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Summit Hill/District 16 Neighborhood Plan Approved!
Active resident and business support made the difference

On February 15, 2006, the St. Paul City
Council approved, on a 5 to 1 vote, the
District 16 Neighborhood Plan, as pro-
posed by the Summit Hill Association.
Nearly 100 people attended the hearing
in support of the plan.  This strong
showing and thousands of hours of hard
work by hundreds of people over the
past 3  years made this approval possi-
ble.  A big thank you to everyone who
participated in some way.  These efforts
sent a positive message that a thought-
ful community voice still matters in St.
Paul.

The elements of the plan which were
under debate and were ultimately
approved are as follows.

Scale and Height Limits
Adopt limitations on the height and
scale on new buildings on East Grand
Avenue in an overlay district, as fol-
lows:
1. Limit new buildings to a footprint of 

25,000 square feet or less.

2. Limit new building total size, above 
ground, to 75,000 square feet or less, 
including parking

3. Limit building height to three (3) 
stories, or to thirty feet (30') for 
commercial projects and to thirty-six 
feet (36') for mixed commercial and 
residential projects, whichever is 
lower.  No additional height will be 
allowed, even with setbacks.

Independent Businesses
SHA recommends implementing mech-
anisms for supporting and retaining
small, locally-owned businesses. Such
mechanisms may include, for example,
the adoption of standards to limit the
number of formula business establish-
ments on East Grand Avenue, cam-
paigns by the community to promote
small businesses, or an assessment dis-
trict to subsidize small, independent
businesses. The City will conduct a
study on where and how to support
independent businesses, which may
result in changes to code or procedures.

Sign-up Now
for the
Spring

Progressive
Supper!

SEE P.2 FOR DETAILS

+

At its March 9th Board meeting, the
Summit Hill Association/District 16
Planning Council voted to join the
District Councils Collaborative of St.
Paul and Minneapolis (DCC) recently
formed to involve citizens in light rail
planning along the Central Corridor.
Though District 16 does not abut the
corridor, SHA Board members spoke of
the need to be involved in the planning
as it is likely that traffic will increase in
our district due to the development of
light rail down University Avenue.
SHA Board members Linda Winsor and
Dianna Krogstad will represent District
16 on the DCC.  Before the March 9th
vote, eight St Paul District Councils and
three Minneapolis Neighborhood

Associations comprised the collabora-
tive association designed to facilitate
neighborhood participation in shaping
the direction of future Central Corridor
transit development.  

The District Councils Collaborative of 
St. Paul and Minneapolis (DCC) was
formed to help neighborhoods navigate
through the complex web of information
and planning processes, and ensure that
the needs and interests of residents and
businesses are fully represented in
Central Corridor transit decisions.
Faced with the extraordinary scale and
complexity of the eleven-mile-long tran-
sit project, the District Councils conclud-
ed that a joint effort was required to
help local communities participate in a

District 16 Plan continued on p.2

Design Standards
Adopt TN2 design standards for East
Grand Avenue in an overlay district.
These design standards reinforce
human-scale building characteristics,
promote quality in architectural materi-
als, reinforce a pedestrian-focused
streetscape, promote underground park-
ing for mixed use developments, and
visually-screened surface parking for
smaller, single-use developments, and
promote signage that is consistent with
building architecture and business func-
tion, and complements the eclectic
nature of the avenue. 

Parking
Eliminate the "Rule of Five" parking reg-
ulation from East Grand Avenue.

Now the final step in the plan adoption
process is underway. The City Council
approved the plan in concept, but City
Planning staff must now draft the ordi-
nances to make the plan legal.  These
ordinances will go back through

Planning Commission and City Council
review process to be adopted.  The esti-
mated timeline for this process follows:

April
1. City staff prepares amendment to 

the zoning ordinance creating the 
Grand Avenue zoning overlay.

2. Zoning ordinance sent to SHA for 
review.

3. Planning Commission’s 
Neighborhood and Current Planning
Committee (NCPC) reviews the draft
ordinance.  NCPC makes recommen-
dation to the Planning Commission, 
which then sets a public hearing 
about 30 days later.

May-June
1. Planning Commission (PC) public 

hearing held to take comments on 
draft ordinance.  PC then sends 
ordinance back to the NCPC, with 

knowledgeable and meaningful way in
the planning and building process.  So
the Collaborative was formed to serve
as the combined voice of the District
Councils and Neighborhood
Associations on Central Corridor transit
issues.   

With increasing talk of rapid transit
coming to University Avenue, people
who live, work or shop along the
avenue have many questions about
what changes will take place and how
their lives will be affected by what
Mayor Chris Coleman has called "the
largest project our city has seen in a
generation".  The Collaborative is
uniquely positioned to address these

Summit Hill Votes to Join 
New Central Corridor Organization 
Collaborative Formed to Involve Citizens in Light Rail Planning

Central Corridor Organization cont. on p.2
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Take Caution in 
Crosswalks

Even though state law requires
motorists to stop and yield the right-
of-way to pedestrians at all marked
and unmarked intersections where
traffic control signals are not in oper-
ation, please take caution when
crossing any street.  No stop sign or
crosswalk ever stopped a motorist
who didn’t want to stop!  

If you experience or witness
motorists violating this law, call the
St. Paul Police Department non-
emergency number at 651-291-1111
(so that there is a record of the inci-
dent) and call the Summit Hill
Association at 222-1222.

Why does the Minnesota cross-
walk law exist?
Each year in our country, approxi-
mately 6,000 pedestrians are killed
and up to 100,000 are injured in
motor vehicle crashes.  In 1997, 58
pedestrians were killed and 1,434
were injured in Minnesota.

What is the penalty for 
breaking this law?
A person who violates Minnesota’s
pedestrian law is guilty of a misde-
meanor and may be sentenced to 90
days in jail or required to pay a $700
fine, or both.

Let 
Them 
Cross 

Safely.
Think of the Impact 
You Could Make.
Stop for Pedestrians. 

It’s the Law!

SHA News and
the PC hearing comments, for the 
Committee to review, revise if 
necessary and make recommend-
ation again to the Planning 
Commission.

2. NCPC meets, reviews, revises if 
necessary and make recommend-
ation to Planning Commission. 

3. Planning Commission considers 
NCPC recommendation and votes to 
forward a Planning Commission 
resolution for action to the Mayor for
review - who refers it on to the City 
Council for review. 

4. Based on the Planning Commission 
recommendation and the Mayor’s 
input, Planning staff makes revisions
to the draft ordinance and forwards 
on to the City Council. 

July-August
1. City Council puts the ordinance on 

its agenda for four reading (third 
reading is the public hearing) 

2. City Council votes at its fourth 
reading whether to approve or deny 
the ordinance. 

You can contact our office or check the
website for updates on this process.  If
you are interested in helping see this
plan through its final stage, please let us
know.

i

Have you heard about the Summit Hill Association’s Progressive Supper?  It’s
been a neighborhood tradition for over twenty years.  Twice a year, in April and
November, the Summit Hill Association sponsors this wonderful event.  The
evening consists of four courses, each of which is served in a different home.
Neighbors visit a different host home for social hour (appetizers), soup or salad,
main course, and dessert.  Each participating household serves one course to six to
twelve guests.  It’s a great opportunity to meet new Summit Hill residents, and to
reconnect with familiar neighbors.  And, of course, the food is always fabulous!

The Spring Progressive Supper is slated for Saturday, April 29.  Cost for participa-
tion in the supper is $5.00 per household. To participate, please complete the form
below, include a check for $5.00 (made out to SHA) and mail to:

Ethelyn Rupp • 1011 Goodrich Avenue • Saint Paul, MN  55105.

For more information, or to reserve space by phone, please call Ethelyn Rupp at 227-
1563 or Tammy Haas at 227-4023. The deadline for registration is April 19.

District 16 Plan
Continued from p.1

How Are 
We Doing?

As we publish each issue of The Summit
newsletter, we are always looking for
ways to improve the newsletter that we
send to you – our readers.  Please take a
moment to send us your suggestions,
criticism and kudo (we’ll take those
too!) as to what you think about 
The Summit.  Our email address is
summithill@visi.com and our address is
860 St. Clair Ave.  Thanks.  The Editors

The 2006 
SHA Board

Eduardo Barrera, 1083 Osceola Avenue
Nancy Breymeier, 745 Grand Avenue
Merritt Clapp-Smith, 785 Goodrich Ave.
Dan Dobson, 801 Goodrich Avenue
Maureen Flahavan, 1073 Lincoln Avenue
Tammy Haas, 1037 Lincoln Avenue
Eric Hedberg, 1021 Lincoln Avenue
Chris Jozniak, 42 St. Albans St. S., #6
Rob Kost, 931 Osceola Avenue
Dianna Krogstad, 745 Grand Avenue
Alisa Lein 894 Grand Avenue, #304
Jaimee Lucke, 1184 Fairmount Avenue
Marcia Odman, 969 Goodrich Avenue
Dave Ramberg, 1080 Fairmount Avenue
Debra Rathman, 775 Fairmount Avenue
Chad Skally, 624 Grand Avenue
Rick Smith, 1096 Goodrich Avenue
Elizabeth Wefel, 977 Goodrich Avenue, #4
Todd Wichman, 870 Osceola Avenue
Linda Winsor, 708 Goodrich Avenue

Spring Progressive Supper Registration
Saturday, April 29, 6:00 to 11:00 p.m.

Name(s): ______________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

Phone number: ____________________ email: _____________________________

Please indicate 1st and 2nd choices for the course you wish to serve, and the
number of people to be served (minimum 8, including the hosts):
1st  2nd
Choice Choice Number to be served:
_____ _____ Social Hour (6:00 – 7:00 p.m.) _______________
_____ _____ Soup or Salad (7:15 – 8:15 p.m.) _______________
_____ _____ Main Course (8:30 – 9:45 p.m.) _______________
_____ _____ Dessert (10:00 – 11:00 p.m.) _______________

Enclose a check for $5 made out to the Summit Hill Association and mail it with
this completed form to: Ethelyn Rupp, 1011 Goodrich Ave., St. Paul, MN  55105

Pizza and Hot Hoagies
•  Unlimited Pizza Combination
•  9 Varieties of Hoagies
•  Spectacular Salads  •  Cookies

Off-street parking - 45 car lot!

SELBY & DALE 651 224-3350

HOURS:
Mon.-Thurs. 11AM-10PM

Fri. & Sat. 11AM-1AM

Sun. 11AM-10PM

questions; the member District Councils
bring years of experience in working on
local issues, facilitating broad-based
community dialogue, identifying local
concerns, and advocating for policies to
benefit their neighborhoods.     

To identify community concerns, the
Collaborative will reach out to a broad
range of groups and individuals, with
particular efforts being made to ensure
that under-represented populations are
included in discussions and decision-
making.  Because the proposed new
transit route will cross neighborhood
boundaries and profoundly affect the
lives of people all along the corridor, we
see this as an opportunity to engage tra-
ditionally disenfranchised groups in a
knowledgeable and meaningful way, as
they come to recognize the significance
of the changes that transit will bring to
their neighborhoods.
The District Councils Collaborative is

beginning the process of hiring a staff
person to research transit options, track
key decision points, facilitate neighbor-
hood dialogue, and advocate for policies
to benefit the diversity of communities
along the corridor. The next meeting of
the District Councils Collaborative will
be on Wednesday, March 15, 2006 at
7:00 pm in the District Councils
Collaborative conference room, Suite 7,
1954 University Avenue, St. Paul.

Central
Corridor

Organization
Continued from p.1

Meet Your Neighbors,
Share a Great Meal!
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2006
SHA MEETINGS

& EVENTS

THE SUMMIT Staff 
Jeff Roy - writer/editor. 
Thanks to all 
contributing 
writers. 
Margie Njus - Ad Sales. 
Graphics & layout by 
Becky Siekmeier 
of Grand Graphics.

• Meetings are held in the Linwood 
Community Center, 860 St. Clair Avenue

• Dates and times may change - call SHA office to
confirm: 651-222-1222

• Executive Committee:  last Thursday, 3 PM 
• Board of Directors: 2nd Thursday, 7 PM
• Pedest. Safety/Traffic Calming: 2nd Mon.7 PM
• Zoning/Land Use: 1st Thursday, 7 PM (not 

monthly; call to confirm schedule)

Recycling: Every Friday, 7 am

APRIL
10 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
13 Board of Directors
27 Executive Committee
29 Spring Progressive Supper

MAY
6 Spring Garage Sale
8 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming

11 Board of Directors
11 Summit Newsletter Deadline
13 Annual Neighborhood Cleanup
25 Executive Committee

JUNE
4 Grand Old Day
8 Board of Directors

12 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
29 Executive Committee

JULY
10 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
13 Summit Newsletter Deadline
13 Board of Directors
27 Executive Committee

AUGUST
10 Board of Directors
14 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
31 Executive Committee

SEPTEMBER
7 Summit Newsletter Deadline

11 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming
14 Board of Directors
28 Executive Committee

OCTOBER
7 Fall Garage Sale
8 Summit Hill House Tour
9 Pedestrian Safety/Traffic Calming

12 Annual Meeting and Elections
28 Executive Committee

NOVEMBER
9 Board of Directors
9 Summit newsletter deadline

11 Fall Progressive Supper

Event Updates

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:

NOON, MAY 11

NILLES
Builders Inc.

• Roofing • Remodeling

• Additions • Renovations

651-222-8701525 Ohio Street

Lic. #4690

857 Grand Ave. at Victoria • www.Billysongrand.com • 292-9140

Family Dining in a Relaxed Atmosphere
Join Billy’s Lunch Club! When you have lunch with us

four times, the fifth one is Free! (Value up to $7.95)

The annual Summit Hill Neighborhood
Cleanup will be held on Saturday, May
13th from 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Residents from District 16 are encour-
aged to clean out their garages, base-
ments, attics and yards and bring
unwanted items for disposal and recy-
cling to the cleanup site on Pleasant
Avenue between the Ramsey County
compost site and Victoria Avenue.

Items such as concrete, construc-
tion debris, scrap metals, fluores-
cent light bulbs, and reusable and
broken household goods will be
collected for a $5 to $15 gate fee
(depending on size of vehicle) at

May 13th Cleanup - Help Make the
Neighborhood Shine!

the entrance to the cleanup site.  
Additional items such as small electron-
ics, and tires will be collected for a small
fee ($5-$15).  As always, there will also
be a special site for reusable items which
are free for the taking.  Donations to
help defray the costs of the cleanup will
be welcomed.  Proof of residency (such
as a driver’s license or utility bill) in
District 16 will be required for all drop-
offs.  

For additional information about the
cleanup consult the flyer that will be
mailed to all District 16 residents closer
to the cleanup date or call the SHA
office at 222-1222.

The cleanup is a perfect opportunity to
organize your block for an alley, boule-
vard, or park cleanup.  We can help you
print flyers for your block if you choose
to plan a block cleanup event.

Volunteers Needed That Day!
As in years past, we are looking for vol-
unteers to help with sorting and moni-
toring the drop off site.  It would be
great to see some new people helping
out those faithful volunteers who show
up year after year.  If you can help,
please call the SHA office at 222-1222 to
sign up for a 3-1/2 hour shift of work.
Volunteers will be rewarded with a free
lunch and free disposal of one load of
materials.

What a Great Way to Clean the House!  May 6th

Summit Hill Neighborhood Garage Sale
The Summit Hill Association will once
again sponsor a spring neighborhood
garage sale on Saturday, May 6 from 9
a.m. until mid-afternoon.  

Buying used goods saves money and
gives you a chance to help the environ-
ment by recycling.  Selling used items
helps you clean out your attic basement
or garage and if you can’t sell it or don’t
want to keep it, bring it to the
Neighborhood Cleanup Day the follow-
ing Saturday. 

Participation fee!
This year, the participation fee has
increased to $15 fee for which participat-
ing households will receive copies of the
Sale Site Listings flyer prior to the sale
(also available to the community), two
bright yellow "Summit Hill Garage Sale"
posters, and advertising metro wide.
SHA advertises the sale in the two daily
city-wide newspapers, in smaller neigh-
borhood papers and on the SHA web-
site.  Participating residents coordinate
and staff their own garage sales and
retain all proceeds.  Consider having
your own sale or join together with a
neighbor.  We must have 20 participants
in order to hold the sale.  If you wish to
participate, please fill out the form
below and send it to the SHA office by
Friday, April 28th.  If you have an email
address, please include it so we can con-
tact you easier.

Please note: Participants will need to
pick up their flyers and posters at the
SHA office after Thursday, May 4th.

Additional flyers with the locations of
all participating sales and the categories
of items for sale will be available for the
general public to pick up at the informa-
tion table outside the SHA office in the
Linwood Community Center starting

Thursday, May 4th.  On the day of the
sale, each sale location will also have
flyers made available.

For more information about the garage
sale, call the SHA office at 222-1222.

Garage Sale Sign-Up Sheet
Name ____________________________________ Phone______________________

Address of Sale ________________________________________________________

Email Address ______________________________________

Any special directions to reach your sale? _________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Check items you will have for sale:

__maternity clothing __toys
__women’s clothing __sports equipment
__children’s clothing __cassettes/records/CDs/DVDs
__men’s clothing __dishes/household wares
__baby clothing __appliances
__baby items __garden/yard equip.
__furniture __ miscellaneous
__antiques __collectibles
__Other_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

To be included on the list of sales, 
you must return this form with $15 by Friday, April 28th 

Checks should be made out to the Summit Hill Association, and sent to 
860 St. Clair Avenue, St. Paul, MN  55105.   

Thank you.

i

• Additions • Remodeling
• Renovations • Roofing
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Computer Repair & Configuration

Michael Jurayj

651.293.8000

HOUSEcalls
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Are you having trouble seeing to
cross the street, by foot or by car,
because your view is blocked by
parked cars? 

It is against the law to
park within:
• 30 feet of a stop sign or traffic 

light
• 20 feet of a sidewalk at an 

intersection
• 10 feet of a fire hydrant 
• 5 feet from alleys and driveways

Call St. Paul Parking Enforcement
at 266-5585 for problem parkers
and help make the neighborhood
safer for pedestrians AND drivers.

Don’t Park
Too Close
to Corners

WINDSHIELD
REMINDER

Please cut out this flyer and
use it to help educate drivers 

Summit Hill pedestrian
safety lawn signs are
available now for $5
each. 
Send a check made out to the Summit
Hill Association, along with the infor-
mation below to: 
The Summit Hill Association 
860 St. Clair Avenue., St. Paul, MN
55105
For more information, call the office: 
651-222-1222.

Name: ____________________________

Address: __________________________

__________________________________

Phone: ___________________________

Qty of signs: ________    

Amount enclosed: $_______

i

SHA News and
It’s Coming Later This Fall:

“These Old Houses”
2006 Summit Hill House Tour

The Summit Hill House Tour is set for Sunday, October 8, 2006.  Many gen-
erous neighbors will open their unique and beautiful homes for this walk-
ing tour of our historic neighborhood.  Visitors will experience a wide
array of houses and condominiums and interiors and architectural styles.
We are still looking at houses for the tour, so if you would be
interested in having your house on this fabulous tour, please
call the SHA office at 651-222-1222. It is a fun experience and a
great motivator to get those little projects done!

Since it began in 1972, the Summit Hill House Tour has been a highlight
for tourists and local residents alike.  It remains one of the most popular
historic house tours in Minnesota and draws visitors from all over the
state and the upper Midwest.  The Summit Hill Association relies on this
biennial fund-raiser to support all of its activities including neighborhood
crime prevention, citizen participation in zoning and other neighborhood
planning activities, recycling and public space initiatives.   

Volunteers will be needed!
To have a successful event and neighborhood fundraiser, we need your
assistance on the day of the House Tour.  Benefits and responsibilities are
as follows:
• Work one 3-1/2 hour shift in one of the homes.  Your duties will be 

simple and will be clearly explained.  
• Receive a Summit Hill House Tour T-shirt and a free ticket for the tour.
• As a volunteer you will be allowed access into the houses without 

having to wait in line.
• Work and tour with your friends. We will arrange to have you and 

your friends volunteer in the same house if you request it.
• All volunteers are invited to a picnic after the tour to help us celebrate 

our hard work and success.
To volunteer, go to the SHA website now at www.summithillassocia-
tion.org, click on House Tour in the side menu and follow the link to fill
out the volunteer form.   Remember to click "submit" when form is com-
plete.  Or you can complete and send in the following form.  You will
receive confirmation by mail after we receive the information requested
below.

SHA Website – 
A Good Source for

Neighborhood
Information

Established in June 2004, the Summit Hill
Association Website at www.summithillassocia-
tion.org has grown in its ability to keep you up to
date on neighborhood and city resources, Summit
Hill events and opportunities for you to partici-
pate in the health and vitality of your community.
Check us out and bookmark the address for future
reference!  In addition, we encourage residents to
subscribe to the Electronic News List on the home
page that provide up-to-date announcements on
late-breaking events, public meetings and issues. 

Among others things, the SHA Website has links
and resource information on crime prevention,
senior services, recycling, neighborhood improve-
ment projects, a calendar of events and The Summit
newsletter.  Links connect you to the City of St.
Paul, the Grand Avenue Business Association and
other sites of interest to Summit Hill residents.  In
2006, look for photographs previewing homes on
the Summit Hill House Tour (next SHA Tour is
October 8, 2006) – this is our major fund raiser for
the Summit Hill Association.

If you have suggestions on how we can improve
the website site or on any other neighborhood con-
cern, go to the “Contact SHA” link on the home
page and give us your thoughts! 

2006 Summit Hill House Tour 
Volunteer Form
Fill out this form and send it to:

860 St. Clair Avenue, St. Paul, MN  55105

Name ________________________________________________________

T-shirt sizes for you (adult sizes): M L XL XXL

Address ______________________________________________________

Phone number ____________________________

E-mail ________________________________________________________

Do you want to work with a friend(s)?_______

Name(s) of Friends:

________________________________________  Size t-shirt: ___________

________________________________________  Size t-shirt: ___________

________________________________________  Size t-shirt: ___________

i
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We are happy to present this offer to our 
Summit Hill Neighbors...

1/2% above any current CD Rate!
We’d like to get to know you better!

New Money only! Special does not apply to renewal rate. $1000 Minimum Deposit - $50,000 Maximum Deposit. Penalty may
be imposed for early withdrawal. Other restrictions may apply. Limited time offer.

Must bring this advertisement to qualify for this special rate!
Member FDIC

BankBetter. BankCherokee.                        www.bankcherokee.com

985 Grand Avenue Saint Paul, MN 55105      Call us for current rates 651.291.6265
®

Welcome Spring!
Hot Cross
Buns
Every Friday beginning
March 24, and every
day during Holy Week.

534 Selby Avenue
⁄⁄/2 blocks east of Dale

651-221-1057
www.stpaulbread.com

Honey
Bunnies!

Wednesdays and
Fridays, then every day
from April 7 – 16.

Lemon Rolls
Fridays and Saturdays,
beginning March 24.

A heartfelt “thank you” goes out to the
following neighbors and businesses
who have generously contributed to the
2005 Summit Hill Association’s annual
appeal (as of March 10th).  The contri-
butions will help us pay for projects and
services that benefit the entire neighbor-
hood.

Though charitable giving has been
reduced for many organizations due to
the economy, national and international
crises, we have been fortunate to have
surpassed our 2004 contribution totals.
We appreciate your generosity under
these conditions. SHA depends on con-
tribution from this annual appeal and
the biannual House Tour to supplement
our city grant that only partially covers
our yearly expenses. So, if you have not
yet sent in your 2005 donation, please
do so today.  If we accidentally forgot
your name, please give us a call and let
us know.  

If you were unable to contribute this
year due to limited income we appreci-
ate your response to the questionnaire
that accompanied our annual appeal.
Your remarks and suggestions and
those of all respondents to the question-
naire were helpful and, often, reward-
ing.   Thank you for your contributions
and support.

Sustainers
Acropol Inn – Dionysius Apostolou,

As what little snow we have had fades
away, the street construction season in
District 16 west of Victoria begins. As
described in several past issues of The
Summit, many of the residential streets
and avenues in our district, west of
Victoria, will be rebuilt starting this
spring and lasting through the end of
fall. The project is a part of the city’s
long-term effort to rebuild city streets in
small sections at a time – it’s called the
Residential Street Vitality Paving
Program (RSVP).  The following streets
scheduled for rebuilding are:

• Three north-south streets – Oxford 
and Chatsworth from St. Clair to 
Summit and Milton from Benhill to 
Summit.  

• Six east-west avenues will be rebuilt: 
Linwood, Osceola, and Goodrich from
Victoria to Lexington; Lombard from 
Milton to Lexington; Fairmount from 
Victoria to Oxford; and Lincoln from 
Victoria to Ayd Mill Road.  

• Sections of streets not included in this 
list have been rebuilt during the sewer
separation in 1990 or for other rea-
sons.

Recently, you should have received a
letter from St. Paul Department of
Public Works alerting you to a City
Council public hearing on April 5th at
which time the 2006 District 16 Street
Rebuilding Project will be formally
approved.  Your specific assessment
amount for this project was also noted
in that mailing.  In May, you will receive
another mailing from the city which will
include contact names and numbers for
answering questions you might have
during the project construction period.
Information will include alerting you to
the need to remove your plantings from
the boulevard and removing under-
ground sprinkler systems in the boule-
vard.

Here’s a short list of things neigh-
bors west of Victoria need to do:
As soon as possible, move plants, land-
scaping materials, brick pavers, gnomes
and other personal possessions from the
boulevard.  If you have mounded top-
soil, you may want to relocate that also.
When the construction crews come in
they will be stripping the boulevards in

Our Season of Some Discontent: Street Rebuilding
by Eric Hedberg

Bridget Allan Ales, Authentic
Construction, Bank Cherokee – Grand
Ave., Bibelot Shop - Grand Ave.,
Nancy Breymeier & Cathy Hauser,
Merritt Clapp-Smith & Craig Smith,  
J. P. Collins, Gretchen Craig, Susan
Engeleiter, Edward Fox, Margaret &
Stephen Gadient, David Heid Designs,
Doug Heildenreich, Teddy & Jim
Gesell,  Bob Kost, Dianna Krostad, Leila
Poullada, Ed & Jenni Ryan, John, Becky
& Kaleb Siekmeier, Joe & Kristina
Shaffer, Linda Winsor.

Benefactors
All American Auto Inc. – John Rudolph,
Bonnie & Brian Alton, Barbara
Anderson, Lori Brostrom, Lucy Brown,
John & Helen Buche, Linda Camp,
Michael & Kay Carroll, Curtis
Chandler, Marylou & Mark Cheple,
Mary E. Conway, Elizabeth Day &
Rudolf Bachoprep, Kent and Ariel
Dickerman, Julie and Russ Eslinger
Jensen, Maureen & Patrick Flahaven,
Pierre and Camile George, Jim Goskopf,
Pat Hart, Vickie and Roger Henry, Jet
Construction – Richard Dana, Louise A.
Klas,Susan, Ellen & David Klevan, John
Kluznik, Alisa A. Lein, Perrin Lilly,
Charles McKiernan, David & Amy
Moore, Bruce and Ann Nerland, Ann
and David O'Callaghan, Victor A.
Palumbo III, Shirley W. and Linda B.
Pearl, Larry & Judy Peterson, Ben and
Sophie Reuban, Gloria Schibursky,
Stanley Shepard, Mark Shirk and Kathy

Thank You SHA Contributors!

preparation for water connections and
regrading.

Lead pipe connections from water
mains to the shutoff valves in the boule-
vard will be replaced.  If you want to
replace your original lead line from the
boulevard valve to the house, that is
your responsibility.  If you are not sure
whether your line has been already
replaced, contact the Saint Paul
Regional Water Service engineering
department at 651-266-6270 between
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  The Ask St. Paul
web site answers many questions
regarding lead pipes.  Go to
http://www.stpaul.gov/asp/d14.
html  for frequently asked questions
about water services.  If you decide to
replace your line ask your neighbors if
they intend to do it also.  Sometimes
residents can get discount pricing by
working together with a plumbing con-
tractor.

After the curbs and streets are rebuilt,
boulevards will be regraded from the
sidewalk to the curb. Residents will

receive new topsoil and sod on their
boulevard unless they contact the city
project engineer after receiving the May
mailing and contact information.

Each house will also get a concrete out-
walk (sidewalk) installed from the main
sidewalk to the street as part of the proj-
ect unless, again, the homeowner con-
tacts the project engineer.  The outwalk
will be located to line up with the exist-
ing private walk to the house unless an
adjacent tree is less than 5 feet away.  In
those cases, the sidewalk will be moved
to protect the tree.

Projects like this mean noise, dirt, and
often a bit of confusion.  The SHA
Pedestrian Safety and Traffic Calming
Committee will be working with the
project engineer to keep things working
as smoothly as possible.  It will try
everyone’s patience a bit, but in the end
we hope to see streets that are historical-
ly sensitive, pedestrian safe, and per-
haps lined with some nice new boule-
vard gardens.  

Knauer, Edward and Virginia Stringer,
Lori J. Sommerfield, Revs. Paul and
Janet Tidemann, Leo and Molly Varley,
Tim and Hillary Wahlberg, Charles &
Susan Ward, Olga Zoltai.

Sponsors
Terry Cummings, DeWitt Properties,
Humphrey & Elizabeth Doermann, Rick
& Patti Dougherty, Karen Engelbretson
& Steve Nusbaum, William & Leveda
Faulkner, Mrs.Robert Herr, Arnold &
Shirley Hill, John Holman, Lucy & Jeff
Johnson, Diana Kanter,  Mary Louise
Klas, Peggy Lemon,  Gwen & Irving
Lerner, C.M. & Ellen Morrow,  Doug &
Carol Ogren, Richard & Dee Plagens,
The Red Balloon, David Reitan. Kathryn
Scanlan, Kathleen Stoddart, Wally &
Rosie Wescott,.

Donors
John Allison & Rebecca Picard, Stuart
Appelbaum, John Bergstrom, Mary
Betlach & Eugenia Taylor, Janet Bisbee,
Laurie Burnham & Adam Sorscher,  Jon
& Ann Cieslak, Jeanne Clemens,  Owen
& Marcella Connolly, Jeanne & David
Cornish, Marianne Costanzi,Jack Dolan,
Grant Dolezal, Douglas & Susan Elsass,
Francis & Noreen Farrell,  Micala
Gordon, Esther Grator, R.Randall &
Jeanne Hall, Katherine Ann Johnson,
Allan Klein & Harriet Lansing, Michael
& Lin Lacy,  E.W. & R.P. Lockwood,
William & Rita Messing, Robert &
Alesia Metry, John Jr & Sibylle

Miller,Erika Rae & Glenn Schmitt,James
& Lynn Ree,  Dick Rice, Diane &
Wesley Schultz,  Joseph Senden, Sarah-
Maud Sivertsen, Charles Skrief &
Andrea Bond, Amanda Stanton-Dedde,
Arnold Steffes Jr., Ralph Thrane,
Rebecca & Michael Thompson, Melinda
Voss & Jack Coffman, Kate Youngdahl

The Job
Connection
Can Help!

Do you need help with minor home
repairs, cleaning, yard work, or
other household chores? Are you
over 60 years old or an adult with a
disability? The Job Connection can
help! 

The Job Connection recruits volun-
teers and screens and refers youth
and adult contractors who provide
affordable help with household
chores and minor home repairs. 

To learn more, call Anna Henning,
Job Connection Coordinator, at the
Macalester-Groveland Community
Council office at 651-695-4000.
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&Business News

Grand Old Day will be celebrating its
32nd anniversary on June 4th 2006.  It
has become the main source of revenue
for the Grand Avenue Business
Association (GABA).  With monies
raised at Grand Old Day, GABA is able
to produce numerous events including
the Grand Auction, Taste of Grand, Boo
Bash, Shop and Dine by Candlelight and
Grand Meander.  Along with creating
memorable events for the Avenue,
Grand Old Day assists in funding the
operating fees of the association and
Avenue decorations like banners and
snowflakes.  Grand Old Day is truly an
asset to the association and its members.  

Grand Old Day has seen many changes
throughout its 32-year run, and one
thing remains the same, its need to pro-
mote the commercial strip to the broader
community.  In its first year, 1974, Grand
Old Day was created as a means to pro-
mote the Avenue and the neighborhood
that was in need of rehabilitation due to
the many years of neglect.  After its first
year of 30,000 attendees, the event has
grown to 250,000 guests.  Grand Old Day
has truly become the first rite of summer
celebration for the city of St. Paul.  

In the early 1980’s, Grand Old Day began
to include other events like bed-racers,
sport clinics, children’s areas, pet shows,
fashion shows and parades. By 1987, the
GABA was making major improvements

to the event.  Those improvements
included hiring groups to clean up the
garbage and more space for family areas.
By 1988, the family areas were starting to
get rave reviews.  

In the 1990’s, the Grand Old Day com-
mittee continued to make positive
changes in the event.  A new ordinance
was created to keep unauthorized ven-
dors from working the street without a
license.  In 1993, Grand Old Day started
to fence off drinking areas and by 1994
festival gardens were in full swing.  In
1995, wristbands were sold to patrons
wishing to consume alcoholic beverages
in the festival gardens.  

In the 2000’s, Grand Avenue Business
Association continues to improve Grand
Old Day each year.  Many efforts have
been made to include the neighbors and
surrounding businesses in the event.
GABA has created more family areas on
the West end.  Areas have included car
shows, baseball clinics, family music
stages, teen battle of the bands, spa area,
sporting attractions and more.  On the
East end, GABA continues to host festi-
val gardens for those 21 and over and
businesses have started creating family
fun areas.  Another change came in 2003
when GABA coordinated other neigh-
borhood non-profit groups to sell wrist-
bands for GABA as a fundraiser.  Grand
Avenue Business Association felt this

Marietta Theodorou comes from a long line of Greek
ceramic artists. “We have the names of eight generations,”
she says. Theodorou, who sells her ceramic arts in Gallery
OKTO in Victoria Crossing West, learned the craft from
her father. “Traditionally in Greece, fathers pass the craft,
and its secrets, on to their sons, but my brothers weren’t
interested and I was.”

As a child Theodorou started working on her father’s pot-
tery in Thessalonika in northern Greece, painting pots and
plates before they were fired in the kiln. Her father didn’t
really want his children to become potters, she says. It
was a very hard life before machines took over some of
the work. “He had to wake up at four in the morning
every day to prepare the clay by hand, to screen it, to
clean it.” 

Pottery in Greece hasn’t changed much over the centuries,
Theodorou explains. The handles on vases and urns espe-
cially. “When I visited the Metropolitan Museum in New
York and saw some of the Greek pottery there, my first

thought was: ‘My father could have made those handles.’
But they were on a jar from the third century BC.”

Theodorou opened her own pottery studio in Greece in
1982. She came to the U.S. with her American ex-husband
in 1995 to work as a visiting artist at the University of
Minnesota as a Fulbright Scholar. Three years ago,
Theodorou and her husband opened Gallery OKTO and
bought the house in Crocus Hill that they had been rent-
ing. They transformed the basement into a pottery work-
shop with an electric potter’s wheel and three electric kilns
to fire the pottery.

When creating pottery, color comes first, Theodorou says.
“I can’t just sit down at the wheel and say: ‘I’m going to
make this or that.’ I have to know that I’m making this for
the shiny red color, or that for the turquoise. I make the
shape to fit the color. You can go very wrong with a color
if you make it in the wrong shape.” Gallery OKTO, 867
Grand Avenue, in Victoria Crossing West, tel. 651-222-
8881.
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36 CESAR CHAVEZ STREET, ST. PAUL, MN 55107

P: 651-221-9029     F: 651-221-0224

E: concord@usfamily.net

THE FINEST IN WINE BEER AND SPIRITS
FROM AROUND THE WORLD

918 GRAND AVENUE 651-227-7039   •   FAX 651-228-0266
ST. PAUL WWW.1STGRANDAVELIQUORS.COM

1st GRAND AVE. LIQUOR, INC.

20% OFF your next purchase 
of non-sale Vintage Wine

Coupon must be presented                                   Exp 5/31/06

www.summithillassociation.org

IN THE SPOTLIGHT:
Modern/Ancient Greek Pottery at 
Gallery OKTO on Grand Avenue

By Benno Groeneveld

Marietta Theodorou of Gallery OKTO

Volunteer
Opportunities:
You Make the

Difference!
Check the boxes of the projects that interest

you, then cut out and send this form to: 
SHA 860 St. Clair Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105

❑ Board of Directors:   
Get elected at annual October meeting to 
the SHA Board of 21 members and help lead the
neighborhood

❑ Newsletter and Welcome Packets 
Write articles for The Summit newsletter  
every other month or deliver Welcome Packets to
new residents.

❑ October 8, 2006 House Tour: 
Add your energy to this regionally-popular
event!
See p.4 for details.

❑ Annual Spring Cleanup – May 13: 
Check in and help unload materials. See p.3 for
details.

❑ Pedestrian Safety & Traffic Calming: 
Help develop solutions to long-standing 
issues of pedestrian safety and traffic; 2 hours
once a month

❑ Block Club Leader: 
With assistance from SHA and the St. Paul 
Police Dept., help create or strengthen a club;
serve as contact for on your block to build neigh-
bor to neighbor connections and safety on your
block.
Name: ____________________________________
Phone:  ___________________________________
Address:  _________________________________
email:  ____________________________________

was a great way to give back to
the community.   

Today Grand Old Day’s estimated
economic impact is $6,050,362.50.  

In 2005, Grand Avenue Business
Association paid Grand Old Day
expenses requested by the associa-
tion, neighbors and city to include:
• Fencing (festival gardens)
$4500
• Security $13,000
• Red Cross $600
• Permits $600
• Sanitation $13,000
• Toilets $9500

Along with the above costs, Grand
Avenue Business Association pays
numerous other expenses that
include, advertisements, barri-
cades, beverages, contributions,
entertainment, family areas, mer-
chandise, parade, postage, print-
ing, signage and public relations.  

Despite the yearly changes, Grand
Old Day continues to serve as
Grand Avenue’s biggest promo-
tion and major benefactor for
GABA. GABA plans to continue
this successful event and work
with the neighborhoods and city
of St. Paul to ensure a fun and safe
celebration of summer for all ages.

Grand Old Day – 2006 and a History
By Amanda Schultz, GABA Executive Director


