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Time to purchase tickets for the 2006 SHA
House Tour set for Sunday October 8,
from noon to 6:00 p.m.  Fabulous proper-
ties you have been longing to see will be
on tour during the pleasantly cool early
fall.  Tickets are $20 in advance and $25
the day of the event and can be purchased
online at the SHA website www.summith-
illassociation.org.  

Tickets are also available for purchased at
the following local businesses: all
Kowlaski’s, Traditions Home Furnishings,
Grand Jete, Amore Coffee in Milton Mall
on Grand, St. Paul Corner Drug, Sincerely
Yours in Highland Village, Mississippi
Market (on Randolph and on Selby) and
Grumpy Steve’s Coffee Shop (Wabasha St.
and Stillwater); and at the SHA office at

860 St. Clair Ave. in St. Paul. Tickets will
be on sale at these locations until Sat., Oct.
7th at 4 p.m.

To purchase online, go to our website,
click on the House Tour icon and follow
the links to buy your tickets.  All online
orders placed after 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 3rd will need to be picked up
after 12 noon on Sunday, October 8th at
the Amore Coffee "will-call" ticket site
located near Grand Avenue and Milton St.
Online purchasing will end at 4:00 p.m. on
Friday, October 6th, but phone orders can
be made up until 5:00 p.m. Saturday,
October 7th by calling 651-222-1222. 

Thank you for supporting the House Tour
and the Summit Hill Association.
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NEWS FROM THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

The Summit Hill House
Tour Is Almost Here.

Get Your Tickets Now!

Mark your calendars!  If you want a
strong and healthy neighborhood and
would like to take an active role in
guiding its future, consider running
for a position on the Board of Directors
of the Summit Hill Association (SHA).
We need your ideas, your time and
your enthusiasm.  The SHA annual
meeting and elections will take
place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday,
October 12th in the Linwood
Community Center gymnasium. 

The evening also includes short
presentations from candidates

for State Representative for
District 64A and an opportunity
for you to meet the following
candidates:

Erin Murphy, DFL
KirstenBeach, IR
Jesse Mortenson, Green Party

The SHA Board of Directors consists
of twenty-one members.
Approximately one third of the board
is up for election every year.  There
will be 6 seats up for election this
year. Terms last up to three years.
The Board of Directors meets one

evening each month, the second
Thursday. Each director also partici-
pates on one of the standing commit-
tees of the SHA.

Candidate eligibility - Any person
18 years or older who lives in or owns
a business or property in District 16 is
eligible to be a candidate for election
to the board of directors. We would
particularly like to encourage people
who rent in the Summit Hill neighbor-
hood to become involved, as renters
have typically been under-represented
on the board. 

SHA Annual Meeting and Elections, Oct.12th

Plus, Candidates’ Forum for State Rep. District 64A
Voting - Anyone 16 or older who
lives in or owns a business or proper-
ty in District 16 and is present for
elections, may vote for up to six can-
didates. If you are interested, or
would like additional information,
call Jeff Roy or Diane Hilden at the
SHA office at 222-1222, or contact us
via e-mail at summithill@visi.com. By
taking an active role, you are making
a personal commitment to the
improvement of your neighborhood.

Please see also the letter from the SHA
President, Eduardo Barrera, which can be
found on page 2.
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Let 
Them 
Cross 

Safely.
Think of the Impact 
You Could Make.
Stop for Pedestrians. 

It’s the Law!

SHA News and

How Are We Doing?
As we publish each issue of The
Summit newsletter, we are always
looking for ways to improve it for our
readers.  Please take a moment to
send us your suggestions, criticism
and kudos (we’ll take those too!) as to
what you think about The Summit.
Our email address is
summithill@visi.com and our mailing
address is 860 St. Clair Ave.  Thanks.
The Editors

The 2006 
SHA Board

Eduardo Barrera, 1083 Osceola Avenue
Nancy Breymeier, 745 Grand Avenue
Merritt Clapp-Smith, 785 Goodrich Ave.
Dan Dobson, 801 Goodrich Avenue
Pete Fervoy, 25 Oxford Street South
Maureen Flahavan, 1073 Lincoln Avenue
Tammy Haas, 1037 Lincoln Avenue
Eric Hedberg, 1021 Lincoln Avenue
Rob Kost, 931 Osceola Avenue
Dianna Krogstad, 745 Grand Avenue
Alisa Lein 894 Grand Avenue, #304
Jaimee Lucke, 1184 Fairmount Avenue
Marcia Odman, 969 Goodrich Avenue
Dave Ramberg, 1080 Fairmount Avenue
Deborah Rathman, 775 Fairmount Avenue
Chad Skally, 624 Grand Avenue
Rick Smith, 1096 Goodrich Avenue
Mark Sutherland, 1141 Lincoln Avenue
Elizabeth Wefel, 977 Goodrich Avenue, #4
Todd Wichman, 870 Osceola Avenue
Linda Winsor, 708 Goodrich Avenue

Pizza and Hot Hoagies
•  Unlimited Pizza Combination
•  9 Varieties of Hoagies
•  Spectacular Salads  •  Cookies

Off-street parking - 45 car lot!

SELBY & DALE 651 224-3350

HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 11AM-10PM

Fri. & Sat. 11AM-1AM

Sun. 11AM-10PM

Fall is here and once again, we’re all
beginning to look back on the past year
of activities – some of us wishing the
warm, sunny days would continue and
others of us evaluating how we spent
the year and what was accomplished.
For the Summit Hill
Association/District 16 Planning
Council, this year has been one of great
accomplishments that continue our
long history of citizens working togeth-
er to plan our community’s future
while also solving today’s problems.  I
thank the over 100 active volunteers
working with SHA who have answered
the call by serving on committees, the
Board of Directors, as block or building
leaders and as volunteers at our annual
events.  In addition, we expect many
neighborhood volunteers to be helping
make the October 8th Summit Hill
House Tour a successful event and
major fundraiser for the Summit Hill
Association.  

What have we accomplished this year?
A lot!  
• District 16 Plan: After 3 -1/2 years of

intensive work, SHA secured the St.
Paul City Council’s approval of the
District 16 Neighborhood Plan which
makes recommendations and sets
goals related to transportation, park-
ing, parks and recreation, housing,
community life, crime prevention
and future Grand Avenue develop-
ment.  Later in the summer, SHA
won City Council approval of the
East Grand Avenue Zoning Overlay
which set limits on building scale and
heights, eliminated the "rule of 5"

Letter from the SHA President
parking exemption, and set design
standards for new developments
along East Grand Avenue that
respects the unique, historic character
of the avenue. 

• Rebuilding Streets: This spring, the 
City’s RSVP Street Rebuilding Project
began on most streets west of Victoria
with completion expected by this late
fall. Before the start of the project, the
SHA took the initiative to make rec-
ommendations to the city to ensure
that the historic and pedestrian-safe
nature of our neighborhood streets be
maintained once the project is com-
pleted. Though the project has not
proceeded as originally intended with
many frustrations for residents along
the way, in the end, we will have new
streets, curbs, boulevards and
renewed lighting along with
increased pedestrian safety.

• SHA Crime Prevention Program: The 
program continued to work with area
residents to retain and expand area
block and building clubs which are
the cornerstones of successful com-
munity crime prevention.  This year,
we have dramatically increased the
number of multi-unit building clubs.
We estimate that  over 75% of neigh-
borhood blocks have a block club,
although most multi-unit building are
not as yet in the program. In June,
SHA sponsored a community-wide
crime forum, in cooperation with the
St. Paul Police Department, as part of
our on-going effort to serve the
expressed needs of the community.
Over 125 residents attended. 

The Windup of the Long and Dusty Road
By Eric Hedberg, PS & TC Committee member

The dust is finally settling on what has
been a long summer for all of us west of
Victoria Street.  The repaving project has
not proceeded as originally intended,
but in the end the historic and pedestri-
an-safe nature of the neighborhood has
been maintained. Now as the last of the
asphalt is laid out and the boulevards
landscaped and resodded, we can focus
on what the results of the project.  

Unlike many neighborhoods that have
gotten suburbanized on their recent
repaving projects, we were able to keep
the historic nature of ours.  Our curbs
are narrow and tinted to match the orig-
inal color of the sandstone curbs found
on a number of the streets.  Our corners
remain the original 10’ radius that is

pedestrian friendly and U-turn
unfriendly.  Undersized streets have
been widened, drainage improved and
added to cross streets, and soon our
boulevards will be dotted with street
lights refreshed and outfitted with new
bulbs and lens.

Three of our major action items for the
Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Calming
Committee will be completed at the end
of this project.  At the time of writing,
the bump outs are in use around the
Linwood A+ School and the bump outs
on St. Clair are in process.  We also soon
expect to see the crosswalks on lower
Grand at Dale Street appear.  Each one
of these will make a major contribution
in slowing down traffic and making it

safer for pedestrians young and old to
cross streets.

So when the last of equipment leaves
the neighborhood and the relative calm
returns, flip on the sprinkler for the nice
new weed free sod and take a stroll
down the straight and now flat side-
walks of our neighborhood.  Enjoy the
soft glow of our streetlights repaired
and properly placed, and try out the
new corners and bump outs.  It’s been a
long, loud dusty summer, but now its
over.  If you want to volunteer to have a
voice in future pedestrian safety and
traffic calming projects, please consider
joining the Summit Hill Association PS
& TC Committee.  Call the SHA office at
222-1222 for more information.

• Grand Avenue Parking Task Force:
This informal task force continues its
work in developing potential compre-
hensive plans to address long-term
parking issue on and near Grand
Avenue.  The Task Force expects to
call a community meeting in the near
future where the Task Force can pres-
ent its draft recommendations and
gather citizen input for further revi-
sions.

• Annual Events: Finally, we have
sucessfully implemented three annual
events so far this year in organizing
the April Progressive Supper, the May
Neighborhood-wide Garage Sale and
the Annual Neighborhood Cleanup.

The Summit Hill Association moves for-
ward with our Annual Meeting and
Elections on Oct. 12th where we will
elect the 2006-07 Board of Directors.  If
you haven’t already, please consider
running for an open seat on the Board.
Contact the SHA office at 651-222-1222
if more information.  

And finally, as noted above, the always
popular Summit Hill House Tour is set
for Sun., Oct. 8th.  Please add your sup-
port to this all important fundraiser for
the Summit Hill Association by buying
tickets soon for yourself, a family mem-
ber or friends.  It’s fun, it’s a great
opportunity to tour many fantastic his-
toric homes and the funds raised help
SHA implement programs and project
that improve the neighborhood.

Have a great fall!
Eduardo Barrera, SHA President
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2006
SHA

MEETINGS
& EVENTS

THE SUMMIT Staff 
Jeff Roy - writer/editor. 
Thanks to all 
contributing writers. 
Michelle Mitchell - 
Ad Sales. 
Graphics & layout by 
Becky Siekmeier 
of Grand Graphics.

• Meetings are held in the Linwood 
Community Center, 860 St. Clair Avenue

• Dates and times may change - call SHA office to
confirm: 651-222-1222

• Executive Committee:  last Thursday, 3-4:30 PM 
• Board of Directors: 2nd Thursday, 7 PM
• Pedest. Safety/Traffic Calming: 2nd Mon.7 PM
• Zoning/Land Use: 1st Thursday, 7 PM (not 

monthly; call to confirm schedule)

OCTOBER
7 Fall Garage Sale
8 Summit Hill House Tour
9 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming

12 Annual Meeting and Elections
26 Executive Committee

NOVEMBER
9 Board of Directors
9 Summit newsletter deadline

11 Fall Progressive Supper
13 Pedestrian Safety
30 Executive Committee

DECEMBER
11 Pedestrian Safety
14 Board of Directors 
28 Executive Committee

JANUARY
8 Pedestrian Safety

11 Board of Directors 
11 Summit newsletter deadline
25 Executive Committee

FEBRUARY
8 Board of Directors 

12 Pedestrian Safety
22 Executive Committee

MARCH
8 Board of Directors 
8 Summit newsletter deadline

12 Pedestrian Safety
29 Executive Committee

Event Updates

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

NOON, NOV. 9

NILLES
Builders Inc.

• Roofing • Remodeling

• Additions • Renovations

651-222-8701525 Ohio Street

Lic. #4690

Sign Up for 
E-Mail News 

from SHA
Aside from the new SHA Web site,
SHA is working hard to improve 
communications by creating an email
contact list for important announce-
ments (issues, events, meetings) that 
are time sensitive.  If you want to be 
on the email list, go to our web site
homepage at ww.summithillassocia-
tion.org, click on “Electronic News”
and enter your information.  All email
listings are private and messages will
be sent out with all addresses in the
blind.

The Fall Summit Hill Neighborhood
Garage Sale is coming soon on
Saturday, October 7th from 9 a.m. until
mid-afternoon.  

Buying used goods saves money and
gives you a chance to help the environ-
ment by recycling.  Selling used items
helps you clean out your attic, basement
or garage and if you can’t sell it or don’t
want to keep it, bring it to the
Neighborhood Cleanup Day the follow-
ing Saturday. 

Please note: Participating sales will
need to pick up their flyers and posters
at the SHA office after Thursday,
October 5th.  Additional flyers with the
locations of all participating sales and
the categories of items for sale will be
available for the general public to pick
up at the information table outside the
SHA office in the Linwood Community
Center starting Thursday, October 5th.
On the day of the sale, each sale location
will also have flyers made available.

For more information about the garage
sale, call the SHA office at 222-1222.

Curbside
Recycling: 
Every 
Friday; 
recycling 
must be out on
the curb by 7am

Summit Hill Fall
Progressive Supper
Registration Form
Saturday, November 11th, 6:00 to 11:00 p.m.

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone number: ________________________________________________________

Please indicate 1st and 2nd choices for the course you wish to serve, and the
number of people to be served (minimum 8, including the hosts):

1st  2nd
Choice Choice Number to be served:

_____ _____ Social Hour (6:00 – 7:00 p.m.) _______________

_____ _____ Soup or Salad (7:15 – 8:15 p.m.) _______________

_____ _____ Main Course (8:30 – 9:45 p.m.) _______________

_____ _____ Dessert (10:00 – 11:00 p.m.) _______________

Enclose a check for $5 made out to the Summit Hill Association and mail it with
this completed form to: Ethelyn Rupp, 1011 Goodrich Ave., St. Paul, MN  55105

Meet Your 
Neighbors, Share 

a Great Meal
on Nov. 11

FALL PROGRESSIVE SUPPER
Twice a year, in April and November, the Summit Hill Association sponsors this
wonderful event.  The evening consists of four courses, each of which is served in a
different home.  Neighbors visit a different host home for social hour (appetizers),
soup or salad, main course, and dessert.  Each participating household serves one
course to six to twelve guests.  It’s a great opportunity to meet new Summit Hill
residents, and to reconnect with familiar neighbors.  And, of course, the food is
always fabulous!

The Fall Progressive Supper is slated for Saturday, November 11th.  Cost for partic-
ipation in the supper is $5.00 per household. To participate, please complete the
form below, include a check for $5.00 (made out to SHA) and mail to:

Ethelyn Rupp
1011 Goodrich Avenue
Saint Paul, MN  55105.

For more information, or to reserve space by phone, please call Ethelyn Rupp at
227-1563 or Tammy Haas at 227-4023. 

The deadline for registration is November 1st.

i

What a Great Way to
Clean the House!

Neighborhood
Garage 

Sale
Oct. 7

857 Grand Ave. at Victoria • www.Billysongrand.com • 292-9140

Family Dining in 
a Relaxed Atmosphere



views of the mill ruins, mill pond and
stream ravine.  Due to the Depression
of 1893 and the depreciation of real
estate values, the Park Board rescind-
ed the Ridgewood Park plans in 1894

when local property
owners opposed the
assessments to acquire
the land.  

For nearly 40 years the
land was used as a
local dump, but was
regraded to create the
park we know today
in 1929 – with play-
fields, tennis courts,
and skating rink.  An
old railroad box car
was added in 1953 as a
warming house, and
in 1966 a new recre-
ation center was built.
Today’s recreation

center was built in 1992 – now a
vibrant community gathering place
with activities for all ages including
organized sports, pre-school, wellness
and fitness classes, a local polling sta-
tion and a home for the Summit Hill
Association.   

If you would like to share your stories
of neighborhood history, or have old
photos of the neighborhood to share
(1890-1970’s), please contact Gabrielle
Horner, gabehorner@comcast.net or
651-698-5223.Photo courtesy of Saint
Paul Parks and Recreation.
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Are you having trouble seeing to
cross the street, by foot or by car,
because your view is blocked by
parked cars? 

It is against the law to
park within:
• 30 feet of a stop sign or traffic 

light
• 20 feet of a sidewalk at an 

intersection
• 10 feet of a fire hydrant 
• 5 feet from alleys and driveways

Call St. Paul Parking Enforcement
at 266-5585 for problem parkers
and help make the neighborhood
safer for pedestrians AND drivers.

Don’t Park
Too Close
to Corners

WINDSHIELD
REMINDER

Please cut out this flyer and
use it to help educate drivers 

Summit Hill pedestrian
safety lawn signs are
available now for $5
each. 
Send a check made out to the Summit
Hill Association, along with the infor-
mation below to: 
The Summit Hill Association 
860 St. Clair Avenue., St. Paul, MN
55105
For more information, call the office: 
651-222-1222.

Name: ____________________________

Address: __________________________

__________________________________

Phone: ___________________________

Qty of signs: ________    

Amount enclosed: $_______

i

“The romance of a city is best
expressed in its park system…parks
form the setting for the beauty of the
whole city…and are the rendezvous
for the leisure moments of man,” 
- St. Paul Superintendent
of Parks, George Nason.
1930.  

This rare 1923 photo of
Crocus Place/Crocus
Triangle Park (Goodrich
& Dale, dedicated 1883)
has the only known image
of the park fountain
remembered by Dr. Bill
Hollinshead (b. 1912), a
founding member of the
Summit Hill Association,
descendent of Territorial
legislator Edmund Rice,
and Goodrich Avenue res-
ident since 1940.  As a
young boy, Dr.
Hollinshead played in the fountain
with his hand whittled wooden boats,
and remembers horse-drawn fruit
vendor carts watering their horses
from the bubbling fountain.  Although
the fountain was destroyed by the
early 1930’s, the park now has
renewed beauty from flowers planted
by passionately committed volunteers
living nearby.

Linwood Park & Playground – (St.
Clair & Victoria, created in 1909,
named for the linden tree and origi-
nally called Haldeman Park) is a rem-
nant of a failed proposal for

Ridgewood Park (1891).  In 1854,
Minnesota pioneer John K. Ayd pur-
chased 160 acres between present day
Randolph and St. Clair Avenues,
Victoria Street and Lexington

Parkway from the U.S. government ,
and built the first and only corn grist
mill in Reserve Township. Ayd sold
the mill in 1866, but the subsequent
owner did not succeed financially and
the mill property was foreclosed in
1878.

In 1887, upon the recommendation of
Horace Cleveland, the newly formed
Board of Park Commissioners began
proceedings to acquire 18 acres for
“Ridgewood Park” (an area bound by
Milton, Oxford, and Pleasant Avenue
- now I-35E), with its picturesque

Happenings In

Board of Directors – 
Run for office! Help lead the Summit Hill
Association on a dynamic 21-member
Board.

Block Leader – 
Share your interests, leadership skills and
enthusiasm with your neighbors  become 
a Block Leader.  Block  Clubs build commu-
nity, enhance the  quality of  neighborhood
life, and reduce crime. Count on SHA sup-
port to help you.

Building Clubs- 
Create a network of neighbors within your
apartment house or condo to reduce crime
and enhance your living experience.

Communications - 
Add your writing talent to the publication
of The Summit newsletter.

Lost Fountain at Crocus Place/Crocus Triangle Park, St. Paul

Summit Hill’s Parks of the Past
By Gabrielle Horner

Summit Hill Volunteer Opportunities
“Because strong neighborhoods don’t just happen – 

they result from the hard work of many volunteer residents, just like you.”

Ways You Can Help:
Gardening Club - 
Preserve our special landscaping at the
Linwood Recreation Center!  Plus, help 
coordinate our Neighborhood Gardening
Awards and Plant Exchange. 

Pedestrian Safety & Traffic Calming – 
Add your ideas on finding solutions to long-
standing concerns about pedestrian safety
and traffic.

SHA Office - 
Provide tech support services for Dell com-
puters from time to time.

PLEASE CALL TODAY !
Summit Hill Association (651) 222-1222 or

email: summithill@visi.com
www.summithillassociation.org

Gifts for the spirited!!
There is a labor of love and story to listen and appreciate. Visit us to see the Himalayan Arts 
and Crafts. You will surely find something precious that will be treasured for a long time!!

Tibet Arts
1051 Grand Ave, St. Paul, MN 55105

(651) 224-0600         tibetarts@gmail.com
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Award Winning Ribs

651-222-7345
6 9 5  G r a n d  A v e n u e ,  S a i n t  P a u l ,  M i n n e s o t a

w w w . d i x i e s o n g r a n d . c o m

Crime Prevention Connection
LIVE IN AN APARTMENT? A
CONDO?
Did you know that over 50% of the resi-
dential dwellings in Summit Hill neigh-
borhoods are apartments or condos.  A
significant number of apartment
dwellers have lived in the same apart-
ment, or an apartment nearby, for many
years. Often area homeowners downsize
to condos in this neighborhood.
Whether you own or rent, the Summit
Hill Association (SHA) wants your voice
to be heard. SHA values the unique con-
cerns of renters and condo residents.  

If you currently live in an apartment or
condo, consider becoming a Building
Club Leader and starting a network of
neighbors to improve the quality of
your life, your neighborhood, your com-
munity and help assure that your
unique concerns are addressed.

Starting a Building Club is easy.  If you
already live in a condo your association
probably already meets from time to
time.  As a Building Club leader you
will receive important crime prevention
information and crime alert updates on
a regular basis from the SHA Office to
share with your association/building
neighbors.  If you live in an apartment
all you need to do is to tap into a net-
work of other residents by having an
initial organizational meeting.  

As a Building Club Leader you can relay
the information you will receive from
SHA to other building residents to keep
them informed.  You can also convey
the concerns of your fellow building or
condo residents back to the SHA office.
After the initial meeting, Building Clubs
generally meet a couple of times a year
to update residents on crime prevention
issues especially those related to apart-
ment and condo living. 

Of course getting to know your neigh-
bors and socializing are Building Club
benefits!  National studies repeatedly
demonstrate that crime in an area
decreases when neighbors look out for
each other even casually.  Knowing that
neighbors know you and will help if
you experience a problem can be very
reassuring and greatly improve the
quality of your life.

The SHA Office will help you with all
the details of getting a Building Club
started and provide on-going informa-
tion and support.  Your time investment
will be minimal, your satisfaction, con-
siderable!

Rental Property Owner Alert:  Having
more satisfied residents may encourage
having residents stay longer saving you
time and money!  Give me a call soon
and let me help you discover the bene-
fits of Block Clubs for your properties.
You might just experience an increased
demand for your units by building a
reputation for safety. You can gain the
peace of mind that comes from spend-
ing more time on routine management
and less on crisis control.

Hi Neighbor!
Call 651-222-1222 for
further information
Mark the date,
Tuesday, October 3,
2006 at 6pm for the
Ramsey County
Judges Forum to be
held at the newly
opened Rondo
Library, Dale and
University avenues.
This community
forum sponsored by the St Paul Police
Department and Ramsey County will
address numerous “quality of life”
issues in area neighborhoods including
the problems of criminal recidivism,
repeat offenders and judicial sentencing
guidelines.  All are welcome to attend.

Copies of the “Welcome to
Summit Hill” new neighbor booklet
are available in a limited supply in the
SHA Office. 

HOME ALONE?
If your children are coming home from
school and spending time alone, here
are some safety reminders for parents
and children:  
• As soon as your child is able, teach 

them how to dial 911 on all your 
phones, cell and land lines.

• Post emergency numbers near all your
phones including numbers of      
family & trusted neighbors.

• Remind your child never tell a caller 
they are home alone.

• Secure your child’s house key in a safe
place, preferably a chain necklace 
around the child’s neck, rather than 
an outside hiding place.

• Teach children to always keep outside
doors locked ……..even when parents
are home!

• Remind children to never open the 
door for someone they do not know 
and to call 911 immediately if a 

stranger comes to the door with a 
problem.

• Always leave the house immediately 
to call 911 from elsewhere if a fire is

suspected.
With just a few simple precautions you
can help empower children and assure
their safety.

Friendly Reminder
This is a feature of crime & information
updates from the SPPD.

A recent Minneapolis
Star & Tribune article,
“Serious strategies to
fight America’s crime
problem”, (August 17,

2006) by David Kennedy,
Director of the Center for

Crime Prevention and
Control at John Jay
College of Criminal
Justice, City University
of New York noted that

“A staggering 2 million people are now
incarcerated in the United States and
about 5 million are on probation and
parole” and yet crime rates increase.

St Paul Police Chief John Harrington
has repeatedly stated that
his department with just
more than 500 sworn offi-
cers is understaffed. In a
recent issue of “BOLO” 
(Be On the Lookout) a 
publication of the St Paul
Police Federation, an 
editorial by David Titus,
BOLO’s president  states
that “FBI statistics show 
the Midwest cities our size
have an average of 3.5 cops
per thousand population.
Using a population of
287,000 (St Paul population
estimate) we should have
1,004 cops.  Currently we
have 571 cops (recent 
graduates of the Police
Academy included) and
that is a 1.99/1000 ratio. 
Up until now, the skill of
our cops and the assistance
and respect of our commu-
nity has allowed us to 
operate with fewer num-
bers…Officers can only
exert maximum effort so
long without help before
they burn out.” Chief
Harrington has asserted
publicly many times that

Have an Idea?
Let Us Know!

If you have an idea for improving our 
community please share it by contacting
the SHA by mail, e-mail, web site or phone.
See the front cover for contact information.

The ‘Hill Area
more police officers are needed to make
the department more proactive (versus
reactive!) in fighting crime.  

Given the current funding level in most
cities including St Paul and the preva-
lence of social factors that drive criminal
behavior – poverty, drugs, inequality
and racism among them, these issues
are not destined to go away soon.  Now
more that ever citizens need to be proac-
tive in fighting crime in their own
neighborhoods by joining with other
neighbors in Block & Building Clubs
and by alerting police promptly when-
ever possible to criminal activity. You
may also want to contact your political
representatives and let them know your
thoughts.

Remember to call the police non-emer-
gency line, 651-291-1111, whenever you
observe potentially criminal suspicious
behavior or 911 in an emergency.

Diane Hilden
Crime Prevention Coordinator
cpcsummithill@visi.com
www.summithillassociation.org




