest. Thanks to you 
all for your time and enthusiasm! 

Creating the Tour ticket/brochure includes 

securing metro business advertising. Our 
ad sales for the Tour brochure are well 
underway. If you have a business you would 
like to advertise in the Tour brochure seen 
by over 3000 participants, please visit the 
House Tour website, www.summithill-
housetour.com or contact SHA staff at 
info@summithillassociation.org. Ad sales 
are a great source of revenue for us, and a 
great way to put your business in front of 
tour participants who may be your future 
customers! We are also looking for more 
people to sign up their homes to be part 
of the tour. Please give us a call and we will 
be glad to answer any questions you might 
have about this, at 651-222-1222.

Finally, if you’d like to volunteer your 
time, make a comment, raise an issue, or 
add ideas, please contact me at sueevens@
kw.com.  I look forward to hearing from 
you.

Sue Evens, 
Chairperson
2016 Summit Hill House Tour

MORE ABOUT PIP ART & FUTURE 
EVENTS
https://www.facebook.com/participato
ryinteractiveperformancespaces/?ref=ay
mt_homepage_panel

SHOP 
LOCALLY

...and be 
sure to say, 
“I saw 

your ad in 
‘The Summit’”
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• Exterior Wood Doors
• Interior Doors
• Wood Storm Doors

• Aluminum Storm Doors
• Arch Doors
• Wood DH Sash Kits
• Wood Storm Windows

• French Windows
• Wood Rot Specialists
• Stair Systems

Family Owned  
Since 1982

Installation 
Available!

HISTORICAL DOORS, WINDOWS &  
MOULDINGS CUSTOM MADE FOR YOUR  

TURN OF THE CENTURY HOME.

612-721-1111 aamillwork.com

WOOD WINDOWS

EXT. & INT. DOORS

CUSTOM MOULDINGS

AAMillwork_Ad_SummitNews1_12.indd   1 1/11/12   4:57 PM

Most Americans today define themselves as 
“spiritual, but not religious.” In her most 
recent book, Grounded, Diana Butler Bass, 
the nation’s leading commentator on reli-
gion and culture, suggests statement reflects 
a major change in American Christianity. 
Where some see the end of Christianity, 
she sees an awakening that is reshaping 
Christian belief, behavior and belonging as 
people ask anew, “Where is God?”

The House of Hope Presbyterian Church is 
honored to host Diana Butler Bass at this 
year’s Didier Seminar April 15 and 16. The 
seminar starts on Friday evening April 15th 
at	7:30	p.m.	(doors	open	at	7:00)	until	9:00	
p.m. Dr. Butler Bass will lecture and answer 
questions. The seminar continues on April 
16 from 9:00 a.m. (doors open at 8:30 a.m.) 

Spiritual But Not Religious: 
Diana Butler to Speak at The House 

of Hope Presbyterian Church
until noon. Coffee and refreshments will 
be served mid-morning.  The seminar cost 
is $25. Dr. Bass will also preach Sunday 
morning	April	17	at	10:00	a.m.	There	will	
be a Question and Answer session following 
worship. Everyone interested in the future 
of faith and American culture is invited to 
attend. 

The series on Religion and Contemporary 
Thought is an opportunity for community 
members to listen to and dialogue with an 
expert on a topic of current spiritual inter-
est.  House of Hope Presbyterian Church is 
located	at	797	Summit	Avenue.	For	more	
information about the Didier Seminar or 
to register, visit www.hohchurch.org or call 
(651)	227-6311.	

Dayton Avenue Clothing Center Finds 
Mutual Support in Community

By Chuck Neve

The Dayton Avenue Clothing Center 
started in 1964 to provide school clothes 
to low income children in the neighbor-
hood.  Since then, the Clothing Center has 
provided gently worn clothing, bedding, 
curtains, and small appliances to anyone.  
40-65 families show up on the first and 
third Saturday mornings of the month 
during the school year.  We make a special 
effort to treat everyone who comes as a 
guest and customer.  No documentation 
or referrals are needed, only the wish to get 
better clothing.  The Center is entirely vol-
unteer run, with a small grant from Dayton 
Avenue Presbyterian Church and House 
of Hope Presbyterian Church.  The funds 
are used to purchase items not donated 
often, such as underwear and socks.   Ap-
proximately twenty volunteers from Dayton 
Avenue Presbyterian Church, House of 
Hope Presbyterian Church and neighbors 
sort, label and assist customers to find what 
they need.  

Members from Dayton Avenue come in 
every week to sort donations that come in. 
Donations are accepted by the office during 
business hours and on the Saturdays the 
Center is open.  Small appliances, toasters, 
mixers, dish ware, etc. are always needed.  
The Center cannot accept donations of 
furniture, mattresses, televisions or micro-
waves.  There is not the storage area for 

large items.  Receipts for tax purposes are 
available.  

In serving the community, the center 
has also found mutual support for their 
ministry in the community. Diane Follmer, 
a member of the Summit Hill Association, 
has biannual garage sales for the Clothing 
Center.  Living on Summit Avenue across 
from the governor’s mansion, she attracts 
large crowds to her sales.  She has been a 
member and supporter of Dayton Avenue 
Presbyterian Church for decades.  This sale 
provides funds to purchase items that are in 
short supply at the Clothing Center.  

New volunteers are always welcome on days 
the Center is open.  You may volunteer to 
sort donated clothes, greet customers or 
help them shop.  Many volunteers come 
once a month.

Donations are appreciated and welcomed.  
Come to the parking lot door and come in!
Dayton Avenue Presbyterian Church is 
located	at	217	Mackubin	Street.		We	are	two	
blocks east and one block north of Selby & 
Dale Streets.

Chuck Neve is a Minister of Administration 
at the Dayton Avenue Presbyterian Church. 
To learn more about this ministry, 
please visit 
http://www.dapc.org/clothing-center.html

Volunteers 
from the 
Clothing Center 
prepare quilts 
for distribution.  
The quilts were 
made by sev-
eral groups of 
women in sev-
eral churches. 

A member of Dayton 
Avenue started this 

project by donating over 
one hundred books from 

her collection.  Since 
then, many people have 
donated bibles, Christian 
books, fiction and nonfic-
tion and children’s litera-

ture to keep the library 
open.  For no charge, 

anyone can choose a few 
books for their own plea-

sure and education.  
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Area Happenings 

“The Cross in Art and Visual 
Culture”: Exhibit
The cross is the central symbol of the Chris-
tian faith, representing both suffering and 
salvation, sacrifice and forgiveness, redemp-
tion and hope.  Throughout the ages it has 
been the focus of Christian art and archi-
tecture, worn as jewelry, and cherished as 
an object of personal devotion. Throughout 
the Easter season, the church will feature 
an exhibit of crosses and cross artwork from 
members of St. John’s, plus a photographic 
survey of 100 crosses from diverse sources 
and traditions.  You are welcome to visit 
and view the exhibit in the Gallery (hallway 
outside the Fireside Room).

St. John’s Noonday Prayers 
April 27
Everyone in the neighborhood is invited to 
join us at St. John’s for Noonday Prayers at 
12:00	noon	on	April	27.	This	brief	service	
offers a chance to pause in the middle of 
the day and reflect amidst your busy week. 
For questions, contact the Reverend Jered 
Weber-Johnson at jered.weberjohnson@
stjohnsstpaul.org	or	651-228-1172	x11.	

Evensong and Concert May 1
On Sunday May 1 at 4 pm, St. John’s 
Episcopal Church will offer choral Even-
song with works of Arthur Honegger (King 
David), Bryan Kelly (Magnificat and Nunc 
dimittis) and John Graham (Preces and Re-
sponses). The adult choir will perform with 
duo-organists Sharon Kleckner and Jennifer 
Anderson. A festive reception follows. Ev-
eryone in the neighborhood is invited.  
The Episcopal Church, a part of the world-
wide Anglican communion, has a rich tradi-
tion of prayer services that follow a daily 
rhythm including morning prayer, noon-day 
prayer, and evening prayer.  These services 
follow the medieval monastic tradition.  We 

EVENTS AT 
St. John the Evangelist 

Episcopal Church 
60 Kent St., St Paul, Minnesota

offer several Evensong services throughout 
the year to enhance our worship of God. As 
its name makes clear, Evensong is a service, 
near the end of the day, in which music 
plays a central role. Its structure is one of 
the great Anglican contributions to corpo-
rate prayer: a rich combination of scripture, 
prayer, and music that has proved an endur-
ing framework for moving liturgy. 

Hymn-a-Thon May 21
There	are	720	hymns	in	the	Episcopal	Hym-
nal 1982, and we’re going to sing them!  We 
will begin singing at 9 am sharp.  We will 
continue until we finish singing one stanza 
of each (the event is expected to last until 9 
pm). Ten area organists will participate.  Ev-
eryone is invited to attend. You are welcome 
to come and sing throughout the day. Stay 
as long as you are able; come and go as you 
need; come back at any time. 

This event benefits the music program 
at St. John’s. Sponsor the singing of your 
favorite hymn (or block the singing of your 
most unfavorite!). Suggested donation is $5 
per hymn you sponsor. Contact Director of 
Music Jayson R. Engquist at 
orgjre@gmail.com about sponsoring a 
hymn. 

Sung Compline Services Every 
Thursday
Compline is a short service of ancient 
prayers, psalms, chanting, and mystery. In 
keeping with the earliest practices of the 
monastic communities, Compline is lit only 
by candlelight, held at a time when the work 
of the day is finished and the quietness of 
evening begins to settle over the hearts and 
minds of those gathered in prayer. You are 
invited to join us for Sung Compline at St. 
John’s	at	7:00	pm	every	Thursday	evening.	
Incense is used at this service.

Staff at the Summit Hill Association are 
tracking an increase in crimes of oppor-
tunity in the neighborhood. This news is 
coming on the heels of a major decrease in 
crime in the neighborhood that spanned 
from December 24, 2015 to the beginning 
of March. 

Warmer temperatures outside increase in a 
demand for police presence.  Despite there 
being an increase in crime instances across 
Saint Paul, neighbors of the Summit Hill 
Neighborhood are reporting suspicious 
activity proactively. Based on the data we are 
tracking, this has been a sustained commit-
ment. Thank you everyone for respond-
ing to the information you have received.  

Would you like to get connected to 
our block club system? 
Mark your calendar for our monthly All-
City meetings! The second Tuesday of the 
month at 9:30 a.m. or 6:30 p.m. Meetings 
are located at The Western District Police 
Station at 389 Hamline Ave Saint Paul, MN 
55104. Note: The meeting repeats at 6:30 
p.m. on the same day at the same location to 
accommodate schedules.  

Our block and building clubs make a differ-
ence in the quality of life we all experience. 
Each month residents from across Saint Paul 
gather to receive updates from our Police 
commanders on what is happening on our 
streets. Each resident gets time to ask ques-
tions and repot important data about what 
is happening on their block. Commanders 

Crime Prevention Corner
will respond right away and follow up on 
your concern. 

At the last meeting, SHA staff thanked the 
Police Department for their partnership in 
keeping our streets safe and their increased 
presence in the neighborhood with the goal 
of keeping people accountable for being 
good citizens. 

Other information discussed included 
trends in identity theft using radio fre-
quency scanning devices that can be found 
easily online. Participants learned that there 
is no way to stop your credit and bank cards 
from emitting coded signals that include 
your private data. However, you can lessen 
your chance of having your data skimmed by 
leaving your card at home when you don’t 
need it and carrying small amounts of cash 
with you. There are also some RFID wallets, 
purses and products that prevent your signal 
from being transmitted when used properly. 
You are encouraged to make an identity 
theft security plan with your family today. 
For more information, contact us at info@
summithillassociation.org or 651-222-1222.

Community Phone Number Guide
Crime in Progress: CALL  911

To Report Vandalism: CALL 651-291-1111
To Report Vandalism and Request Clean-up: CALL 651-266-8989

City of St. Paul, Department Of Public Works
Bridge Maintenance (Bridges/Retaining Walls)  651-292-6600
Traffic	Signals/Sign	Maintenance	(Signs/Signal	Boxes)	 651-487-7200

City of St. Paul, Department of Parks and Recreation
Park	Maintenance	(Building	/Play	Areas/etc.)		 651-632-3473
Park Security (Park Watch)   651-632-2416

Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC)
MTC	Police/Security	(Interior/Exterior	of	Buses)	 612-349-7200
Ad	Shelter	Inc.	(Bus	shelters	/Benches)	 	 612-373-3333

US Postal Services 
US	Postal	Inspectors	(Mail	Boxes/Trucks)		 	 877-876-2455

Xcel Energy  
Xcel (Light poles/signal boxes)   800- 895-4999

Minnesota Department of Transportation 
Maintenance	Engineer	(Bridges	/Retaining	walls)		 651-324-7500
Interstate 94, 35E, Highway 52, Marshall-Lake Bridge, 
Robert Street Bridge, High Bridge

Over 600 people are 
“friends” with the 
Summit Hill Association 

Shouldn’t you be too?  Get up-to-the-
minute news and find other neighbors 
and friends. Search for Summit Hill 
Association and join us.



8 Check out the SHA web site for current info: www.summithillassociation.org

Staff (L to R): 
John Solberg, John Que-
sada, Debbie Fulford, 
and Bryan Rasmussen; 
Not pictured: 
Brian Tobritzhofer, Kelly 
Jannett, Dusty Horton 
and Mary Moore

Your “Saint Small”TM Agent

Ted Powell
Lifelong	Saint	Paul	resident	and
Summit	Hill	resident	since	2009

700	Grand	Avenue	Office
www.saintsmallagent.com

651-225-3929

BUILDING HOURS:
Monday	 	 7	a.m.	–	9	p.m.
Tuesday  6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Wednesday	 7	a.m.	–	9	p.m.
Thursday 6 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday	 	 7	a.m.	–	6	p.m.	
Saturday       9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

HOLIDAY HOURS:
Memorial Day – May 30th: CLOSED

YOUTH DANCE CLASSES
Instructors: Carla Ekwall, Kim & Terry
Registration for Spring Session Dance 
Classes beginning Monday, April 11th or 
Wednesday, April 13th are open. Classes are 
$42.00 for 6 week sessions. Please call/visit 
Linwood to register or go online at www.
stpaul.gov/parks.

YOUTH AND ADULT GUITAR LESSONS
Instructor: Joseph Walls of Acoustic Walls
Registration is open for Guitar Lessons 
starting Thursday, April 28th at 5:30p.m. 
Class is one hour and will last 8 weeks. Cost 
is $60.00. Please call/visit Linwood to regis-
ter or go online at www.stpaul.gov/parks.

Call  Linwood Recreation Center at 651-
298-5660 for specific class information.

Martial Arts-Soo Bahk Do
Instructor: Mike Kelly, Certified Master 
Instructor  For more information call Mike 
Kelly at 651-214-1485 or email: mike@kel-
lyrenewals.com.  Please contact Linwood at 
651-298-5660 to register.

From ages 6 to adults this is a traditional 
martial art emphasizing discipline, concen-
tration self-confidence, personal develop-
ment, self-defense, conditioning and more. 
Learn from and internationally ranked 
certified master instructor with 20+ years of 
experience.  Family discounts are available. 
For more information call or e-mail Mike 
Kelly.

Introductory Classes for New Students 
(includes uniform)
Saturdays from 9-9:45 a.m.  
Fee:	$75	for	2	months.		
Sessions:  Ongoing for ages 6+

Ongoing Classes for returning 
Students 
Tues. June 2 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Sat. June 6 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Fee: $45/month or $105/3 months
Sessions: Ongoing Ages 6+

Summer Sports Registration for Youth
Registration for Softball /Baseball/T-Ball/
Nearball and Lacrosse was March 1-31. How-
ever, we will still accept registrations after 
that if space is available. Registration for 
Football/Flag Football and Soccer is June 
1-30. Please call/visit Linwood to register or 
go online at www.stpaul.gov/parks.

ADULT/SENIOR FITNESS & WELLNESS 
CLASSES AT LINWOOD
Our certified instructors at Linwood offer 
a variety of fitness and wellness classes to 
accommodate all levels of participants in 

fun atmosphere. All classes are $5/session.  
Discounted punch cards are available for 
purchase.  A 20 Fitness Punch Card is $80, 
and a 12 Fitness Punch Card is $54. Punch 
cards do not expire and may be used for any 
Linwood aerobics class.  Punch cards may 
not be used for the Exercise/Weight room. 

Early Bird Fitness Workout: 
Day Spring with the Fittest
Instructor: Cliff Swyningan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 a.m. 

Pilates Mind/Body/Strength
Instructor: Cliff Swynigan
Tuesday/Thursday 6:15 p.m. 

Complete Fitness Challenge
Instructor: Colleen Tusa
Tuesday  10:30 a.m.
Friday  9:30 a.m. 
Saturday  9:00 am. 

Forever Fit
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Monday  9:15 a.m.

55 Plus Workout
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Tuesday/Thursday 9:15 a.m. 

Yoga: Earth Moon
Instructor: Teresa Davenport
Wednesday	 9:15	a.m.	&	7:45	p.m.	
Friday  12:00 p.m. & 1:00 p.m.

FITNESS/WEIGHT ROOM
This	room	consists	of	7	nautilus	Cybex	

Things to do on the ‘Hill 
Linwood Rec 
Center News

machines, two treadmills, two stair climbers, 
and two exercise bicycles plus one elliptical 
machine for cardiovascular training. Locker 
rooms are available for members. To use the 
equipment, you may pay daily fee of $3 or 
purchase a Twelve month/Annual member-
ship.

Memberships:
Daily   $3.00
Single Adult   $30.00
Non–St. Paul Residents  $60.00

Volunteer Coaches
Saint Paul Parks and Recreation offers a 
variety of coaching opportunities in youth 
athletics. As a volunteer coach you can help 
develop young athletes, provide leadership, 
promote good sportsmanship and be a 
positive role model. If you have experience 
or are willing to learn coaching fundamen-
tals, we can give you the necessary skills and 
tools. All coaches will be trained through 
Saint Paul’s coaching certification program. 
All coaches are required to consent to a 
background check. The average time com-
mitment is 2-3 hours per week for approxi-
mately 8 weeks. Please contact Linwood for 
more info!

Linwood staff: 
Brian Tobritzhofer (Community Recreation 
Specialist), John Quesada, 
John Solberg, Kelly Jannett, Debbie Fulford, 
Dusty Horton, Mary Moore, and Bryan 
Rasmussen.  Preschool instructors:  Bobbi 
Solberg and Susanna Maye Hartogh.

860 St. Clair Ave. • (651) 298-5660

Having a Big Gathering at 
Your House This Year?
Check These Out at the SHA Office

These portable containers for recycling and organics collapse for 
easy transport and come with your choice of signage and bags. 

Whether you're hosting a block party, 
graduation, family reunion, or other gather-
ing, make it a green event! Consider using 
recycling and organics containers to reduce 
waste. These portable containers collapse 
for transport and come with your choice 
of signage and bags that attach to the as-
sembled frame. Containers are loaned by 
the Summit Hill Association at no cost to 
Ramsey County residents and organizations 
for any temporary gathering. Contact the 
SHA office at 222-1222 for more info.

If you are collecting only a few bags of organ-
ics, you can drop them off at the Pleasant 
Avenue Yard Waste Collection Site during 
regular hours. Site is open until November 
30th. Look for the "Organics Recycling" col-
lection dumpster.

Go to this page on the Ramsey 
County website for more details about 
what organics are acceptable: 
http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/ph/rt/organ-
ics_recycling.htm



View from the Avenue

9Check out the SHA web site for current info: www.summithillassociation.org

Grand Avenue Business Association 

THE FINEST IN WINE BEER AND SPIRITS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

918 GRAND AVENUE 651-227-7039   •   FAX 651-228-0266
ST. PAUL WWW.1STGRANDAVELIQUORS.COM

1st GRAND AVE. LIQUOR, INC.

20% OFF your next purchase 
of non-sale Vintage Wine

Coupon must be presented                                    Exp 01/01/055/31/16

15%
36 CESAR CHAVEZ STREET, ST. PAUL, MN 55107

P: 651-221-9029     F: 651-221-0224

E: concord@usfamily.net

Grand Old Days has a wide variety of ac-
tivities for all ages and styles. Below is an 
overview of the fun activities for families.
 
The Grand Old Day Parade — 
Dale to Fairview
Find a comfortable spot to enjoy the 
many participants in the first parade of 
the summer. Over 130 units, including: 
marching bands, celebrities, performers 
will entertain spectators along the avenue. 
The parade is the 2nd largest in the area 
with over 180,000 in attendance and 
kicks-off promptly at 9:30 am.
 
Sports & Wellness District — 
Lexington to Snelling
Back by popular demand, the Sports 
& Wellness District is several blocks 
of interactive games and fun activities, 
provided by your local sports teams and 
organizations. You will be able to play 
games of skill, shoot baskets, challenge 
yourself with games of skill, learn about 
your favorite sport teams and meet team 
mascots. You will also be able to learn 
about personal wellness and participate in 
fitness activities.
 
The Family Fun District — 
Snelling to Wheeler
New Carnival Rides
This year the Family Fun District will have 
Carnival Rides on both Saturday and 
Sunday. In addition to traditional carnival 
rides, this area will also have the ever-
popular inflatables and bounce houses. 
On Sunday only, will be the very popular 
petting zoo and other fun kids crafts and 
activities.
 
New Arts & Culture District — 
Wheeler to Prior
This completely new section of Grand 
Old Days will span three blocks, starting 
at Wheeler and ending at Prior Avenue. 
In this area, you will experience an out-
door market feel. This three-block section 
will be alive with ethnic foods, artist and 
artisans, musicians and street perform-
ers. Stop by the stage at Ramsey Middle 
School and enjoy live performances at the 
main family stage.

Bring out the entire family and experience 
all Grand Old Days has to offer.

The Barbary Fig: 
A Taste of the Exotic in Our Village  

By Amanda Karls

SPOTLIGHT ON BUSINESS

The first time I went to The Barbary Fig 
was almost twenty years ago. Apparently, I 
was already late to the party. This gem of 
restaurant has been part of the heartbeat 
of our neighborhood since 1989. After 
eating at The Barbary Fig and now having 
had the opportunity to get to know a little 
about the man behind it, I am not sur-
prised that it has earned a loyal following 
in the years since.

The restaurant’s friendly owner Brahim 
Hadj-Moussa, who goes by “Hadj,” grew-
up in the northern Algerian town of 
Annaba. Like Hadj the roots of his menu 
stretch to North Africa. His current menu 
includes—among other things—a chicken 
tagine with a tomato-ginger chutney; 
merguez sausage with yams and couscous; 
and an egg dish called shek-shu-ka with 
caramelized onions, tomatoes and choice 
of lamb or falafel. Other dishes feature 
ingredients like tuna, fava beans, apricots, 
cheese, and olives that mingle with flavors 
like saffron, cinnamon, cumin, and mint. 

Hadj’s food is inspired by his homeland, 
but also influenced by Southern France.  
He moved there when he was 18 and 
learned to cook classic French food. Later 
he moved to the U.S. for college and 
landed at the University of Minnesota 
after taking some courses in Madison. He 
didn’t speak English well when he arrived, 
but he found that restaurants were often 
accustomed to non-English-speaking staff 
and so were a natural place of employ-
ment for him during college. He kept 
cooking, learned English and finished 
school and when he did it seemed that 
opening his own restaurant was the obvi-

ous choice. He chose Grand Avenue as 
the spot to open shop because at the time 
the area was recruiting small, independent 
businesses like his. 

Around the same time Hadj also bought 
a house on nearby Portland Avenue and 
has lived there ever since. He’s neighbor-
hood proud.  He describes this area as “a 
village” and loves walking and biking to 
work, to get his groceries and for the other 
necessities of life available along Grand 
Avenue.  He and his wife raised two 
daughters here and Hadj says this is the 
first and last restaurant he will ever own. 

The fact that Hadj has stuck with us all 
these years is in part a matter of practical-
ity—this is where he lives and food is what 
he knows—but in speaking to him it is also 
clearly a matter of passion and pride. He 
has worked hard, often sacrificing time 
with family to keep true to his commit-
ment to serve good, honest food to people 
who appreciate it. 

In addition to his menu items, Hadj al-
ways has a weekly special. He says its part 
of what keeps running the restaurant fun. 
And speaking of special things at The Bar-
bary Fig—they’ve got a great patio which 
Hadj opens in the spring. It is a great spot 
to enjoy a bite to eat with a glass of wine 
or a sweet mint tea.  

The	Barbary	Fig	is	located	at	720	Grand	
Avenue. Stop in and see Hadj. He’s a 
great guy, with a smile as warm as the 
sunny land he harkens from. If the restau-
rant is open, he is sure to be there.

Grand Old Days 
43 Years of Family Fun

June 4-5, 2016
By Mary Cich
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Mary Hardy

Finding and  
Selling Your Castle

651-225-3903

maryhardy@edinarealty.com
www.maryhardyonline.com

700 grand ave • st. paul • mn 55105

OPENING THE DOOR 
TO HOME

In town or around town,
working to serve you best

Jane Austin McGrath
651-282-9625

How to Hire  
a Trashcan

aspen trashcans have impressive resumés: 
clean, green, locally owned

Choose Aspen. The clean, green way. 
Call: 612-884-8008 | Check: aspenwaste.com 

Call for 
new customer 
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Contact: Karen Engelbretson
6777 Keats Ave N
Stillwater, MN 55082
651.602.9440  |  karen@kje.com

SHA

Tailoring & Alterations 
for Men & Women

Relining, Restyling 
& Reweaving

� � � � �

Hems, Zippers, Sleeves

� � � � �

Experienced in Leather & Furs

Hours:
Mon. – Fri., 9-6; Sat., 9-4

Tom’s Tailors
672 Grand Avenue

651-222-5953


