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28 February 2019 
 
Dear Summit Hill Residents and Grand Avenue Business Owners: 
 
We invite you to attend a listening session at 7:00 pm on Monday, March 18, to learn more 
about a proposed mixed-use development from Lunds&Byerlys. The session will be held in the 
Margolis Hall at Mount Zion Temple, 1300 Summit Ave, Saint Paul. 
 
Lunds&Byerlys has approached the Summit Hill Association (SHA) and the Grand Avenue Business 
Association (GABA) for input about the possibility of a new mixed-use development on the north 
side of the 700 block of Grand Avenue. This is the site formerly filled by The North Face and Ann 
Taylor Loft. The Lunds&Byerlys proposed development would include a grocery store and residential 
housing, along with underground parking.  
 
This listening session is not an official hearing for any action. At this point in the process, SHA and 
GABA are the facilitators of notice and communication between Lunds&Byerlys and the community. 
Several representatives from the City will be in attendance, including City Councilmember Rebecca 
Noecker. 
 
At the listening session, Lunds&Byerlys will make a presentation, answer questions from those in 
attendance, and collect commentary about wishes and concerns. Lunds&Byerlys wants to gather 
community input and apply what they learn to determine the next steps in their consideration of this 
proposed development.  
 
Everyone is encouraged to attend! Your participation in a neighborhood discussion about a potential 
project along Grand Avenue will help us all become better informed about our shared community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Hayden Howland, President     Jason Koenig, President 
Summit Hill Association     Grand Avenue Business Association 
 
 
 
All homes and businesses in the Summit Hill district received a hard copy of this letter. An electronic copy of the letter 

is posted on the SHA and GABA websites. 
 

All residents and business owners in the Summit Hill district are welcome to attend this session. 
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We’re looking forward to the opportunity to meet you for a neighborhood conversation about our plans 
to bring a grocery store back to 791 Grand Avenue. 
 
For decades the property was home to a local grocer – serving as not only a place for the neighborhood 
to get its groceries, but also as a central gathering place for the community. 
 
“This is where we meet, run into somebody and learn the news,” said one local resident to a Pioneer 
Press reporter regarding Knowlan’s grocery store permanently closing its doors in 1997. 
 
“It’s the center of our neighborhood. I’m just sick about it,” said another local resident. 
 
Knowlan’s opened its grocery store at this location in 1971. Prior to its 26 years in business, the site was 
home to Rooney’s grocery store and before that it was Klein’s grocery store. 
 
We’re excited about the opportunity to preserve the heritage and nature of this location with a vibrant 
development featuring a Lunds & Byerlys and market-rate housing. 
 
While selling groceries is what we do (and we take a tremendous amount of pride in doing so), we  
strive for our stores to represent so much more than that to the community. It’s a place where 
neighbors frequently meet neighbors to catch up on the news of the day. It’s a place where our 
extended family of employees develop deep and meaningful connections with local residents and 
businesses. And it’s about helping other local organizations who are also working hard to make this such 
a great community. 
 
We hope you can join us for this development discussion as we explore bringing a grocery store with our 
brand of quality, service and expertise back to this neighborhood. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Tres Lund   Mitch Avery 
President   Vice President of Real Estate 


